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The Cheyenne Civic Center was
filled to capacity for the episcopal
ordination of Steven Biegler. 
(Counterclockwise 1) Cardinal
Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of
Chicago, gave the homily. He said,
“... internal freedom attuning you
to the work of Christ’s spirit is the
promise of Pentecost just 
celebrated. It will keep your 
ministry fresh, bold and 
imaginative and free from the 
rigidity our Holy Father warns can
stifle the spirit and is a sign of a
weak heart.”(2) The candidate
faces Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, 
Archdiocese of Denver, Principal
Ordaining Bishop; flanked by 
co-ordaining bishops — Bishop
Robert D. Gruss, Diocese of Rapid
City and Archbishop Paul D. 
Etienne, Archbishop of Anchorage,
formerly Bishop of Cheyenne. (3)
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, OFM
Cap., Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
through the laying on of hands
passes on the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Archbishop Chaput ordained
the new bishop to the priesthood
24 years ago in Timber Lake. 
(4) The new bishop leaves his 
ordination Mass beaming. 
(Photos courtesy of the Diocese of
Cheyenne, Wyoming)



WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 3,000
people attending the upcoming Convoca-
tion of Catholic Leaders are being seen as
members of diocesan teams who will return
home to act on what they see and learn
while discussing the church's role in a
changing social landscape. A combination
guidebook and journal has been developed

lenges and opportuni-
ties informed by new
research, communica-
tion strategies and suc-
cessful models. From
these conversations, the
hope is that participants
will bring back — to
the diocese, their
parishes and our min-
istries — tools, re-
sources and renewed
inspiration to apply and
move forward the “Joy of the Gospel” and
Pope Francis’ desire to create a church of
missionary disciples who lead others to a
“missionary conversion” so that, together as
the body of Christ, we can have a profound
impact on the culture and society in a dy-
namic way. 

This convocation will be of great value
as we move forward the mission of the
Diocese of Rapid City. To that goal, I
would ask that this Convocation of
Catholic Leaders, its participants and the
ministry which flow forth from it be lifted
up in your daily prayers, asking the Holy
Spirit to direct and guide these efforts. Pas-
tors, please include an intercession for this
intention in the Prayers of the Faithful at
the weekend Masses of July 1-2. 

Only together can we live our mission
and build the kingdom of God in western
South Dakota. May God abundantly bless
you and your families. 
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Bishop 
Robert Gruss

Diocese of
Rapid City

It is hard to believe that only nine weeks
ago we celebrated the Sacred Triduum and
Easter Sunday. I recall the great joy of those
who answered the call to enter into the
Catholic faith on that Holy Saturday night.
Each in their own way answered the call to
come and follow Jesus in a new way. 

Since Easter, I have been on the confir-
mation circuit, traversing the diocese, help-
ing those who were confirmed to come to
a deeper understanding of what Jesus is
asking of them as he pours out the gift of
the Holy Spirit upon them, sharing with
them the seven gifts which will help them
to become mature disciples. These gifts and
the power of the Holy Spirit have been
given to all who have been confirmed so
that all of us can live as true witnesses of
Christ in our everyday lives. This is our call
in Christ. As to whether we take it seri-
ously, only each of us can answer for our-
selves. 

This is at the heart of the mission of the
Diocese of Rapid City. I wonder, even after
the Diocesan Priority Plan was promul-
gated and Through Him, With Him, and In
Him – A Spiritual Guide to the Diocesan Pri-
ority Plan was shared across the diocese, if
most parishioners would know the mission
statement of the diocese — it is the mission
statement of each one of us. 

Here it is again: We, the Diocese of
Rapid City, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, are called to attract and form inten-
tional disciples who joyfully, boldly and lov-

ingly proclaim and live the mission of Jesus
Christ, leading to eternal life.

This propels us into the New Evange-
lization, stemming from our baptism and
strengthened through the sacrament of
confirmation. In his Apostolic Exhortation,
Evangelii Gaudium ( Joy of the Gospel),
Pope Francis has been very clear about this
in writing: “The word of
God constantly shows us
how God challenges
those who believe in him
“to go forth.” In our day
Jesus’ command to “go
and make disciples”
echoes in the changing
scenarios and ever new
challenges to the
Church’s mission of
evangelization, and all of
us are called to take part
in this new missionary
“going forth.” Each
Christian and every
community must discern
the path that the Lord
points out, but all of us
are asked to obey his call to go forth from
our own comfort zone in order to reach all
the “peripheries” in need of the light of the
Gospel” (#20).

In response to this call the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops has taken
seriously Pope Francis’ exhortation to em-
bark upon a new chapter of evangelization

marked by this joy of the Gospel growing
in our own call to missionary discipleship
of Jesus Christ as well as helping to form
others in this call. 

The USCCB is convening “The Convo-
cation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the
Gospel in America” on July 1-4 in Orlando,
Florida. Under the guidance of the bishops,

this gathering of 
diverse Catholic
leaders from around
the country will pro-
vide an opportunity
for the church of the
United States, to 
examine today’s con-
cerns, challenges and
opportunities in the
light of the church’s
mission of evange-
lization. They will be
equipped to go forth,
ready to engage the
world with the joy of
the Gospel. The
Diocese of Rapid
City will be repre-

sented by a diverse team of fourteen leaders
from across the diocese.

Two key outcomes for the convocation
include: first, leaders will be equipped and
re-energized to share the Gospel as mis-
sionary disciples, and second, they will come
away with new insights from participation
in strategic conversation about current chal-

Diocesan Mission 
Statement

We, the Diocese of
Rapid City, through the
power of the Holy Spirit,
are called to attract and
form intentional disciples
who joyfully, boldly and
lovingly proclaim and live
the mission of Jesus Christ,
leading to eternal life.

This combination guidebook and journal has
been developed to help delegates prepare
for the Convocation of Catholic Leaders
gathering in Orlando, Fla., set for July 1-4. 

The Guidebook is available for download-
ing online to anyone interested in learning
more about the convocation at
bit.ly/2rR6OTY. (CNS)

Convocation examines today’s concerns, challenges and opportunities 

Guidebook helps delegates prepare for Convocation of Catholic Leaders
to help the delegates prepare for the gath-
ering in Orlando, Florida, set for July 1-4.
The 68-page book offers activities for the
diocesan teams as they meet during the
weeks leading to the gathering, allowing
them to reflect and pray on Scripture and
the teachings of Pope Francis, particularly
his apostolic exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel.) “To get
something done, we want people to have
prepared as teams before they come in to
get more out of (the convocation),” said
Jonathan Reyes, executive director of the
U.S. bishops’ Department of Justice, Peace
and Human Development and a convoca-
tion planner. “What you get out of this is

what you put into it.” The booklet is being
sent to each registered participant to the in-
vitation-only event. 

Reyes told Catholic News Service that
the guidebook encourages team members
to plan which sessions to attend that fits
with the goals of their diocese in building
a church built on mercy and missionary
discipleship.

“In the ideal world, it’s forming a team
that brings together people from the 
peripheries who are not normally together.
This book is what’s going to help them
think as a team before they get there. It
gives them some things to reflect on 
together,” he explained.



“Mary is very much a part of my life,”
she said. “Every grace I received came to me
through her hands.” 

The monastery  in N. D. was founded in
1954, the Marian year. “I was there 30 years
and began to know the eremitical calling (to
become a hermit) around 1986. Vatican II
talked about going back to
your roots so I felt very
strongly that I was being
called back to what we
lived in the origin of the
order.

“Reading the Holy Fa-
ther’s encyclical on “Rich
in Mercy,” St. John Paul II speaks of con-
version to the father as an experience of
knowing the trinity dwells in every soul. 

“I felt called to a life of prayer. You can
reach into everybody’s heart by prayer,” said
Sr. Mary Catherine. 

She first explored the hermetic life in
Chester, New Jersey. She also lived in com-
munities in Texas and a new community
starting in Brazil. After much contempla-
tion she discerned her calling was to live not
in community, but as a solitary hermit. 

She talked to Fr. Dan Juelfs, who used to
be a neighbor at Ralph. He said he would
speak with Bishop Robert Gruss. After in-
terviewing her last fall and reviewing her
references, the bishop gave his consent for
establishing a hermitage. This is new to the
diocese, so the Handbook for Hermetic
Life was adapted from the Diocese of St.
Cloud, Minnesota. The bishop appointed

Fr. Leo Hausmann, director of Eremitic
Life. Fr. Mark McCormick is her spiritual
director.

“My hermitage is not a place where I get
away, it’s where I meet the whole world in
prayer and in Christ, because Christ prays
for everyone. It’s almost like an infinite 

vocation — not lim-
ited to time or space, 
nobody is excluded.
The whole world is
in there from the 
beginning of cre-
ation until the end
because God is

there,” said Sr. Mary Catherine.
“We are each individuals and are to have

a personal and intimate relationship with
the Lord. The hermit is to be an icon of the
time we are to be personally relating to the
Lord,” she said.  “I live in silence and soli-
tude and that is to some degree everybody’s
calling. The hermit is to be an intercessor, to
let Christ pray his prayer through her, that’s
what we all seek.”

She will make her temporal eremitic
vows at 11 a.m. Mass on June 29 at Our
Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont. She 
attends daily Mass there and at St. Martin
Monastery. The church has a box set up for
prayer requests and prayer requests can be
sent to her at smcjacobsocarm@gmail.com. 

According to diocesan policy, hermits 
residing in the Diocese of Rapid City are
required to be self-supporting. Sr. Mary
Catherine partially supports herself by
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Immaculate Heart Hermitage is a new
home for Sr. Mary Catherine Jacobs who
will reside in the Diocese of Rapid City as
a hermit. 

Originally from Ralph, she entered reli-
gious life at age 18 at the Carmel of Mary
Monastery at Wahpeton, N.D. It is a clois-
tered contemplative order with a devotion
to imitating the Blessed Mother. 

painting and selling icons and painting
artwork for Christmas and Easter cards,
bookmarks and holy cards. To view her
artwork for sale, go to Land of Carmel Art
Inspirations at carmelartinspirations.com.
She also sews Mass linens for the
Carmelites in Wahpeton in order to bring
in money.

Immaculate Heart Hermitage has been
established by Sr. Mary Catherine as a
non-profit organization in the State of
South Dakota with a board of trustees so
that she can receive donations to help sup-
port herself and her ministry. For anyone
who would like to inquire about how they
can support her ministry, please contact
her at smcjacobsocarm@gmail.com. 

Called to live the life of solitary prayer a hermit chooses a quiet Piedmont location
BY LAURIE HALLSTROM

SR. MARY CATHERINE JACOBS The Visitation is one of the icons on the
Land of Carmel Art, carmelartinspirations.
com.

