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1. NicholasBlack Elklived a life of holiness during thE9" and 20" centuies. He wasa
Lakota Sioux holy man and lay convariSouth Cakota and hbecamewidely known
through the bookBlack Elk SpeaksandNicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man, Mystic,
Missionary. Bapti zedafitNerc htohe@assai nt wlhlwithe
Lakota traditions, he committed his lifeltetterknowing the GreaBpirit and teaching
Jesué w apgace bve, and harmony tamds all creation. In so doirfige seamlessly
lived Christian and Nativevays without contradiction and led over 400 Dakioé&ota
people to baptism in Jesus Christ
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https://youtu.be/QLjuKg1Oic8

Nicholas Black Elk

Why canonize him? Why now?

2. So vhy canonize Nicholas Black Elk and why nof baptism, # Christians are called
to become saintgndsinceits first days the churchhascanonizedoutstandingChristians
it identifies as intercessorsf prayerandmodels of virtue But north of Mexicq such
effortsweredelayeduntil 1884 when the United Stateshopdelt sufficienty
organi2d Thentheynominatedhreel7" century candidatefsom New York Staté
Mohawk-Algonquin converKateri Tekakwithaand Jesuit Fathésaac Joguesbothon
the left,andother Jesuit companis@added laterAs martyrsthe causes of the Jesuits
concluded firseindthey werecanonized in 1930K a t e r i thenfollowaed anadended
with hercanoniationin 2012 Meanwhile, nore North Americansfollowed, such as
SaintKatharine Drexe| a wealthy benefactor wHought racisnby funding Catholic
schools for African and Native American childr@mdJuan Diego CuauhtlatoatzifK tu
-tk -t@eET -2, al6™ centuryAztec converin Mexicowho at the request dflary, the
Mother of God had a shrine builb herhonotr Since thencandidatesave been
nominatedwith regularity,such a®\palacheeconvertAntonio Cuipaand 81
companbns all 17" centuryconvertsandmissionariesn Floridamartyredby Anglo-led
slave seekerandFather Augustus Toltona pioneering priesiornwho foughtlife-long
racism andoundel C h i ¢ a g &fi can Americapiarish Now, inspired by Saint
Kate r i 0,snanlyfaithfu believe thalNicholasBlack Elk should benominatedoo.



Hehakasapa, Black Elk

Born into Big Road's Band
Little Powder River

3. His daughter Lucy Looks Twicsaid thatHeQOakasapa, or Black Elk, was borrinto Big
Ro a d 6 sn 18660n the Little Powder Rivan Wyoming In hisfamily, he was the
fourth generation named Black Edkerhis father and grandfathetowere prominent
medicine men.While growing up, he plgedboyhood gameduniedwith his fatherand
listened tahe wisdom storietld by his elders andin so doing, héearredcourage,
bravery, and spiritual awareness in all things.

Hehakasapa, Black Elk
His vision at Black Hills’ highest peak
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5.

As aboy, Black Elkachieveddevotion andieep belief in divine powgand ly age six

his elders agreed thhehadreceived a great visiomdm WakanTanka, the GreaSpirit.

In it, he prayedatopHinhan Kaga, or Black Elk Peak which at 7,242 feet of elevatiors
theB | a c k higthest plonsadd the highesinein theUnited States east of the Rocky
Mountains. Herecalled "l was standing on the highest mountain of them all, and round
about beneath meas the whole hoop of the worlédnd while | stood there | saw more
than | can tell and understood more than | saw; for | was seeing in a sacred manner the
shapes of all things in the spirit, and the shape of all shapes as they must live together
like one being Four years latepon June 2826, 1876 onthe Little BighornRiverin
Montanathe Lakotaandtheir allies courageouslyacedthe U.S. Army &" Cavalry
Regimentandachieved victoryn a great battle And dthough traumatized, yourlack