‘My hermitage is not a
place where I get away,

it’s where I meet the
whole world in prayer’ 

June 24, Saturday
10 a.m. Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, Rapid City 
4:30 p.m. Cathedral Parish Feast Day Mass and Dinner, Cathedral
June 25, Sunday
Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman Center, Spearfish, Black Hills
June 26, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral
June 27, Tuesday
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery
June 29, Thursday
11 a.m. Mass, Eremitic Vows of Sr. Mary Catherine Jacobs, OLBH, Piedmont
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Dinner Meeting with Convocation Delegates, Terra Sancta
July 16, Sunday
9 a.m. Mass, St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis
July 18, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, Rapid City

Bishop’s s Calendar 
June 24-July 18, 2017
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Commissioned Lay Ministers
June 10, Bishop Robert Gruss commissioned the latest class of Lay Ministers at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. The group met weekly during the school
year for three-and-a-half years studying the Catholic religion so members could better share
the faith in their parishes. (L-R) Bishop Gruss, Fran and Deacon Pat Coy, class leaders from
Hill City; Robert and Nikki Dyczek, Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish, Piedmont; Steve and 
Judith Hasenohrl, Myra Klein, and Hugh and Carol Brechtel all of Cathedral Parish; Ruby and
Frank Matejcik, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City; and Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ, Sioux 
Spiritual Center, Howes. The Coys and Father Seminara (along with Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ) are
members of the Faith Formation Program in the Diocese of Rapid City. (WRC photo)
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Processions of Fatima Statue
The World Apostolate of Fatima, celebrating
the 100th anniversary of the Marian appari-
tions, hosted the International Pilgrim Virgin
Statue, June 8-9 at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. The
statue was carried by Fourth Degree Knights
of Columbus. (WRC photo) At right — the
statue procession on June 7 at St. Joseph
Church, Spearfish. (Photo courtesy Taylor
Lynn) 
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To the devil even moderately faithful Catholics stink

Fr. Dennis McManus is an exorcist and
currently the Curriculum Consultant to the
Board of the Pope Leo XIII Institute which
provides formation for priests who are 
already involved or will be involved in the
ministry of deliverance and exorcism. 

Ghosts, the devil and witchcraft — top-
ics Catholics should be aware of, were the
subjects of a lecture open to the public given
by Fr. Dennis McManus, an exorcist. He
spoke May 24 at Terra Sancta, Rapid City.
He was in the Diocese of Rapid City to ad-
dress the clergy at their annual Clergy Con-
vocation. 

Father McManus began by explaining
ghosts are essentially souls of humans sep-
arated from their bodies after or near death.
“Our nation has a thing about magic,
witchcraft and ghosts,” he said. “All together
there are 32 shows on television about
ghosts, zombies, dead people or (demonic)
possession.”

He commended Pope Francis for talking
frequently about the devil. “What he wants
us to know as Catholics is that the devil is
a real individual. The devil’s biggest trick in
the modern world is to fool us and make us
think he doesn’t really exist,” said Father
McManus. “If you don’t believe in the devil,
you pretty much are a sitting duck for him
to be able to do with you what he wants. If
we are aware of things we are less likely to

be manipulated or fooled by them.”
He cautioned the audience not to be “all

jittery sitting home and worrying the devil
is going to come visit.” According to 
McManus, “The devil is not God. He
doesn’t have God’s powers. You are a bap-
tized person, (if ) you live even a modest
Catholic life, go to church occasionally and
say your prayers, you stink to the devil. The
devil doesn’t hang around Catholics or
Protestants or Jews who love God.”

Since the Civil War, the south is full of
haunted houses below the Mason Dixon
line. “The first thing we have to think about
is ghosts are not demons or devils. Ghosts
are the souls of the faithful departed whom
God has allowed to be in touch with us who
are still alive — usually in the place where
they lived or died, or did something wrong.
Ghosts ask for help to make things right,
for the forgiveness of sins,” he said. “Almost
all cases of hauntings resolve themselves
once a priest has come and said Mass in the
place where the ghost was.

“When Mass is offered just for the soul
of that one person, they are set free, and off
they go to paradise because Mass is the
great sacrifice of Jesus himself. Our salva-
tion was purchased by the blood of Jesus.” 

Father McManus gave several examples
of ghosts in the Bible. In the Gospels, when
the apostles see Jesus walking on the water
they think he is a ghost. After the resurrec-
tion, when Jesus appears in the upper room,
again they think he is a ghost. He chal-
lenges them by asking Thomas to touch his
wounds and wanting something to eat. 

“Ghosts for the Jews had only one pur-
pose — to get revenge. The apostles are
screaming and afraid. They figure Jesus is
angry with them and has come back to get
even,” said McManus referring to the 
betrayal by Judas and Peter denying he
knows the Lord. On the day of the resur-
rection, 500 ghosts rose from the dead and
walked through Jerusalem. 

“God needed the Jews to see Jesus sets
the dead free,” he said. 

“How many times in your life have you
lost someone, a husband, a wife, God forbid
a child, brother or sister, and you have
dreamt of them?” he asked. “Occasionally
we have seen them especially at the time of
their death. They come to say goodbye and
to ask for prayers.” 

Using his nickname for the devil, he said,

“Old Red Legs has nothing to do with
ghosts. He can’t get his hands on ghosts
even if he tried because ghosts are already
in purgatory — on their way to heaven.
God allows them to ask the church for help
in this entrance to heaven. There are a mil-
lion entrances into the dark kingdom and
only one into heaven.”

Father McManus recounted the story of
two high school girls who brought him a
Ouija board they had been using for a year.
The planchette was starting to move on it’s
own without their hands. When he recom-
mended they quit using it, the girls refused
saying they used it to learn “secret stuff.”
They were addicted to the flow of informa-
tion and couldn’t stop. He offered to fix it
for them and got out a hammer and
smashed it. They protested. 

“It won’t bother you again,” he said.
“What I wrecked is your dependency. I’m
warning you whatever moves something by
itself is no friend.” 

He continued his talk discussing witch-
craft, which is prevalent in many cultures. 

“In my part of the world, in Mobile, Ala.,
it’s voodoo. To get even with somebody, go
to a voodoo witch — ‘that guy cheated me
out of money,’ ‘that man took away my son,’
‘that woman wrecked my marriage …’” 

Bishops will call him, all shook up, when
churches are vandalized. He explains that is
a rite of passage for a coven. Father Mc-
Manus said the number of covens is grow-
ing attended by white American lawyers,
doctors, ministers, professors and business-
men worshiping Satan. “There are now
more covens than there are parish churches,
convents, schools and clinics put together,”
he said. “They promise you whatever you
like — drugs, sex, booze, money, jobs, posi-
tion, anything. It’s all on condition that you
do what you are asked to do at a future
date.” That could include theft or murder.

The exorcist concluded with possession.
It occurs when a human consents to form a
long-term relationship with a demon. 
Exorcism puts an end to the relationships
between demons and humans. The person
has to reject, renounce and rebuke what ever
it is they are supplying.  

“Then the power of Jesus can come in
and break the bonds,” he said. “If you go to
hell it was your choice. God will use any lit-
tle scrap of our life to make sure we won’t
go to hell.”

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
(WRC photo)
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June 30, Friday
sWRC Deadline for submissions. 
Paper mailed Tuesday, July18.

)605-343-3541. 
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 

8bberreth@diorc.org

Terra Sancta Retreat
Center Highlights

July 2017
A crucifix was installed at the Mt. of
Beatitudes amphitheatre. The corpus
was sent from Italy, and the cross
was made from two 12 foot pieces
of 10x10 fir. (Photo courtesy 
Bob Bickett)

July events include weddings, class
reunions, family reunions, Totus Tuus
Boys camp, and a Heart to Heart
weekend. 

For a full schedule visit
terrasancta.org/events/2017-07/

To see more photos from the 
installation visit Facebook.com/

terrasanctaretreatcenter/

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
The South Dakota Catholic Conference is seeking a faith filled, 
experienced professional for the position of Executive Director. 
The qualified candidate will monitor, inform and advise the Bishops of
South Dakota on public policy issues being considered in state and 
federal legislative forums in addition to developing and implementing the
mission of the Conference. 
Responsibilities will include directing lobbying activities, drafting and 
reviewing legislation, overseeing the development of policy briefs and 
developing and overseeing parish advocacy opportunities. The position is
full time with benefits. The successful applicant will have knowledge of
and a commitment to the principles of Catholic social teaching, knowledge
of the legislative lawmaking process, strong research and analysis skills,
and a demonstrated ability to work well with others. A Master’s Degree or
equivalent and experience in public policy, lobbying or other related field is
preferred. 
Full description online at http://rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/
employment/
Interested applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to Twila
Roman, Director of Human Resources at troman@sfcatholic.org or by
land mail to 523 N Duluth Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57104.

July 1, Saturday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First

Saturday begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m.
followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition
First Friday, July 7, Mass at 5:30 p.m. with
prayers and devotions. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

July 9, Sunday
sKC Golf Tournament: In support of

the Sergeant Colton Levi Derr Foundation
for veterans battling PTSD. Four-man
scramble held at Fountain Springs Golf
Club, Rapid City. Begins at 8 a.m. $75 per
person. Register at 8sergeantderrfoud
ation.org. )William Inch, KC #8025, St.
Therese Catholic Church 605-342-1556 or
8phoenixlobos@yahoo.com.

July 21, Friday
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the En-

gaged: For engaged couples to deepen their
relationship with each other and God by
exploring the Catholic Church’s vision of

marriage. Attendance is required for cou-
ples doing marriage prep in the diocese.
Ends July 23. Next weekend, October 27-
29. Register at 8terrasancta.org/hert2heart/
or )Amy 605-716-5214 x236. 

July 22, Saturday
sNPM Summer Meeting: Presenter

and Rapid City native Leah Sedlacek will
explore how all true beauty can evangelize
the culture and inspire people to know
Jesus. Held at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City, from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

July 24, Monday
sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity to re-

flect on God’s call with seminarians and
priests. Includes hiking, campfires, swim-
ming, games, Mass, adoration, and more.
held at Terra Sancta. Leadership camp,
grades 9-12 ends July 28. Grades 6-8, July
25-18. Registration forms can be found at
www.gods-call.org. )Office of Vocations
605-716-5214 x233 or 8shanson@diorc.
org.

September 15, Friday
sHealing Retreat with Father Richard

McAlear, “Jesus Healer of My Body and
Soul”: Held at Blessed Sacrament Church.
Retreat includes Mass, adoration, healing
service, confession, and talks by Fr.
McAlear. All are invited.

South Dakota connection
Three prelates who formally served in the Diocese of Rapid City, posed for a photo with
Bishop Robert Gruss and Margaret Simonson, chair of the National Advisory Council and
chancellor of the Diocese of Rapid City, at the USCCB Spring Meeting in June. (Above) Bishop
Gruss; Cardinal Blase Cupich, Chicago, Ill.; Simonson; Archbishop Charles Chaput, Philadel-
phia, Pa.; and Bishop Steven Biegler, Cheyenne, Wyo. (Courtesy photo)



As I was preparing
for a men’s retreat at
Holy Cross in Timber
Lake, I came across this
phrase: “No Bible, no
breakfast; no Bible, no
bed” by Fr. Larry
Richards. He has
breathed and lived this
saying for over 25
years.

He tells this story of
making his priest re-
treat before his 
ordination and Msgr.
Peterson (then Father 

Peterson) asked him to sit before the
Blessed Sacrament. He told him, “Just go
before the Blessed Sacrament, ask God to
reveal his word to you. Open the word of
God and whatever comes is God’s word to
you.” 

Since this time, Father Richards has
made this practice a part of his life. Every
morning he opens the Bible and reads, and
when a word, phrase or verse tugs at his
heart, he stops and prays with it. He writes
it down, puts it in his pocket and through-
out the day he pulls it out and re-reads it.
Pondering and reflecting in his heart and
connecting the word of God to his life. 

This pondering and reflecting upon
God’s word in one’s heart, we learn from
our Blessed Mother Mary, who models for
us so beautifully and powerfully the need
and the desire of meditating and contem-
plating on what God is doing in her life.
Bringing forth the Incarnate word of God,
Jesus Christ, for the salvation of the world:
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Fr. Mark 
McCormick

Director 
Office of

Stewardship and 
Vocations

MMcCormick
@diorc.org

Wake up, fall asleep 
with Scripture

“Mary kept all these things, pondering them in
her heart” (Lk 2:19).

Father Richards encourages others to
pray this way. He suggests that before one
picks up their Bible, they should pray a fer-
vent prayer to the Holy Spirit asking the
Holy Spirit to reveal God’s word to them.
Then open the Bible randomly, letting your
finger point to a passage. Then simply read
the Scriptures until the word of God tugs
at your heart. 

When something grabs you, stop and
pray with God’s word. Realize that you
might read a few verses, or perhaps even
several chapters, before the Lord tugs at
your heart. The key is to read until the Lord
tugs at your heart with a word, words or
phrase from Scripture. 

Since the men’s retreat, I have been using
this prayer method outlined by 
Father Richards when I wake up in the
morning and before I go to bed, remember-
ing — “No Bible, no breakfast; no Bible, no
bed.” Sometimes a word tugs at my heart
right away and sometimes I read three or
four chapters before the Lord really tugs at
my heart revealing his words of mercy, love,
forgiveness and truth to me. 

It has been a lot of fun reading and pray-
ing the Scriptures this way. It is amazing
that I find myself in parts of the Bible I’ve
never read before, usually coming away with
one of those “wow moments” of encounter-
ing the living God.

In March, I taught this method of “No
Bible, no breakfast; no Bible no bed” to stu-
dents participating in the Veritatis Splendor
Institute (VSI), sponsored by the Office of
Faith Formation in the diocese. 

Shortly after that, Angela Weber the
music teacher, at St. Thomas More High
School, was diagnosed with cancer. The
morning after receiving her cancer diagno-
sis, she was restless, troubled, and filled with
anxiety. Angela thought of that simple
phrase of “No Bible, no breakfast; no Bible
no bed.” So Angela opened her Bible and
asked the Holy Spirit to show her what the
Lord wanted to say to her. Her Bible fell
open to 1 Corinthians 10:13: “God is faithful
and he will not let you be tried beyond your
strength; but with the trial he will also provide
you a way out, so that you may be able to bear
it.”

Since then, Angela has shared with me
several times the words that the Lord is re-
vealing to her as she journeys through her
battle with cancer. Reading God’s word be-
fore breakfast and before bed has truly been
her daily bread. One of my favorites — one
that made me laugh — was when Angela
lost her hair. 

The word that Angela received was from
Luke 12:6-7: “Are not five sparrows sold for
two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten
before God. Why, even the hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more
value than many sparrows.” 

The very next day Angela wrote to me:
“Sorry to bother you again so soon. Okay.
You’re not going to believe this; this morn-
ing my Bible fell open to Matthew 10:30,
‘But even the hairs of your head are all num-
bered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows.’ I am so spoiled by
God!’”

I love the way Angela talks about this
practice. She says, “The word is alive,” and
then continues:

“The experience of Scripture as the word
actually and truly alive has come to me in a
strong way through the practice of asking
the Holy Spirit in the morning and in the
evening what the Lord has to say to me
today, and then letting the Bible fall open

where it may.  
“As I read I am taken in immediately by

whatever is going on in the Scriptures at
that point in the Bible, and I read until
there are words that strike me to the heart
telling me this is what the Lord wants to
say to me today. Sometimes, as Father Mark
says, it comes right away, and sometimes I
have to read for a bit before my heart hears
the word the Lord wants to say to me.  

“It is so striking how easy it is to sit and
read in anticipation of what the Lord will
say actively to me for the day! In this way
the word is ‘alive’ for me in a new and ex-
citing way.

“Just recently, I received the word from
Jeremiah 29:11-14: ‘For I know well the
plans I have in mind for you — plans for your
welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a  
future of hope. When you call me, and come and
pray to me, I will listen to you.  When you look
for me, you will find me. Yes, when you seek me
with all your heart, I will let you find me, and
I will change your lot...’”

“Since then, that Scripture has come to
me three-fold in cards and notes of encour-
agement. The Lord really, really wants me
to know this!  

“In my sickness these days, I feel like I
barely give enough to make a difference in
the classes I teach, the concerts for which
we are preparing, etc. Just yesterday, I was
reminded of this from Luke 21:3-4:  ‘I tell
you truly, the poor widow put in more than all
the rest, for those others have all made offerings
from their surplus wealth, but she, from her
poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.’” 

“I have never gone as far as to give away
my whole livelihood to the church, but I
have given all I have that’s in me so that my
students succeed. This spring it has felt like
I am giving from a great poverty. God reas-
sures me he is multiplying my poor offer-
ing.”  

This month give “No Bible, no breakfast;
no Bible no bed” a try.

‘No Bible, no
breakfast; no
Bible, no bed.’



the University of Texas
at Austin.

The moving force in
organizing the Society
has been Dr. Stephen
Barr, professor of 
theoretical particle
physics at the Univer-
sity of Delaware. Barr’s
engaging and accessi-
ble articles have long
been familiar to read-
ers of “First Things,”
and those looking for
something different by
way of vacation read-
ing this summer might pick up the 
recently-published collection of his essays,
The Believing Scientist weigel.link/barr
(Eerdmans). There, Steve Barr discusses
everything from evolution of the mind/soul
debate to Big Bang cosmology to science-
as-ersatz-religion, while gently skewering a
few luminaries who begin to talk nonsense
when they venture beyond their remit as
scientists.

The Bible teaches that God impressed
his intelligibility onto the world through
creation by the Word. When that convic-
tion weakens, faith in reason begins to
crumble and the result is the intellectual
playpen known as post-modernism. In 
renewing the covenant between faith and
reason, the Society of Catholic Scientists
serves the good of both — and of our 
culture. 
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Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

George 
Weigel

Senior fellow
Ethics and 
Public Policy
Center in 

Washington, D.C.

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message.  

“Dear children! The Most High has 
permitted me to call you anew to 
conversion. Little children, open your
hearts to the grace to which you are all
called. Be witnesses of peace and love in
this peaceless world. Your life here on
earth is passing. Pray that through prayer
you may yearn for Heaven and the things
of Heaven and your hearts will see 
everything differently. You are not alone; I
am with you and intercede before my Son
Jesus for you. Thank you for having 
responded to my call.” 5/25/17

Given the intellectual flimsiness of their
work, it’s best to look for cultural causes to
explain the “New Atheists” popularity. And
surely one factor here is the now-canonical
notion in Western high culture that biblical
religion is incompatible with modern 
natural science: an idea rooted in the notion
that the “scientific method” is the only way
to get at the truth. (William Shakespeare,
call your office.) 

Yet facts are stubborn things. And the
fact is that two Catholic priests, Gregor
Mendel, OSA, and Georges Lemaitre, were
pivotal figures in creating two of the most
important scientific enterprises of the 21st
century: modern genetics, which is giving
humanity previously unimaginable powers
over the human future, and modern 
cosmology, which is giving us glimpses of
the universe in the first moments of its 
existence

Mendel is perhaps the more familiar 
figure; most high school biology classes 
explain how the Moravian monk developed
gene theory and the theory of inherited
characteristics (with its distinction between
recessive and dominant traits) from his
studies of the humble pea. Lemaitre, a 
Belgian, was a brilliant mathematician who
first articulated the Big Bang theory of the
universe’s origins and subsequent expan-
sion. That proposal, ridiculed by some at
first, now reigns supreme in astrophysics
and seems to have been verified by the 
astonishing work of the Hubble Space 
Telescope. Watch for Father Lemaitre’s
bold idea to gain even further traction by
the findings of the James Webb Space 
Telescope when it begins orbiting the sun,
a million miles from Earth, in a few years. 

So unless one wishes to assert that
Mendel and Lemaitre were split personal-
ities who said Mass in the morning and did
science in the afternoon, thereby dividing
their lives into hermetically-sealed contain-
ers, the cutting edges of modern science
itself would seem to rebut the claim that

“believer” and “scientist” are mutually 
incompatible human types.

St. John Paul II was fascinated by the
hard sciences (physics, chemistry, astron-
omy) throughout his life; for decades, he
hosted at Castel Gandolfo a bi-annual
seminar of leading figures in those fields, so
that he could keep abreast of developments

in their disciplines. But for John Paul II,
everything eventually pointed to the New
Evangelization. So even before he began
using that term, he sent a letter to the head
of the Vatican Observatory, noting that
“those members of the Church who are ei-
ther themselves active scientists, or in some
special cases both scientists and theolo-
gians, could serve as a key resource” in
bridging the chasm that too often separated
modern science and biblical religion. Those
scientists and scientist-theologians, the
pope continued, “can also provide a much
needed ministry to others struggling to 
integrate science and religion in their own
intellectual and spiritual lives.“ 

John Paul II’s challenge has now been
taken up by the Society of Catholic Scien-
tists weigel.link/catholicscientists. From a
standing start last year, the Society now has
almost 400 members, 80 percent of whom
hold the doctorate in the natural sciences,
the rest being primarily graduate students.
That’s an impressive head-count for such a
new outfit; it also suggests that membership

in such a Catholic organization is not an
impediment to being taken seriously in the
highly competitive academic world of nat-
ural science. SCS’s inaugural conference in
April was addressed by scholars from 
Harvard, Oxford, MIT, Penn, Brown, and

Church science is way beyond the new atheist nonsense

JULY
Lapsed Christians.
That our brothers and sisters 
who have strayed from the faith,
through our prayer and witness 
to the Gospel, may rediscover
the merciful closeness of the
Lord and the beauty of the 
Christian life.