Elk supportedhis peopleto the extent possibleFearing retaliationseveral bands,

includ i ng Bi fedIiRtoexithid westernCanac where theyendured starvatioas

the buffalo herdsetlined Meanwhile, lecausef his vision somemedicine mermelped
Black Elkto becone ahealerlike his father and grandfathefhen dter four yearsn
CanadaBi g R o a thepgants Etarn w South Dakotand along the waylack Elk

led a horsetail dance smnounethe start of hisiealingpractice

Hehakasapa, Black Elk

Seeking the Great Spirit

0

Bi g Ro a déltlaat BinerRitlgeone of the agencied the Great Sioux Indian
ReservationwhereLakota lifewaschangng rapidly. Black Elkremained strong in his
devotion and respett the Great Spirjtandhe continuallysoughtto learnmore about his
ways In early 1885hedictatedadire but hopeful lgerto lapi Oayeor Word Carrier, a
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ProtestanDakotalanguagenewspaperin it heexclaimedfié my r e Ithase ofvoe s ,

whoreadthe book[theBible] é it is necessary to have the people follow the laws
closely. Life on earth is venear[the end] believee 6 Andwith 176 Lakota peoplé
primarily grassdancers and mission schoolbdyBlack Elk signeda letter supporting
Pope Leo Xlllito declare the Mohawk virgin, Katerekakawitha, a saint in heaven.
Basedat Standing Rock Agencyt was oneof 27 such lettersigned by NativéNorth
Americansafterthe U.S. bishopeadnominated hein Decembepnf 1884, andLakota
peoplerespondedesoundinglywith a disproportionate shacod the 906 total signatures
Quite likely, Father Francis Craft, shown ifedcal dress andanceregalia,encouraged
this strongesponseHe wasa Kateri devotegvhoimmersed himself in Lakoteulture
while servingas an itinerant pastoeaching out to the Lakota people

Hehakasapa, Black E1IK!

6. Eager for adventure, Btk Elkjoinedi Bu f f al o Bi | | ¢sho@tbedngxb s
year wherénevisited Chicago,New York, andMontreal Thefollowing year, they
visitedEngland and n London because of his exceptional dancing abilitgwas
selectedas one of the fewo dancefor Queen Victoria s  p showhanbriegher50"
anniversanas queenOn the right, ghotographethere bok his picturan regaliawith
Elk. Tothe northin ManchesterBlack Elkand othes road streetcarsBut the show
moved onwithout themwhich forced him tasharperhis Englishspeaking skills.Then
alone he visited Germany and livedth a familyin Paris which further expanded his
view of theworld. He experienced more hospitality asmvChristian faith in action
and dhough he gew up believing all Crow Indians were horse thieaes



7.

untrustworthy he learned to jugk everyone fairly and honestyg individualsrather than

as members adthnicor racial groug, which n lapi Oayehe recordedi é of t he
mano&s ma nyly cisufatie ¢theislb e bi ef s about Gpdbos w
acte d éwanted to understand. | traveled to one city after another and there were man
customs around Godbés will .o

Hehakasapa, Black Elk

Messiah Movement (Ghost Dance)

By 1889 Black Elk washomesickin Paris and hemetBuffalo Bill who arranged his
returnhometo Pine Ridge Therehe continued hispiritual quesby participating irthe
Messiah Movement or Ghost Dance, a religioevivalwith Lakotaand Christiarbeliefs
After vigorousdancing he had aothervision. il saw the holy tree full of leaves and
blooming . . . Against the tree there was a man standing with arms held wide in front of
him. | looked hard at him, and | could not tell what people he cameé&ratis hair was
long and hanging loosend on the left side of hishedde wor e an eagl e

b o d petame very beautiful with all colors of lighHe spoke | i ke sir
such that all earthly things belong to méour father, The Great Sprit, has said this.
Youtoomustsa t HWheshadent out | i k eoaadhenogdthe i n a

fié holes in the palms of his hands. ®@utthe U.S. Cavalry endatitragicallyat
Wounded Knee Creek on December 29, 188@st beforet began FatherCraft
attempted t@ersuadghost dncers to turn backor which Black Elk complemented
him asfié a very good man, and not like the other Wasich@th werewoundedand
over 200 people were killed



Nicholas Black
Baptized Nicholg3

8. Two years later, Black Elk married Katherine War Bonrid¢he Pine Ridgégency

community of Oglala, where they raised their family. Appareastig was Catholic,
because their three childrérall sons including Beh were so baptizedKatherine died
in 1903, and Black Elkontinued his healing practicghile he haing conflicted
thoughts severe ulcersandfeelings of beingdrawnby the GreaSpirit towardsa new
direction The next year, aakotafamily summonedim andJesuit Father Joseph
Lindebner to minister to their dyirgpn On meetinghe priest Black Elk deferred to
him and hisChristianprayerwithout protest antieacceptedisinvitationto studythe
Catholic faithatthe nearbyHoly RosaryMission After two weeks of intense study,
FatherLindebnemaptizechimfi Ni ¢ han Dexesmbe 6", the feast day of Saint
Nicholas Therdor hetookto heartthe legacy of himewpatron saint SaintNicholasi
knownfor his humility andcharity, especially towardshildren and the popwhich
resonatectronglywith hiscommitment to healingthers No longerdid he sigrhis
nameasjust HeGakasapaor Black Elk; insteadnow he signedt Nicholasor Nick
Black Elk. Furthermoremedicaltreatmentsooncured his ulcerpermanently



Nicholas Black Elk

Family man

9. Soon,Nick Black Elkmarriedagain and his second wifénna Brings Whiteywas
Catholictoo. Shebore daughter Lucthenextyearandtwo sonsafter that Anna diedn
1942 and thereafteBlack Elk lived with hisadultchildrenand their families

10. Meanwhile, the JesuitecognizedNick Black Elkd enthusiasm and excellent memory
for Scripture and church teachings in LakoSmo, they appointed him as a cateclost
teacher of Christian faittvherehe campaigned for Christ in mammampsand



communities. At first, he served fron®ur Lady of the Sioux Churcit Oglalaabove
andby 1907,he served most yeafi®m SaintAgnesat Mandersonin 1911, heattended
a statewide Catholic Sioux CongreddHoly Rosarywhere he anéellow catechistsvore
threepiece suitdonated to thenissin. But instead of wearing shod3lack Elkwore
fully beaded moccasinsBy then he hadended his healing practideecausée sawit as
contradictingprayerto the GreaSpirit asthe TruneGod of the Creator Fathehis son
Jesus ChrisandtheHoly Spirit. Likewise, he repudiated trespecs of violencein his
great vision.Soon other Lakota peopletho knew himas a healefiollowedhim to Jesus

Nicholas Black Elk

Teaching with tradition

11. Nonethelesd\icholasBlack Elk continuedhis overallinvolvementin traditional Lakota
ways Now in his 40s he still dancel activelyasshownin this 1908lineupat arodeoin
Interior, South Dakota, just north of the reservati@vhile most dancers wore popular
c hi ef 0 sgainBlagk&lk stomd apart and wotbetraditionalw a r r regaliawith
theporcupine hairoachheaddresandeagle feathecrow belt.



Nicholas Black Elk

Teaching with pictufes

12. As acatechist, Nicholas Black Efkequentlytaught theBible with the Two Roadsa
colorful teachingscrollinventedgenerationdefore Hereh e @achingchildrenwith it
at ther Pine Ridge Reservation hordaring the 192Q0s

13. Read from bottom to top, thiewvo Roadgresents a Biblical timelinglong the center
from the Jewish Ol d Testament iand bl ack t
supplementedith picturesot he wor | dbés Cr ghe Gardemof Edan, s e\
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14.