Members of the Sisters of the Holy Child Mary use microscopes to review glass plates as they
measure star positions for a collaborative photography project the Vatican participated in to
catalogue the stars and create a photographic map of the heavens. At right, a member of the
order records star coordinates in a ledger. Sisters Emilia Ponzoni, Regina Colombo, Concetta
Finardi and Luigia Panceri worked on recording star coordinates from glass plates between
1910 and 1921. (CNS photo/courtesy Vatican Observatory)

Scientific Sisters



faith. To cease believing in a set of faith
propositions doesn’t necessarily equate
with losing one’s faith. Indeed, the loss of
one’s belief system is often the condition
for a purified faith.

How is belief different from faith? In
normal, everyday parlance to say that we
believe something to be true means that
we are able to square that truth with our
imagination, that is, we are able to some-
how circumscribe it imaginatively so that
it makes sense to us. Conversely, if we
cannot picture how something might
make sense then it is a short step to say
that it isn’t true. Our beliefs are predicated
on what we can square with our imagina-
tion and our thinking. 

But many of the objects of our faith
are, in essence and by definition, unimag-
inable, ineffable, and beyond conceptual-
ization.  Hence in the area of faith, to say
that I can’t believe this or that is generally
more an indication of the limitation of
our imagination and our rational powers
than it is indicative of the loss of faith. I
believe that we are much more agnostic
about our beliefs than we are agnostic
about God, and this isn’t a loss of faith. 

Faith is deeper than belief, and it is not
always something we can picture imagina-
tively inside our minds. Take, for instance,
a number of articles in the Apostles’
Creed: It is impossible to imagine them as
true in terms of picturing them as real.
They are real, but our images of them are
only icons. That is true too of many arti-
cles within our Christian creed and many
of our written doctrines of faith. As 
expressed, they are merely images and
words that point us towards something
which we cannot imagine because it is 

When Friedrich
Nietzsche declared
that “God is dead” he
added a question:
What kind of a
sponge does it take to
wipe away a whole
horizon?

I often ask that
question because just
in my own lifetime
there has been an 
unprecedented decline
in the number of 
people who go to
church regularly and,
more recently, an

equally unprecedented spike in the num-
ber of people who claim to have lost their
faith completely and are now classified
under a religious category called, “None.”

This latter group (persons who when
asked about their religious affiliation on a
census form answer with the word, None)
has essentially doubled in the last twenty
years and today in Canada and the USA
make up over 30 percent of the popula-
tion. The numbers are much the same for
Western Europe and other secularized
parts of the world.

But have these individuals really lost
their faith? When they use the word
“None” to refer to their religious beliefs
they generally explain that with phrases to
this effect: I just no longer believe! It
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Fr. Ron 
Rolheiser

President 
Oblate School of

Theology
San Antonio, TX

www.ronrol
heiser.com

When does faith disappear for the ‘Nones’?

doesn’t make sense to me anymore! I’ve
lost faith in religion and the church!  I
can’t pretend any longer!  I’ve lost my faith
in those beliefs! I’m not sure whether or
not I believe in God!

What’s common among all these
phrases is the concept of “believing” or
“belief ”: “I just don’t believe it anymore!”
But is ceasing to believe in something the
same thing as losing one’s faith? Not 
necessarily. It can be one thing to no
longer believe in something, but it can be
something quite different to lose one’s

beyond imagination. 
For example: The first thing, always,

that needs to be said about God is that
God is ineffable, that is, God is beyond all
conceptualization, beyond all imaginings,
beyond being pictured, and beyond being
captured in any adequate way by language.
This is also true for our understanding of
Christ as the Second Person in the Trinity.
Jesus was God’s son, but how can that be
imagined or pictured? It can’t be. How can
God, who is one, be three? This isn’t math-
ematics; it’s mystery, something that can-
not be imaginatively circumscribed. Yet,
we believe it and millions and millions of
people for two thousand years have risked
their lives and their souls on its truth
without being able to picture it imagina-
tively. Faith is a knowing of something
which, because of its magnitude and infin-
ity, cannot be adequately pictured in terms
of an imaginative construct. Our words
about it express our beliefs and those
words point to the reality, but they are not
the reality. 

To reject a specific piece of art does not
mean we reject beauty. So when someone
says, I can no longer believe this, he is in
effect rejecting a set of propositions, a set
of particular icons and a theory of art (a
theology), rather than actually rejecting
belief in God, and he is rejecting it 
precisely because he cannot imaginatively
picture something which in fact cannot be
pictured.

It has been said that atheist is just 
another name for someone who cannot
get metaphor. Perhaps that’s too simple,
but it does suggest that rejecting a set of
theological propositions is not the same
thing as losing one’s faith.

Religious 

Affiliation

__ Catholic

__ Protestant

__ Jewish

__ Latter-Day Saints

__ Muslim

__ Buddhist

__ Hindu

__ None
a
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To help with a shortage of priests, in
2007 then-Bishop Blase Cupich arranged
for two priests from the Diocese of
Kiyinda-Mityana in Uganda to serve in the
Diocese of Rapid City. After ten years
those priests are returning home. Father

Saying Goodbye to Ugandan Priests farewell was held at St. Joseph Church,
Gregory, for Fr.  Muwanga. (Left) Deanery
4 priests, Fr. Vincent Suparman, SCJ,
Lower Brule; Fr. Jim Lafontaine, SJ, St.
Francis; Fr. Ron Garry, Ft. Pierre; Fr.
Muwanga; and Fr. Kevin Achbach, Winner.
On June 11 at Terra Sancta Retreat Cen-
ter Stephie and Jim Jacquot hosted a
farewell reception honoring both Ugan-
dan priests. More than 390 people  at-
tended. (Right) Fr. Lule is pictured with
Irene Sears, a parishioner at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Rapid City. (Courtesy photos)

John Lule has served parishes in  Rapid
City,  Hermosa, Sturgis, Kenel, Wakpala,
McIntosh, Watauga, and Bullhead. Fr.
Godfrey Muwanga, has served in Rapid
City, Gregory, Burke, Hermosa,  Spearfish,
Bonesteel and Fairfax. On June 2, a
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‘Loving One 
Another 

Through the
Spirit of

St. Kateri’

Dear friends,
I look forward to visiting Rapid City, South Dakota, for the 2017 

Tekakwitha Conference next month. The theme of this year’s conference, 
“Loving One Another Through the Spirit of St. Kateri” will be a fruitful one
for all to explore. For Native Americans in particular, St. Kateri inspires us
to live out the Gospel in our own lives and our interactions with others.
She’s also a wonderful example of the harmony that is possible when

blending native culture with
Christianity. I encourage you to
join me for the Tekakwitha
Conference, being held July
19-23. Please also join me in
praying for the good works of
all those preparing for this
event and for the safe travel of
all those who will attend. May
the Lord give you peace. 

Saint Kateri, pray for us!

ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J. CHAPUT

Conference logo by 
Barbara Sokolow

Friday afternoon conference participants will go to Crazy Horse Memorial near Custer.

Tekakwitha Conference
Registration
Tekakwitha Registration forms can be
found at:
http://tekconf.org click on
“Conferences”
Conference fees:
Registration $25 plus:
Senior Members of the Tekakwitha 
Conference $110. Non-members $150
Adults (18-54 yrs) $135
Youth (13-17 yrs) $80
Child (4-12 yrs) $55
Toddler (3 yrs & under) Registration only
Meal packages: Ages 13 & up $150
Child (4-12 yrs) $75. 
Toddlers (3 yrs & under) No Charge

July 19, Wednesday
5:30-7 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Conference Opens/Welcome
Arvol Looking Horse
Lakota Spiritual Leader
Troy Scott Weston
Oglala Lakota Tribal President
William Kindle
Rosebud Sioux Tribal President
Bishop Robert Gruss
Diocese of Rapid City
Sr. Kateri Mitchell
Tekakwitha Conference Executive Dir.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Pa.
Episcopal Moderator of the Tekakwitha Conf.
Gail Rando
Chair Tekakwitha Board of Directors
Beverly Running Bear
2017 Planning Committee Chair
Steve Allender
Mayor of Rapid City
Tyson Steiger
Rapid City Convention and
Visitors Bureau

July 20, Thursday
6 a.m. Sunrise Service Outdoors
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer/
Announcements
9 a.m. Grand Entry
10:15 a.m. Break
10:45 a.m. Keynote Address
Fr. Peter J. Klink, SJ
Noon Lunch
Afternoon Workshops
4 p.m. Liturgy
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Pa.
Principal Celebrant
5:30 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Reconciliation and Healing Service

It is a staggering proposition to host a 
national conference. Two years ago, members
of area Kateri Circles and other followers gath-
ered to begin the planning stages of the 78th
Annual Tekakwitha Conference. 

With the assistance of Sr. Kateri Mitchell,
executive director of the national conference,
headquartered in Alexandria, La., they se-
lected the Best Western Ramkota at the inter-
section of I-90 and LaCrosse St., Rapid City, to
hold the conference. Approximately 600 -900
Catholics are expected to attend. 

The conference began in 1939 as an advi-
sory group to Bishop Aloysius Muench, Dio-
cese of Fargo. By 1946 it had evolved into a
support group for missionary priests serving
on the Northern Plains. As membership dimin-
ished, to revitalize the organization, Native

Americans, First Nation people from Canada,
and those who minister to them were invited
to join. 

Since then, the annual national confer-
ences have been held all over the U.S. map.
The conference strives to reinforce Catholic
identity; affirm pride in native cultures and
spiritual traditions; promote healing and rec-
onciliation; advocate for peace and justice in
native communities; strengthen catechesis;
nurture the relationship between indigenous
people and the church; and empower indige-
nous people to be leaders in the community
and church.

Bev Running Bear, Rapid City, is the com-
mittee chair. She has coordinated with the 
national office, committee officers, facilities
personnel, more than 25 subcommittee mem-
bers, and numerous others to get the confer-

ence off the ground. 
She is looking forward to sharing the

Lakota culture with large numbers of people.
“I want everyone who comes to the confer-
ence to enjoy themselves,” she said. “We have
worked hard and long to make it a success for
the people.”

Among the details to be worked out were
insuring the conference, selecting speakers,
activities, fundraising, and decorations. Com-
mittee members are organizing first aid sup-
plies and handi-cap services, t-shirts, Masses,
a healing service, grand entry, powwow,
meals, musicians, speakers and workshops.

In addition, volunteer  jobs include greeting
people at the airport, checking in people at
the registration desk and other hospitality re-
lated tasks. 

Tekakwitha Committee prepares for 600 to 900 people
BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
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The 2017 Kateri Tekakwitha Conference Raffle 
The conference committee is selling raffle tickets, $20 each 
or 3 for $50. Drawing July 21. Need not be present to win. 

Prizes:

To contribute a memorial gift or to
purchase raffle tickets 

contact the conference treasurer,
Deacon Marlon Leneaugh 

at 605-343-3541 or 
mleneaughsr@diorc.org.

July 21, Friday
6 a.m. Sunrise Service Outdoors
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer/
Announcements
9 a.m. a.m. Keynote Address: 
Dr. Laurel Vermillion
President of Sitting Bull College, Ft. Yates, N.D.
10 a.m. Break
10:30 a.m. Liturgy
Bishop James Wall
Diocese of Gallup, N.M.
Principal Celebrant
Noon Lunch
1 p.m. Cultural Afternoon
Board Busses for 
Crazy Horse Memorial
4:30-6:30 p.m. Dinner

July 22, Saturday
6 a.m. Sunrise Service Outdoors
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer/
Announcements
8:45-9:45 a.m. Keynote Address: 
Panel Discussion on Black Elk
9:45 a.m. Break
10 a.m. Workshops

As we gather for the 78th Annual 
Tekakwitha Conference I welcome you from
the four directions to Paha Sapa, the Black
Hills, home of the Lakota People! May our
time together be an encounter with the
Risen Lord and with one another, building
relationships, promoting healing, celebrating
our cultures and spiritual traditions. It is my
hope that those participating will come away
feeling empowered and affirmed to be lead-
ers in their communities and in the local
church.

BISHOP ROBERT D. GRUSS
BISHOP JAMES WALL

CHAIRMAN OF THE USCCB SUBCOMMITTEE ON

NATIVE AMERICANS

1st Prize
2017 Polaris
900 Ranger

2nd Prize 
2017 Polaris 
Sportsman 
450 HO

3rd Prize 
Samsung 
65-70” Flat
Screen TV

Youth Agenda
Youngsters may join their families for
Morning Prayer, Masses, the Grand
Entry, Pow Wow, Dances and Crazy
Horse Memorial. They will have their
own schedule of workshops and 
activities divided by ages 4-9; 10-12;
and 13-17. Plus, they will go to the
Journey Museum and the Museum of
Geology.

See obituary for Msgr. Paul Lenz, former director of the 
Black and Indian Mission Office, on page 22

Thank you for your support in making this
Conference a reality. We would love to have
your continued support through your prayers
and gifts.

Registrations for the 78th annual Tekak-
witha Conference are still coming in. 

Local Committee Chair, Beverly Run-
ning Bear, is hoping for a big turnout be-
cause a lot of people want to see the Black
Hills.

Veronica Valandra is chair of the liturgy
committee and a national board member.
To prepare for the number of people possi-
bly attending she has purchased 3,000 hosts
and other supplies for the liturgies held on
three days. 

“Everybody is Catholic who attends
these conferences. A different bishop cele-
brates Mass each day and it is an awesome
feeling to be in those Masses, everybody is
so prayerful. We are able to incorporate
native ways and that is what native people

have been wanting for years. We still have
our culture and we can be Catholics,” said
Running Bear.

Valandra said the workshops, keynote
addresses, and special liturgies are ways of
practicing the Catholic faith and bringing
in native culture as well. “Our diocese has
been one of the leading dioceses in the 
nation inculturating the Masses. To me it
makes the experience stronger by bringing
the best of both cultures — Catholic and
Lakota traditions.”

The host group shares its culture with
the visitors. For Lakota people at Mass it

11 a.m. Workshops
Noon Lunch
1:15 p.m. Workshops
2:15 p.m. Break
2:30 p.m. Regional Meetings
4 p.m. Liturgy
Bishop Robert D. Gruss
Diocese of Rapid City, Principal Celebrant
5:30 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m. Pow Wow
Hoop Dancer Dallas Chief Eagle
Intertribal/Social Dances

means drumming and songs of prayer,
thank you or blessing. Also part of Lakota
tradition is the aziliya rite or smudging
with sweet grass. Valandra added that
many of the Mass responses have been
translated into the Lakota language.  

To further share the Lakota culture,
buses are scheduled to take conference
members to the Crazy Horse Memorial
near Custer. “We decided to hold Cultural
Day at Crazy Horse Memorial. He is a fa-
vorite of the Lakota,” said Running Bear.
She said there is also a lot of historical 
information onsite.

There is a great kinship in the confer-
ences.  “The majority of people (in atten-
dance) are elders; because I lost my
grandmother as a teenager, the elders are
so special to me. I see a bunch of grandmas
when they all come,” said Running Bear. 

As the planning phases concludes, 
Valandra said, “I am happy everything has
gone well, our fundraising efforts were suc-
cessful and our hospitality should be great.”

She explained $5,000 of the needed
$50,000 to $60,000 to host the conference
was raised through parishioner efforts. The
first parish to raise $2,500 was Our Lady
of the Sioux, Oglala, using flea market,
lunch sales and bingo proceeds. Then Sa-
cred Heart Parish, Pine Ridge raised
$2,500 using garage sales and lunch sales
earnings. 

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM

Comradery part of planning and 
attending Tekakwitha Conference
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and 
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young  people. To
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact Assistance Coordinator,
Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be 
contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging
features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of
their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children
or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of
Rapid City will be investigated.

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

NPM summer meeting: ‘Authentic beauty is a place of encounter with Jesus Christ’
BY BECKY BERRETH

Leah Sedlacek, music and program
manager for FOCUS, will be the guest pre-
senter during the National Pastoral Musi-
cians Summer Meeting, July 22 at Blessed
Sacrament Church,
Rapid City. It be-
gins with registra-
tion at 9:30
a.m. and is open to
musicians and non-
musicians. 

“I hope those
who attend will
have a better un-
derstanding of the
role of beauty in
the liturgy,” said
Sedlacek, “which
will give a deeper
understanding of
the role of beauty
in everyday life. ”

Sedlacek, who is a Rapid City native,
works with FOCUS and their beauty ini-
tiative. According to the FOCUS Beauty
Initiative mission statement, the group

“through study, collaborative projects and
creative apprenticeship, aim to craft a com-
munity that  inspires artists to take their
unique place in the church and inspires all
to live a beautiful life.”

“The meaning of this is two fold,” ex-
plained Sedlacek. “First, we are
trying to live the Gospel
through the narrative of beauty
— reconnect through the artists
of our church. We are trying to
reach the artists and remind
people that the church was once
a patron of the arts. We want to
remind them what true beauty is
and send them out.

“Secondly, beauty is for
everyone.  Beauty  causes  us  to
awaken to the deepest desires of
our hearts. Beauty stirs in us a
sense that we were made for
more, which we were made for
the infinite God. Authentic
beauty is a place of encounter

with Jesus Christ, who is beauty. By hav-
ing a relationship with Christ, we can find
fullness of life — now and in eternity.”

The day will consist of three talks: 

Beauty in the New Evangelization:•
Exploring the Power of Beauty and Its Role
in Evangelization ( John Paul II Letter to
Artists)

Beauty in the Liturgy: Exploring All•
Aspects of Beauty in the Liturgy with 
Emphasis on the Music

Music in the Liturgy: Discussing a•
Beauty Initiative within FOCUS and
Liturgy at Our National Conferences —
what we receive at Mass is how we are
transformed and we bring that to the world. 

“I have been exploring my role as a 
musician in the Mass and have been diving
into what that means and how I can help
us pray,” she said. “Then we can all more
profoundly encounter God in the liturgy
and also in everyday life.”

Please RSVP/register (for lunch count):
Pat McDowell at patmcdowell44@
gmail.com or (605) 341-2174 by Monday,
July 17. 

All Rapid City Diocese music ministers
and clergy are encouraged to attend quar-
terly NPM meetings at which education,

prayer and fellowship are the focal points.
For more information about the Rapid City
Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians,
visit www.npmrc.org or find them on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/NPMRapid
CityChapter.

LEAH SEDLACEK



for Catholics involves the offering of
prayers, and particularly the sacrifice of the
Mass, on behalf of the deceased. Rev. 
Edward McNamara, a well-known writer
and liturgy professor in Rome, offers some
practical guidance in this regard: “Since it

is usually impossi-
ble to have a funeral
with the remains
shortly after death,
as this would render
the body unsuitable
for research 
purposes, a memo-
rial Mass without
the body can be 
celebrated so as to
entrust the soul of
the deceased to
God and offer the
family the opportu-

nity of mourning together. When the re-
mains are released to the family, another
Mass may be offered.”

A third potential area of concern 
involves the possibility that certain cells or
tissues derived from the human body may
be inappropriately used in research. To 
consider one instance, it is possible to 
harvest sex cells, or their progenitor cells,
from corpses even up to a few hours follow-
ing death. Some researchers might be
tempted to use these cells, for example, to
create human embryos in the laboratory for
biomedical research. Although such 
practices are uncommon, if an individual
believed that his or her cells were likely to

Catholic Health Care Services: “Catholic
health care institutions should encourage
and provide the means whereby those who
wish to do so may arrange for the donation
of their organs and bodily tissue, for 
ethically legitimate purposes, so that they
may be used
for donation
and research
after death”
(No. 63).

Although
there are not
any funda-
mental moral
objections to
donating our
bodies to sci-
ence, certain
details of how
the donation
is carried out are important. 

First, bodily remains should be properly
interred in the earth at the conclusion of
their use. The body should not be surren-
dered to researchers and then merely “left
in limbo.” Often a university or research in-
stitution will oversee and pay for the crema-
tion of the body after the research is
completed, so the family can then be given
the ashes. This may be specified in the
agreement signed by the individual ahead
of time. Assuring appropriate respect and
reverence for the body would thus include
arranging for burial in consecrated ground
afterwards. 

A second consideration of importance

be used in this uneth-
ical way by a research
institution, they
should not agree to
donate their bodies
after death.

Those contemplat-
ing the possibility of
donating their bodies
to science should
weigh a fourth con-
sideration as well,
namely, whether oth-
ers in their family are
open to their body
being utilized in this
way. They should find
out whether their
spouse, children, or
others close to them
would have any objec-
tions or concerns. At
the end of the day,
there may be some family members who, in
the words of one commentator, can’t quite
get past the idea, “that you will be dissected
over a period of months in anatomy class,
or cut up and divided among different pro-
grams (brain to an Alzheimer’s study, joints
to an orthopedic surgery training).” Careful
vetting of the details ahead of time helps
avoid resentment, pain and surprises after a
loved one passes on.