J e sliiesadbn d t h e fodhdingto etdnél judgement The sidessupport the center
with two parallel roads afontrastingconduct The leftpresentsa golden good way of
righteousneswith picturesof Noahodés Ar k and t h ethefsdveno d,
virtues of the Churchand the Communion of saints leading to a celestial Heanetthe

right presents black bad way of difficultiewith picturesof Cai n6s sfrom | e a
Edento the Tower of Babekhe Protestant Reformers, and the Devd fieery Hell.

Glassesweredifficult to acquire Soonly thosewith poor eyesighandadesireto read
and writemade the effortNicholas Black Elk waso motivatedasshown in Saint

Eli zabet hés Ch,unrl@236 at aga T0Sice ke wasp&sgsthadl age when
schools were first establishatiPineRidge he made the extra efforaind taughhimself

to read andwvrite newspapergheBible, andotherbooksin Lakota and English
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Nicholas Black Elk \
y Teaching with written words in
Sinasapa Wocekiye Taeyanpaha, The Catholic}

15. Like othercatechistsNicholas Black Elkvrote pastoral letters about Christian living
They appearedilGi nas apa Wo c e kor The Cafhaiec\iieea pakotaa
language newspapdistributedacross the Northern Plains whilee governmenfiorbade
childrento speakthdr languagen school From1907 to 1916hewrotemore than a
dozenletters,andlike SaintPaul, he called people f@sudy relatingpersonal
experiences ttheBible. In this 1914letter, he useal the sinking otthe steamshiglitanic
as a metaphan addressinghe problem ofyreedin theworld. It hadsunk two years
eatier and was similar the ones he used in transatlantic crosdilvtgn of the United
States constructed a very large and fast boat. We made many millions of dollars, so th:
inafewnigh4¢ one crossed the oceantée TYesey s a
those rich men believed it. They did not know what they would come up against. So, 0
day they struck against something, so the boat they made sank from blindness, a difficL
that came over them, and their fright was great. Yes my Relatikesa taok. There
was an accident due to a great honor.
trouble is up above. In worldly honor we twitch. You pay your debts up above when yo
are up against something. [Yet] You do not see when you ack ¢ty something
| ar geé There i s a grave sinélleatisvery The
troublesome, my RelativeBesire to be close to our Savior. Desire to stay in our ghip.
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Nicholas Black Elk

Traveling while teaching

16. Because of his teaching abiisi,the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missigns Washington,
D.C., fundedNicholasBlack Elkto preachon severateservations Startingin 1908,he
did soin Wyoming,NebraskaandSouth Dakota witlhis closefriend and partner, Jesuit
Faher Henry Westrgpon t he | ef t . tHeeRosebuth &sdyvatiott e a ¢ h

17. From 1913 to 1916Nicholas Black EllkandFatheiWestroppservedon the Yankton
Reservationn South Daka, which endedwhenhe atteneéd a statewideCatholic Soux
Congressherewith these catdusts and clergy
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Nicholas Black Elk

Traveling while teaching

18. Later hat summerNicholasBlack Elk attendeda Catholic Sioux Congress on tRert
PeckReservationn Montana Shown next to hinns Ojibwa Father Philip Gordqra
gifted speaker from Wisconsamdchaplain at Haskell Instituia Kansas

Nicholas Black Elk

Church elder

19. During World War [,NicholasBlack Elk lost his friend, Fath&Westroppbecause
mission needs in India prompted him totgere Then,Black Elkteamel upwith other
Jesuis and catechistiom his baset SaintAgnesin Mandersonasshownherein 1947
after a meetingvith fellow eldersin the church halhownamed Black Elk Hall in his
honor. With themis FatherEugeneBueche] one ofthe lastfluent Lakotaspeaking



20.