With these caveats and considerations in
mind, donating a body to science can 
indeed allow someone to “give back” or
“contribute to society” after death.

Fr. Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,

Ph.D.

Director of
Education 
The National
Catholic
Bioethics 
Center, 

Philadelphia. 
www.ncb
center.org
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Some people may wish to “donate their
body to science” after they die. Such a gift
of themselves can be objectively good and
praiseworthy provided that their body
would contribute to meaningful research or
study, and that it would not be used in a dis-
respectful or otherwise inappropriate man-
ner. 

There are a number of potentially laud-
able projects that can benefit from a person’s
decision to donate his or her body to sci-
ence. A human cadaver can be useful for
anatomical studies, to help train medical
students to save lives later. It can be of 
assistance in carrying out basic biomedical
research or in developing new medical in-
struments. It can be used as a forensic tool
to help solve crimes, such as studying 
advanced states of bodily decay. It can assist
with the training of surgeons, and can even
help with the development of various types
of safety or protective gear, like helmets, 
automobile airbags or bulletproof vests. 

In 1956, Pope Pius XII noted that 
consenting to “damage to the integrity of
the corpse in the interest of those who are
suffering, is no violation of the reverence
due to the dead.” St. John Paul II wrote in
a 1995 encyclical that one way of nurturing
a genuine culture of life “is the donation of
organs, performed in an ethically acceptable
manner, with a view to offering a chance of
health and even of life itself to the sick who
sometimes have no other hope” (EV 86).
The U.S. Catholic bishops have given simi-
lar guidance in their policy document called
The Ethical and Religious Directives for

When can I donate my body to science?

Developing new surgical instruments benefits from
donating a body to science.
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BY REGINA LORDAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

“Feeding Your Family’s Soul: Dinner Table
Spirituality” by Donna-Marie Cooper
O’Boyle. Paraclete Press (Orleans, Massachu-
setts, 2016). 256 pp., $15.99.

Book will feed family’s soul with dinnertime prayers, reflections
The meaningful dinner conversations

sparked by “Feeding Your Family’s Soul”
will make this book a daily dinnertime
treat.

Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle, an
award-winning author and an Eternal
Word Television Network host, has cap-

tured something so critical to a family’s
spiritual survival: praying and eating 
together. Many families are missing real
conversations and real connectivity to each
other and to God at the dinner table, and
this book is the solution.

The church teaches that the family as the
domestic church should be the foundation
of faith life. But hectic schedules and 
constant distractions get in the way of 
simply sitting down to eat dinner at the
same time. “Feeding Your Family’s Soul”
brings everyone back together to focus on
spirituality and on the family.

Each chapter, one for each week of the
year, takes simply saying grace before meals
and brings true grace to meals. The chapters
include reflections, lessons, stories, ques-
tions and recipes. Using this book as a
guide, Jesus truly is invited to dinner.

Although mostly appropriate for a 
family with elementary to high school age
children, the book easily can be adapted for
younger family members with a little 
creativity and minimal planning. The teach-
ings range from lessons about the commun-
ion of saints, which may spark a dinner
table conversation about purgatory and
heaven, to the power of forgiveness as 
exemplified by St. Maria Goretti, and the
importance of persistence as shown by St.
Monica.

Weeks 21 through 37 address the 
sacraments and the Ten Commandments.
The remaining weeks of the year discuss
prayer life, the cardinal and theological

virtues, more saints and a bonus chapter on
angels.

The first chapter of the book, titled
“Learning to Love Our Neighbor From St.
Teresa of Calcutta,” is dedicated to Cooper
O’ Boyle’s friend St. Teresa and the saint’s
passion for prayer and service to the most
marginalized. According to the author, St.
Teresa used to remind her of Holy Cross
Father Patrick Peyton’s famous saying: “A
family that prays together stays together.”
In the chapter, family members are 
challenged to think of ways to see Jesus in
others and to show extra love for others.

The reflection questions and “theme 
extensions” are meant to engage and 
challenge family members to live out these
Catholic teachings through doable and re-
alistic corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
The recipes are also simple, for example
Cooper O’Boyle included breaded 
drumsticks and slow-cooker pasta e fagioli
in the book.

Perhaps that is the best part of this book.
From its lessons to its extensions right
down to its recipes, it serves not to compli-
cate family life with another thing to do but
to simplify family prayer life and refocus
dinnertime around faith. As a working
mother of five and a grandmother, the au-
thor seems to understand the need for ob-
tainable faith development at home, and her
book does the trick.

Lordan has master’s degrees in education
and political science and is a former assistant
international editor of Catholic News Service.

Not Fed by
Bread Alone
This is the cover of 
"Feeding Your Family's
Soul: Dinner Table 
Spirituality" by Donna-
Marie Cooper O'Boyle.
Many families are 
missing real conversations
and real connectivity to
each other and to God at
the dinner table, and this
book is the solution. The
book is reviewed by Regina
Lordan. (CNS) 

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY — VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Applications are being accepted for the half time (20 hours per week) position of 

Filing Clerk for the Office of the Chancellor. 
FUNCTION: Is responsible for maintaining the filing system in an organized manner for the
function of the Chancellor’s office.
Qualifications:
•Excellent clerical skills with an emphasis on details, organization and logical thinking.
•Must possess a high level of confidentiality and discretion.
•Competency with computers is required. 
•Must demonstrate a willingness to learn the filing system and maintain it. 
•Familiarity with the Catholic Faith and the operation of the Catholic Church preferred. 
Open until filled. APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested individuals should send a bio and letter of
application by e-mail or postal mail listing three professional references along with a 
completed application form that can be downloaded from the diocesan website at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/

The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary. 
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City SD 57701
or email msimonson@diorc.org 
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FUNCTION: 
Assists the Judicial Vicar in the general coordination and direction of all Tribunal 
functions. Serves as Notary for the Tribunal.
QUALIFICATIONS: 
• Excellent secretarial skills including confidentiality and a high level of competency with
computers and computer programs. 
• Must demonstrate a willingness to learn the canonical system, implement it and 
maintain it. Training on the theology of this system will be provided. 
• Maintains and demonstrates a positive attitude toward the invalidity process.
• Must be a self-starter with strong customer service skills and the ability to work with
limited direct supervision. 

• Practicing Catholic with a good grasp of the Catholic Faith. 
Open until filled.

APPLICATION PROCESSS: Interested individuals should send a bio and letter of application by
e-mail or postal mail listing three professional references along with a completed applica-
tion form that can be downloaded from the diocesan website at: http://www.rapidcitydio-
cese.org/chancellor/employment/ The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary
and benefits package.

Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org.

Speaker Announced
Catholic Social Services has 
invited Dr. John Garvey, 
president of Catholic University of
America, Washington, D.C., to be
the keynote speaker at the 2017
Annual Banquet. It will be held
Sunday, October 1, from 3-5 p.m.
at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Cen-
ter, Rapid City. 
(Courtesy photo)

Timber Lake
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Training was held at the St. Joseph Center in Timber
Lake. The program trains adults to teach children about Mass by giving the children

hands on experience with the im-
plements used in the Liturgy.
Training was held May 22-26 and
May 29-June 2. (Back row L-R)
Tennile Lindskov, Chris Lemmer,
Natalie Biegler, Fr. Bryan
Sorensen, Jackie Kuhn, and
Sarah Schweitzer. (Front row L-R)
Lynn Soulek, Cara Biegler, Teresa
Chisholm — trainer, Mary
Lawrence, and LuAnn Lindskov. 
(Courtesy photo)

Cherry Creek
Bishop Robert Gruss 
celebrated Easter Mass at St.
Joseph Church, Cherry Creek.
Fr. Dan Juelfs, pastor is seen
partially obscured by the 
candle. (Courtesy photo)

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY — VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Applications are being accepted for the full time position of Tribunal Administrative Assistant.

#gonefishing
The fifth Bishop’s Fishing 
Tournament was held Friday, June 9.
St John the Evangelist Church, 
Ft. Pierre, hosted the event for the
Western South Dakota Catholic 
Foundation. Proceeds from the 
tournament and silent auction 
benefit the seminarian education
fund. This year’s the event raised
more than $8,500. (Left) Bishop
Robert Gruss, John Hight, and 
seminarian Mark Wesolik look at
their catch during the weigh-in. The
team placed third with a final weight
of 6.64 lbs. (Below) Frank Sack and
Larry Iverson visit with Chuck Poches
while he cooked the fish for the fish
fry.

Official results:
First place team with a total weight of
8.1 lbs: Merrill and Karen Olson
Second place team with a total
weight of 7.1 lbs: Al, Becky, and
James Berreth, and Mike Colleran
Largest walley Award: Lloyd 
Johnson with a weight of 2.2 lbs.
Parish Challenge Winners:
Jeff, Rebecca, Ty, and Tug Mikel — 
St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre

(Photos by Markus Erk)
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BY DEACON MARLON LENEAUGH
DIRECTOR OF NATIVE MINISTRIES

Have you ever been witness to a miracle?
I’ve been thinking a lot about miracles
lately, since the Gospel reading from John
on April 28. That was the story of Jesus
feeding the five-thousand. The story made
me wonder if I would believe more in Jesus
if I were present and personally witnessed
this miracle. Would my faith be deeper by
seeing this miracle because at the conclu-
sion of the Gospel, some were saying, “this
is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into
the world” ( Jn 6:14).

What is a miracle? According to Web-
ster’s Collegiate Dictionary a miracle is; an
extraordinary event manifesting divine 
intervention in human affairs or an 
extremely outstanding or unusual event,
thing or accomplishment. An event that
happens with the assistance of divine inter-
vention.

In the four Gospels of the Bible, there
are thirty-seven recorded miracles that
Jesus performed from his first in John 2:1-
11 where he “changed water into wine” and

Miracles are extraordinary events
the thirty-seventh also recorded in John
21:4-11, “the second miraculous catch of one-
hundred fifty-three large fish”

In Lakota Spirituality miracles also 
occurred but are not recorded because the
Lakota language is an oral language and not

a written one. I think one of the miracles
that occurred in Lakota history was the
coming of the White Buffalo Calf Woman.
She appeared at a time of great hardship,
and the people were starving. She re-
instilled a sense of hope and prosperity
among the people. She brought the Seven
Sacred Ceremonies to the Lakota People
and instructed them on how to use the 
ceremonies to help them live better lives.