Jesuitsvho samlesslypresentedChristianity in Lakota Now, monolingualAmerican
bornJesuityrevailed whowere less immersed lrakota language and cultuaadmore
insistert on followingthech u r dRbniascentricrules In 1933,ahorsedrawn wagon
accidentdisabla Black Elkand forced him tasea cane

Nicholas Blagk

His words and ]ohn“; ar

In May 1931, authorJohn NeihardinterviewedNicholas Black Elor whathecalled his
life storyi Black Elk Speaks:Being the Life Story of a lely Man of the Oglala Sioux,
as told to John G. NeihardtFamiliar with such worksBlack Elkwelcomedthe project
andtold his entire lifestorywith theexpectationt would inspireothersto follow Jesus as
theson of theGreatSpirit. In so doinghegavethe month of his spiritual rebirtbn Saint
Ni ck 6s Dawo oonr otf hreRReepsmi mg Thi s heusetheared b i
and black roadnetaphorgrom the Two Roadsandhe concludedhis story by taking
Neihardt to theop ofBlack Elk Peakand prayinghis Thanksgiving Payer, now
understoodn the light ofJesus ChristBut theyhaddifferentagenda. To encapsulate
his storyfor nonLakotareadersNeihardtdeclutteredt andfocused orhis great vision
addeda solemrand reverentong and endedt tragially atWounded Kneavhen he was
just 24 Thatenabled\eihardtto keepits messagsimple andavoidthe complexites of
his ongoingspiritual quest This disappointedlack Elkandundermined his credibility
as aloyal Catholicand itconfused the public and manf{ hisadmirers
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Nicholas Black Elk

His words and John Neihardt

21. Medicine man Frank Fools Crop® | a ¢ k E | kféltshat Nehartfailed,to capture
hisu n ¢ Ihiemérandpersonality NicholasBlack Elkwas a consummate joker with a
whimsical perspective and love of animalde r e ritirey Bsloneyo one of his
favorite horseswho like all the othershadanEnglishnameb e gi nni ng wi t h

Nicholas Black Ell '

At the Duhamel Pageani‘.‘

22. Meanwhilein the Black Hills sculptor Gutzon Borglum and cremerecarvingMount
Rushmorewhich generagd substantiatourism Soon Rapid City businessmailex
Duhamelorganizeda summertimé.akota pageant nearby, which udwtef depictionsof
traditionalreligiousceremonies anlifewayspresented twice dailyHe invitedNicholas
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23.

Black Elk tonarrateand demonstrate key evenftsr whichB |l a c k E | fravided Sp e
abasis taeachLakota heritage To do so, heselectedreenactedand describedeven
religiousceremoniegsseverrites parallelto the CatholicC h u r sehefsacraments

which Joseph Epes BrovatditedasT he Sacred Pi pe: Bl ack E
Rites of the Oglala Sioux

Nicholas Black Elk

At the Duhamel Pageant

TheDuhamelpageantontinued fomore tharma decadeIn it, Nicholas Black Elk wore
Chi ef 0 goo, and g thd leftde posedvith grandson George Looks Twidas
daughter Lucg s . BesideghereenactmentBlack Elkincreasinglypracticel
traditional worshipwhichsomeJesuitsangrily branded ag h e a.d This dismayed
him as proof otheirignorancebecausdne believed he was followirthe Great Spirid s
will. Meanwhile,some fellow catechists passé@ditional ceremoniesegained traction,
andsomeof friends and famildrifted awayfrom Church NonethelessBlack ElIkd dual
commitment remained stroramdhe encourage othersto do likewise.
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Caring Grang

24. Before passg, NicholasBlack Elksharecsomeo f  h i Igtle-known elebads His
daughter Lucy.ooks Twice on the left thenconcluded that1866, and not 1863vashis
correctbirth year sheknew he heldhis rosary constanthywhile praying whetherpraying
with it or with his pipe andshe knewhis Thanksgiving Prayediffered markedlyfrom
N e i h aversiah, @hich sheretoldand prayed:

| am talking to you, Grandfather Great Spirit, on this day.

Pitifully, | sit here.

| am speaking for my relatives, my children, my grandchildren,

And all my relatived wherever they might be.

Hear me, Grandfather Great Spirit.

With your help, our needs ataken care of.

You have helped us in the time of want during the past.

And on this day we wish to thank you.

Hear me, O Great Spirit.

This day is a day of thanksgiving.

The nations of living things the world odeand we the twdeggeds,

Along with the cHdren and the smaller ones with thérmmome to you today to
express thanks.

In the future make us see a red day of good.

In the past you have preserved us from evil on this red road.

Keep us on this road, and do not let us see anything wrong.

[, my children and my grandchildren shall wallded like children by your hand.
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You have helped us in all things.

And Grandfather, Great Spirit, through your power alone we have survived.
Grandfather, Great Spirit, you have come and put us dogathered together on
Mother Earth.

And while we continue in this world you provide food for all living creatures.
So we give you thanks on this day.

Grandfather take pity on me.

One day, we shall go and arrive at the end of the road.

In that future, we shall be without any sinadit

And so it will be in the same manner for all my grandchildren and relatives
Who will follow us as well.

We give you thanks, Grandfather, Great Spirit.

| am sending this prayer to you.

Nicholas Black Elk

Sky sign

25 When near death in 1950, NilbdveaferlmgtiBat a c k

when | die, some sign willbesedlay be God wi | | whidhailtellofo me 1
his mercyd OnAugustl7™, hereceived h e ¢ h ur c hrdhs falthaimaandr i t e
diedthat day At his wake the skieaboveMandersordarced vigorously with an
extraordinary display of aurora borea&enaround the world On the lefthisfriend

John Lone Gooseeflected Gdtl[was]sending lightdo shine on that beautiful man

and Jesuit Br ot her TiskylwasgionediigbtHluminatigncll a i
never saw something seagnificené ever yt hi ng was constan
directioné from the east and south, nor
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wher e t meising ap into¢he gky, and it was a trerdens sight 351 years
earlier, Shakespeare penned about great leadehslius Caesariiwhen beggars die
there are no comets se€fhe heavens themselves blaze forth the death of ponces.

\

* Nicholas Black Elk

The Pipe and Christ

26. Two decadesater, the moverant for Native American studiescclaimedBlack Elk
Speaksandthe Second Vatican Council recognizech e wor | dés cul tur
tot h e c lglabal enisstos This convergencked the churchandall people of faith
and goodwillto seek inspiration frorthelegacyof Nicholas Black Elk From left to
right, hs son Ben Black ElkwhohadattendedRed Cloudthe former Holy Rosary
Mission Schoolendorsedts effortsto integratel akota language and cultuirgo its
curriculum medicine man Frank Fools Crgwayed with his pip while blessinghealtar
at Saintisaac Jogues Churam Rapid City JesuitFatherPaulSteinmetzprayed with his
pipe at masandcelebratd masson theSun Dancgroundsat Fool s Canwo ¢
Standing Rock Lakota Franciscaist®r Marie TheresArchambaultdevelopedhe
retreatguide,A Retreat with Black EIK Living in the Sacred Hoop Meanwhile
Jesuits andnedicine merctompared.akota and Christian traditioms lengthy
discussionghatculminated inThe Pipe and ChristA Christian-Sioux Dialogue the
Catholic Church Extension SocidtgnoredBlack Elkandt he Rapi d Early y
Lakota catechistwith its Lumen Christi Awardfor outstandingevangelizationand he
diocese conductechantenselO-year follow up with Lakotgarish repesentationand
community eldershatculminated inRecommendations for the Indturation of Lakota
Catholicism
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Lucy Black Elk Looks I

Daughter and advocate \

27. Knowing thatBlack Elk Speak&as notthe storyher fatherenvisionedLucy Looks
Twice useda chanceencounteat Red CloudSchoolto recruitFather Steltenkamio
write that full story At his 1976 priesthood ordination, she hatbhimat his priesthood
ordination byplacingthe Stollon his shouldetsvhich symbolizdhis newpriestly
commitment Thereafterhespentyears in painstaking researcollecting and analyzing
oral tegimony, personapapersandpublishedresearch, which culminated in two books,