Another miracle that happened in 
native history was a Mohawk/Algonquin
girl named Kateri Tekakwitha. She was a
model of faith and received a miracle at the
time of her death when all her small pox
scars disappeared and her complexion was
made beautiful. This was a two-fold miracle;
one living in the presence of such a holy
woman and two; witnessing Tunkasila heal
her. She lived so that others would be able
to find God through her model of faith and
in their own culture.   

These are definitely extraordinary events
that happened in Christian and Lakota 

Check us out at 
Facebook.com/
DioceseofRapidCity

https://
twitter.com/
RapidCitydiorc

history and we continue to honor these
events when we read scripture or share the
timeless stories. They inspire us and bring
us closer to the Holy. They keep us focused
in spite of our own hardships and times
when we may doubt our faith.

Miracles happen every day! We miss
them because we are always looking for the
big one. We tend to search for God in the
grandiose and fail to recognize the small
movements of the Holy Spirit in our daily
lives. Miracles are miracles because they are
extraordinary events that seemingly happen
when our hearts are receptive to receive the
immense love of the Father.

What are your miracles; a loved one
sobering up after years of battling the 
bottle, a son or daughter finding his/her
way, a relative apologizing to you after
many estranged years, a brother or sister
finding God in their life or a loved one
cured from cancer or another disease? The
list is endless, but so is the love of God, and
he wants you to see that you are a miracle.
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(Photos submitted by parishes)

Because the
loaf of bread is
one, we, though
many, are one
body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 

Immaculate Conception, 
Winner 

St. Anthony, Buffalo 

Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 

Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 

Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 

Blessed 
Sacrament, 
Rapid City 

St. Ambrose, Deadwood

St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre 
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(Clockwise)
St. Paul, Belle
Fourche; 

St. Isidore, Colome; 
Blessed Sacrament, 

Rapid City;
St. Therese the 
Little Flower, 
Rapid City 

Welcome to Our Lord’s Table

Call for more information:  
313.565.8888 ext. 121 or 150

Bishop Gruss

Bishop Robert Gruss
       invites you on pilgrimage to  

 ItalY 
October 23 - November 1, 2017  
Book now, prices starting at $4699.
On this 10 day, 8 night pilgrimage you will join Bishop Gruss on an unforgettable tour of the 
most beautiful places in Italy! You will visit Rome, Lanciano, Loreto, Assisi and Florence. 
Have daily Mass and learn about these sacred and beautiful sites of Italy!
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In Your Prayers
Birthdays: July 16, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP; July 28, Fr. John Paul Trask; July 31, Fr. Matthew
Fallgren. Ordinations: July 2, 1994, Bishop Robert Gruss (priestly ordination), July 2, 2015, Fr. Mark
Horn and Fr. John Paul Trask; July 3, 2003, Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 1999, Fr. Tony Grossenburg
and Fr. Brian Christensen; July 28, 2011, Bishop Robert Gruss (episcopal ordination). Necrology:
July 2, 1947, John McGowan; July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan; July 2, 1972, Edward Balfe; July 3,
1966, Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph Vorman; July 4, 2002, Christopher Scadron; July 7,
1992, Francis Berning; July 12, 1936, Aloysius Keel, SJ; July 12, 1957, Michael Brogan; July 13,
1957, Thomas Coleman; July 17, 1957, Tarcisius Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry Dunn; July 19, 1890,
William Mahoney; July 24, 1968, Joseph Golden; July 26, 1913, Robert Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 1965,
William Leahy; July 30, 1917, Martin Kenel, OSB; July 30, 1965, Martin Wittman; July 31, 1939,
Henry McRory.

BY BECKY BERRETH

“The knowledge I gained from VSI
sparked a great desire to serve the Lord in
the most intimate way that I could,” said
diocesan seminarian Joshua Lee. “So I
began to speak with Fr. Mark McCormick,
the vocations director for the diocese and
after I finished the masters course I entered
the seminary to discern the priesthood.”

Named for St. John Paul II’s encyclical
“The Splendor of Truth,” Veritatis Splendor
Institute is a catechist certification program
for all who are interested in sharing the
mission of the church. According to the
course materials, program leaders provide
instruction in the faith so that participants
may delve more deeply and understand
more fully the truths of the faith. It includes
doctrinal and liturgical education, disciple-
ship, spiritual life and prayer, community
life and mission, and more. Students can 
receive graduate credit through the Univer-
sity of Sioux Falls and it can be a pre-
requisite option for the diaconate program.

Many of the classes at the Veritatis Splen-
dor Institute are taught by priests of the dio-
cese and by Bishop Robert Gruss.

“I love handing on the faith,” said Father
Jonathan Dillon. “I know its cliché, but
there is nothing like somebody finally get-
ting it — where you see somebody’s faith

come alive because they now understand.”
“It was amazing to learn from the priests

of our diocese because not only did they
teach us how to be better catechists, they
taught us by example of their own faith,”
Lee said. 

“VSI is
for anyone
who wants
to grow in
their rela-
t i o n s h i p
with Christ and serve him by spreading the
Gospel,” said Susan Safford, director of the
Office of Faith Formation. “It’s not just for
religion teachers, but it’s for those who pass
on their faith in the church, at home, and in
the broader community.”

According to Rapid City Catholic
School System religion teacher Elizabeth
Hofer, learning with that broader commu-
nity has been the most rewarding part of
the experience.

“As part of the program, we meet with
other students throughout the year. I have
met with women in different stages in life
— some younger than me, some who are
older — all in different places in their jour-
ney with their family, spouses, and children,”
she said. “I see us all struggle to make these
abstract concepts come together with real-
ity. It’s why we are there — to see Christ’s

presence and what it means to be a church.
The cross-generational support and learning
has been such a gift to me.” 

Courses are offered once a month on a
Saturday at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center

from 9  a.m.-5
p.m. Participants
learn the basics
plus methodol-
ogy: how to
teach the faith,
programs to use,

resources to use, and how to engage people
about the faith. 

“Two of my favorite courses were
Liturgy and Sacraments with Bishop
Gruss and Mariology and Eschatology with
Fr. Jonathon Dillon,” Lee said. “Learning
the reason and meaning behind the seven
Sacraments of the Catholic Church only
awakened a love for them within my heart
creating a desire to grow in an intimate 
relation with Christ. Mariology was amaz-
ing because we were able to learn so much
more about the amazing woman, Our
Mother Mary, who said ‘yes’ to God in the
most intimate way possible. She is our best
example of how to say ‘yes’ to God and to
live a holy life.”

Basic certification requires one year of

classes based on the four pillars of the 
catechism. The masters level explores spe-
cific topics of the faith in more depth. Both 
levels include a weekend retreat at Terra
Sancta. Outside of class work, those want-
ing certification, work with a spiritual advi-
sor to grow more fully in the role of disciple. 

The yearly cost for the institute is $389
(includes lunches) plus lodging fees for the
annual retreat. Scholarships are available
and there is a monthly payment option.

“I think it’s important for people to con-
sider because faith is not simply a feeling,”
explained Father Dillon. “It’s a relationship
in which one desires to know the other. VSI
is more then just an academic program. It’s
learning more about the beloved.”

“I have found the Lord and he has
worked very simply and clearly in my time
at VSI,” added Hofer. “If he is calling you
to VSI and has put any desire in your heart,
know that he is at work and you will 
encounter him if you seek him.” 

Information packets and applications
can be picked up from your pastor, the
Chancery Annex at Terra Sancta, or at
rapidcitydiocese.org/faith-formation/
veritatis-splendor-institute/. Application
deadline is August 1 for the coming school
year.

VSI: ‘A relationship in which one desires to know the other’
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fOR infORmatiOn abOut space On the 2nd flOOR, Rent, 
lease peRiOd, paRking, utilities, etc. 

Please contact lorinda collings 605-348-6086
529 Kansas city street, raPid city, sd 57701

in Rapid city’s newest nOn-pROfit incubatOR
Office space available

HYATTSVILLE, Md. (CNS) — Msgr.
Paul A. Lenz, who was executive director of
executive director of the Washington-based
Black and Indian Mission Office from 1976
to 2007, died May 14 at Sacred Heart
Home in Hyattsville. He was 91.

His funeral Mass was celebrated May 18
at St. Demetrius Catholic Church in Gal-
litzin, Pennsylvania, the town of his birth,
followed by committal of his body at St.
Patrick Cemetery, also in Gallitzin.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak of Altoona-
Johnstown was the main celebrant of the
Mass, with Philadelphia Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, Benedictine Archabbot
Douglas R. Nowicki and several diocesan
priests as concelebrants.

When he retired, Msgr. Lenz, a priest of
the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, told
Catholic News Service that when he was
asked to take the job with the mission office
in 1976, he “wasn’t too happy with it” be-
cause at the time he was on home leave
from missionary work in Paraguay and was
planning to return there.

But Cardinal John J. Krol, then-arch-
bishop of Philadelphia, persuaded him to
take the post, he said.

The head of the mission office also is ex-
ecutive secretary of the Black and Indian

Pennsylvania priest who headed Black and Indian Mission Office dies at 91
Mission Collection, the Bureau of Catholic
Indian Missions and of the Catholic
Negro-American Mission Board. 

Msgr. Lenz was succeeded by Father
Wayne Paysse, a New Orleans priest, serv-
ing until 2015, when Father Henry Sands,
a priest of the Detroit Archdiocese, was
named executive director.

At the time of his retirement, Msgr.
Lenz remarked how the Tekakwitha Con-
ference had grown from about 50 partici-
pants a year to more than 1,000. The annual
gathering of American Indian Catholics
celebrates their faith and culture. 

The conference and center is named for
the first Native American saint, who is
nicknamed the “Lily of the Mohawks.” 

Kateri Tekakwitha was born to a Mo-
hawk father and Algonquin mother in 1656
in upstate New York. She was orphaned at
age 4 during a smallpox epidemic that left
her pockmarked and nearly blind. After
hearing the stories of Jesus from missionar-
ies, Kateri embraced Christianity and fol-
lowing her baptism some in her tribe turned
on her. She fled to a Mohawk Catholic mis-
sion in Quebec.

When Msgr. Lenz left the bureau, he re-
mained in Washington and worked full
time on then-Blessed Kateri’s cause as vice

postulator. She was canonized by Pope
Benedict XVI Oct. 21, 2012.

Paul A. Lenz was born Dec. 15, 1925, in
Gallitzin, the son of the late Raymond M.
and Aimee (Gillen) Lenz. He attended Al-
toona Catholic High School and St. Vin-
cent College and Seminary in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania.

He was ordained a priest of the Diocese
of Altoona-Johnstown April 2, 1949, by
Bishop Richard T. Guilfoyle, and he served
in diocesan parishes. 

Then-Father Lenz taught theology at St.
Francis University in Loretto and Mount
Aloysius College in Cresson, Pennsylvania.
He was awarded an honorary doctorate of
divinity by St. Vincent Seminary 1983.

He attended graduate school at Penn
State University, studied for a year in
Cochabamba, Bolivia, and served as a mis-
sionary for four years in Paraguay.

He was a former member of the board
of trustees of The Catholic University of
America in Washington and Xavier Univer-
sity in New Orleans, a historically black

Catholic college founded by St. Katharine
Drexel.

St. Katharine (1858-1955) was a
Philadelphia heiress who devoted her life
and wealth to ministering to Native Amer-
icans and African-Americans, building
missions and schools around the country.
She also founded the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament, in 1891. What was once her res-
idence in Washington is home to the Black
and Indian Mission Office.

Msgr. Paul Lenz during a visit to Rapid City in
1992. (WRC file photo)
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MuSTARD SEED

THE

HAS youR

The Light Shines on in the Darkness  

by Robert Spitzer

Who am I to Judge by Edward Sri

Fatima for Today 

by Fr. Andrew Apostoli

That Nothing May Be Lost 

by Rev. Paul Scalia

Saint Mary Magdalene

by Fr. Sean Davidson

The Holy Spirit, Fire of Divine Love 

by Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen

How the Catholic Church Built 

Western Civilization 

by Thomas E. Woods, Jr

Hard Sayings by Trent Horn

The Proverbs Explained

by Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ

708 St. Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD
605-348-5228

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m-5 p.m. 
Sat: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

‘Perfect Love Casts Out All Fear’
Totus Tuus Girls camp was held June 12-16 at Terra Sancta. This
year’s theme was “Fearless: Perfect Love Casts Out All Fear,” based
on John 4:18. Seventy-eight girls, grades seven through high school, 
participated in games, campfires, swimming, Mass, and adoration.
They also listened to vocations talks. In addition to young adult 
leaders, 24 sisters from 13 communities: St. Martin Monastery,
Rapid City; Sisters of St. Francis of the Immaculate Conception and
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi of Tshumbe, McLaughlin; Servants of
the Lord and the Virgin of Matara, Washington, D.C; Marian Sisters of
the Diocese of Lincoln, Waverly, Nebraska; Oblates to the Blessed
Trinity, Hopewell Junction, New York; Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia,

Nashville, Tennessee; Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family, 
Burlington, Wisconsin; Dominican Sisters Immaculate Conception
Province, Justice, Illinois; Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr 
St. George, Alton, Illinois; Mercedarian Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Cleveland, Ohio; Daughters of Divine Zeal, Reading, 
Pennsylvania; and Daughter of St. Mary of Providence, Syracuse,
New York; led the group. (Left) Sr. Rose Urbanczyk, MSF,
supervises a group of campers with painting a camp rock. (Right) 
Sr. April Marie Candelaria, HMSS, and Sr. Katie McCloskey, HMSS,
wave to all the campers to welcome the middle school group to
camp, with camper Mary Francis Witte and driver Nayeli Hernandez. 

To see more photos from 
Totus Tuus Girls visit  

https://www.facebook.com/GodsCall/

Behind hatred, violence
is an unloved heart,
pope says at audience

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Violence
and hatred often are signs that a person is
unhappy and feels unloved and unwanted,
Pope Francis said. In today’s world, people
— especially children and youths — often
feel that unless “we are strong, attractive and
beautiful, no one will care about us,” the
pope said June 14 during his weekly general
audience. “When an adolescent is not or
does not feel loved, violence can arise. Be-
hind so many forms of social hate and
hooliganism, there is often a heart that has
not been recognized,” he said. Despite a
heat wave that brought temperatures close
to 90 degrees, an estimated 12,000 pilgrims
donning colorful hats and umbrellas
cheered and waved as the pope entered St.
Peter’s Square. Pope Francis took a moment
to greet the sick who were watching the au-
dience from indoors because of the hot
Roman weather. “We are all together; we
are connected by the Holy Spirit who al-
ways unites us.” 

(WRC photos by Becky Berreth)
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Classifications used by the USCCB are: A-I,
general patronage; A-II, adults and 

adolescents; A-III, adults; L, limited adult 
audiences, films whose problematic content
many adults would find troubling; O, morally

offensive. For more information, visit:
http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.htm.

Classifications

Do not say 
‘I am only a

youth’ 

A “YouCat”
nugget 

courtesy of
the Office of
Youth and
Young Adult
Ministry

youcat.org

How does the church understand
the sacrament of Holy Orders?
The priests of the Old Covenant saw their duty as mediating 

between heavenly and earthly things, between God and his people.
Since Christ is the “one mediator between God and men” (1 Tim 2:5),
he perfected and ended that priesthood. After Christ there can be an
ordained priesthood only in Christ, in Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross,
and through a calling and apostolic mission from Christ. 
A Catholic priest who administers the sacraments acts not on the

basis of his own power or moral perfection (which unfortunately he
often lacks), but rather “in persona Christi.” Through his ordination,
the transforming, healing, saving power of Christ is grafted onto him.
Because a priest has nothing of his own, he is above all a servant.
The distinguishing characteristic of every authentic priest, therefore is
humble astonishment at his own vocation (1539-1553, 1592).

The Sacrament of Holy Orders has three degrees: bishop (episcopate), priest 
(presbyterate), deacon (diaconate) (1554-1593).

What happens in episcopal ordination?
In episcopal ordination the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders is conferred

upon a priest. He is ordained a successor of the apostles and enters the college of
bishops. Together with the other bishops and the pope, he is from now on responsible
for the entire church. In particular the church appoints him to the offices of teaching,
sanctifying, and governing (1555-1559). 
The episcopal ministry is the real pastoral ministry in the church, for it goes back to

the orignal witnesses to Jesus, the apostles, and continues the pastoral ministry of
the apostles that was instituted by Christ. The pope, too, is a bishop, but the first
among them and the head of the college.

Megan Leavey........................A-III
The Mummy........................... A-III
Wonder Woman..................... A-III

By Joseph McAleer (CNS) — Fasten your
seatbelts and start your engines for a wild
(and often ear-splitting) ride in the latest 
installment of the family-friendly animated
franchise.

Director Brian
Fee ramps up the
racing action
(and the roar of
the engines)
while introducing
a fleet of new
characters sure to please young viewers. Hap-
pily, there’s much more than the dizzying blur
of NASCAR-like action. Screenwriters Kiel Mur-
ray, Bob Peterson and Mike Rich inject a nice
amount of heart and pathos into the comedic
plot, and add winning messages about 
second chances and the value of mentoring.

The years have been kind to ace racer
Lightning McQueen (voice of Owen Wilson).
He's still at the top of his game. But just over
his shoulder is a new generation of faster 
vehicles, like the brash rookie Jackson Storm
(voice of Armie Hammer).

Temporarily sidelined by an accident, the
aging champ seeks a second chance by 
joining forces with a youthful trainer (voice of
Cristela Alonzo) and harkening to the wisdom

of a grizzled adviser (voice of Chris Cooper).
“Cars 3” is full of surprises, and there's a nice
twist in store well before the finish line.

Preceding “Cars 3” is a short film entitled
“Lou.” It's a charming fable
about a playground bully
who learns the error of his
ways thanks to some 
enchanted objects in his
school's lost-and-found box.

The film contains a brief,
highly stylized crash scene.

The Catholic News Service classification is 
A-I — general patronage. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is G — general
audiences. All ages admitted.

Cars 3 (Disney)

Vatican releases online questionnaire for youth
BY CAROL GLATZ, CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
AND BECKY BERRETH, WEST RIVER CATHOLIC

VATICAN CITY — To involve young people in prepa-
rations for the Synod of Bishops on youth in 2018, the 
Vatican has released an online questionnaire to better 
understand the lives, attitudes and concerns of 16- to 
29-year-olds around the world.

“The Holy Father is very much interested in what the
young people have to say,” said Father Mark McCormick,
director of vocations for the Diocese of Rapid City. “The
young people are full of wisdom and they can teach us
much about the joys and struggles in their own lives and in
the particular situations in which they live.”

Answers to the questionnaire, along with contributions
from bishops, bishops’ conferences and other church bodies,
“will provide the basis for the drafting of the ‘instrumentum
laboris,’” or working document for the assembly, synod 
officials said in January.

“Their voice, even though they might not think so, does
in fact matter,” explained Father McCormick. “As a Holy
Father said in the preparatory document for the 15th 
ordinary General assembly of the Synod of Bishops
on Young people, and the Faith, and Vocational Discern-
ment ‘by listening to young people, the church will once
again hear the Lord speaking in today’s world.’ Pope 

Francis sees the young church as collaborators in spreading
the gospel of joy.”

According to Susan Safford, also of Rapid City and 
director of Faith Formation, a diocesan committee has put
together this survey and made it available via Survey 
Monkey or in hard copy. These surveys are due no later than
September 1, 2017. Visit http://rapidcitydiocese.org/
synod-bishops-survey/ for a link to the online survey or for
a printable copy. The questionnaire — available in English,
Spanish, French and Italian — also can be found on the
synod’s official site: youth.synod2018.va/content/
synod2018/it.html. 

Young people from all backgrounds are encouraged to
take part in the questionnaire because every young person
has “the right to be accompanied without exclusion,” 
regardless of faith or religious belief, synod officials said. 

The list of 53 mostly multiple-choice questions is 
divided into seven sections: general personal information;
attitudes and opinions about oneself and the world; 
influences and relationships; life choices; religion, faith and
the church; internet use; and two final, open-ended 
questions. The write-in questions are an invitation to 
describe a positive example of how the Catholic Church
can “accompany young people in their choices, which give
value and fulfillment in life” and to say something about
oneself that hasn’t been asked in the questionnaire.

Other questions ask about living arrangements; 
self-image; best age to leave home and have a family; 
opinions about education and work; measures of success;
sources of positive influence; level of confidence in public
and private institutions; and political or social activism.

The section on faith looks at the importance of religion
in one’s life and asks, “Who Jesus is for you?” That question
provides 16 choices to choose from, including “the savior,”
“an adversary to be fought,” “an invention” and “someone
who loves me.” It also asks which topics — promoting
peace, defending human life, evangelization, defending
truth, the environment — are the most urgent for the
church to address.

The Vatican’s preparation for a synod generally includes
developing a questionnaire and soliciting input from bish-
ops’ conferences, dioceses and religious orders. This is the
first time the Vatican’s synod organizing body put a ques-
tionnaire online and sought direct input from the public.

A synod’s preparatory phase seeks to consult of “the 
entire people of God” to better understand young people’s
different situations as synod officials draft the working 
document. The synod on youth will be looking for ways the
church can best and most effectively evangelize young 
people and help them make life choices corresponding to
God’s plan and the good of the person.
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