Black Elk: Holy Man of the OglalaandNicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man,
Missionary, Mystic

Nicholas Black Elk
His vision and Black Hills" highest peak
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28. Manyhadwishedt o s ee t he Bl awiamdd afterlthss dolytman, dne s t
while politicians argueéthe merits oftecharg e, t he p o we rtwathHet c
made his proclamation ondbestarry nighsin August 199. 30years later,le U.S.
Congress designateearby Black Hilldandas the Black Elk Wildernessithin the
National Wilderness Preservation Systemd in 2016theU.S. Board a Geographic
Namesrenamedt, Bldick Elk Pealo

Flowering as a Saint

29. So too, nanywould like to see the Catholic Church proclairicholas Black Elkas one
of Gaambiized saints For two yearsfrom 2014to 2016, over 1,200 people of
goodwill i Nativeand nonNative from across the United Stataad elsewheré signeda
petitionrequestingB | a ¢ k cakRonikafioa causevhichhis grandchildrerpresented to
Rapid City Bishop Robert Grusé&dmong them wasis grandsonGeorge Looks Twice
shown withMarquette University archividflark Thielat Saink at er i 6 s imano
Romefour years earlierWhentheyfirst metthat day it was arandomencounter and
they di dnot ,d&dlLooks Teeesahnexdtoltmetandtold himhis hope
that someday his grandfather would be canonized $oacethen,otherNative Catholis
repeated tbwish andgathered signatures for tipetition Clearly,Black Elkserves as
model of holines$or many people of faith andhinonized saintsomprise an ever
growing flowering bouquet, to which Holy Mother Church continually adds more
recognizedsaints. Whiledl causes are arduous, the sainthood pathway andipdee
Pope Francikas beernhe bestever, and his advocacy fordigenous peopland the
earth resonatesell with Black Elkwho servedlesus anthe Great Spiritwhile
advocating fopeacelove, and harmoy among all of creatian
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30. But, the causefor NicholasBlack Elkhas notyetbegun Beforeit does Bishop Grussas
petitioner, mustformerly applyor petitionthe Congregation fahe Causes of Saints in
Rome Becauselisis an extensivgorocesshewill needreasonable assurances ttiegt
causewill succeed First,adiocesartribunalmustcarefullygather and studall relevant
writings and testimongf hisholinessn accordance with Vatican protocaWhenhe
approveghet r i b uvesulislhéndl submitit with the petitionapplicationfor review
by the Congregatioand the Holy Father, the popH.they approvethe Holy Father will
declarehim Servant of GodNicholas Black Elk Thiswill officially openhis causet
the first ofa fourstep processf Servant of God, Venerable, BlessadgdSaint Next,
Bishop Grussvill seekan endorsement from théS. Conference of Catholic Bishops;
postulatorswill beappointed as officidlaisons between Rome and theaks; and the
diocesan postulatavill commissiorthe writing and compilation ad positio,or special
biography withsupport document®cused orhis holinesswhich the @ngregation and
the Holy Fathewill review. Ifthrough theoositio,the Pope recognigshisvirtues,he
will declare himVenerableNicholas Black Elk Most whoreach this stewill be
declaredsainteventually, but only God knows for sure. Nomtercessory praysmare
encouragedorayer cards malye issuedandresultingallegedfavorsandmiracleswill be
recorded. Congregation protocols alwaysstrict andcauses vary greatip length for
many reasons. theHoly Father authenticat@smiracle occurringhroughhis
intercessionhewill declarehim BlessedNicholas Black a feas daywill bedesignated
andit will permit churchego benamed irhis honorwith some restrictionsAfter the
Holy Father authenticatessacondmiracle, hewill becanonize SaintNicholas Black
Elk andthe church will liftthe previous restrictionsWhile causes have taken hundreds
of years, many today are completed in just ten yddonethelesshere aralways
significant expense$or which the petitionemust takeesponsibility
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