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May the Lord be at your side as you shepherd
the faithful in the
Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming
Bishop Robert D. Gruss,
the Clergy and People of the Diocese of Rapid City

It’s such a great life of journeying with people in their faith
BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
When a diocese becomes vacant because the bishop has
been moved, retired or deceased, the Holy See looks for a
man whose gifts and experiences are best suited to serve
the particular needs of that local church. In the case of the
neighboring state of Wyoming, the priest selected grew up
on a farm-ranch, has driven many rural highways, lived in
a very similar climate, served on a Native American reservation, and worked in a post energy boom town where the
mines were closed.
March 16, news spread quickly — Pope Francis named
Fr. Steve Biegler, 58, Rapid City, as the ninth Bishop of
Cheyenne, Wyoming. The diocese encompasses the entire
state.
Fr. Steve Biegler was born on March 22, 1959, in
Mobridge. His family owns a farm-ranch operation near
Timber Lake. His parents are Alfred (deceased) and Mary
Biegler. He has six brothers and six sisters, including
Rhonda Nickerson, who passed away July 9, 2010.
Growing up in Timber Lake, he attended Holy Cross
Catholic School. He recalls that vocations were discussed
at home. “My parents were always supportive if one of us
were to have a religious vocation. I had a good family of
prayer and faith and I see that as central to my vocation,”
he said. “Fr. Jerry Scherer is my mother’s first cousin and
he was close to our family. He stopped by a lot. With the
school we had the Presentation Sisters out all the time and
we would invite the parish priest, too.”
He graduated from Timber Lake High School in 1977.
He attended the S.D. School of Mines and Technology in
Rapid City for one year, 1977-78. “I took a day to think
about life and seminary came to mind. I said, ‘Not right

now, I’ll have to think about that.’ I was also considering
ranching and having a family and those thoughts were part
of considering the priesthood and celibacy,” said Bishopelect Biegler.
Most of the next eight years, he worked on the family
farm. “We had radios in the tractor, but I would often just
turn the radio oﬀ. That was a really powerful place of meeting God in the beauty and quiet of nature,” he said, adding,
“It was wonderful time for prayer and discernment.”
When he felt he needed a change, “I left for a little bit
and went to Wyoming and worked with a construction
crew filling in old underground coal mines around Glenrock near Casper. They had slurry of gravel and a compound
similar to concrete. They were trying to stabilize those
mines because they were caving in under the town.
“The priest in the town was the vocation director for the
diocese, so I did end up talking to him a little bit,” said
Bishop-elect Biegler.
He attended Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary and
St. Mary College in Winona, Minn., from 1986-89 and
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in philosophy. From
1989-1993, he attended the North American College in
Rome where he received an STB or Bachelor of Sacred
Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. He was
ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Rapid City
at Holy Cross Church in Timber Lake on July 9, 1993.
“I went back to NAC as a faculty member from 2003 to
2006, and stayed another year, 2007, and finished a biblical
theology degree,” he said. From the University of St.
Thomas in Rome he received an STL (License in Biblical
Theology).
A list of parishes and diocesan positions he has held are
on page 14. In 2010-11, he served as Diocesan Adminis-

trator following the departure of then-Bishop Blase
Cupich for his appointment as Bishop of Spokane, Wash.,
until the ordination of the current ordinary, Bishop Robert
Gruss.
“I had some experience of overseeing the diocese during
that year, going out and doing confirmations — which a
DA does, and I learned about the workings of the diocesan
staﬀ,” he said.
Bishop-elect Biegler said he will miss this diocese, family members, friends he has made at parishes where he
served, and what he describes as “a great fraternity of
priests.”
“For me, I’ve come to know that priesthood is where I
belong and obviously it’s demanding but it’s so fulfilling,
such a great life of journeying with people in their faith.
So I’m excited to continue that journey. I’ll continue it
there. I am looking forward to getting to know the people
and priests as a bishop,” he said.
He already knows a few people in the diocese; his
brother Royce Biegler and his wife, Kim, live in Gillette,
and several nieces and nephews are in Wyoming. Fr. Steve
Titus, the vocation director for the Diocese of Cheyenne
was in Rome as a seminarian when Bishop-elect Biegler
was a faculty member. Also, Fr. Andrew Kinstetter was a
student at the School of Mines when Bishop-elect Biegler
was the Newman Center Chaplain.
His episcopal ordination will be June 5. The West River
Catholic will carry more details in the April issue.
(Editor’s note: Fr. Biegler is the second diocesan priest to be
named a bishop. In 1978, Fr. Lawrence Welsh was named
Bishop of Spokane. He later served as an auxiliary bishop in
the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis.)
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Cheyenne’s Gain
Bishop Robert Gruss was a seminarian at North American College in Rome with Fr. Steve Biegler. As diocesan administrator he was the first from the Diocese of Rapid City
to greet Bishop-elect Gruss when he arrived in Rapid City.
Fr. Steve was the only person I knew in the diocese
when I came here. He was very helpful in being the
history of the diocese for me. Being the administrator,
Fr. Steve could fill in the missing links in my very limited understanding of the history of the diocese as well
as the current challenges that I would be facing as I
began my new ministry .
Fr. Steve is a very competent and gifted pastor. He
has the many gifts necessary to shepherd the people
entrusted to his care. I have always found him to be very
wise and discerning. He has a good mind which allows
him to look at a situation, dissect what needs to happen,
and provide great insight into the solutions. He may not
enjoy administration (many of us don’t, myself included), but I think he is good at it. He has many gifts
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which will be an asset as he begins this new assignment
in his life.
The people of the Diocese of Cheyenne are getting an
exceptional priest and pastor. Bishop-elect Biegler is
grounded in a relationship with Christ which guides and
directs his life and ministry as a shepherd. The folks in
the Diocese of Cheyenne are getting one of the best! He
will be a great blessing to his new diocese.
While I hate to see him leave the Diocese of Rapid
City, I am honored and grateful to have Bishop-elect
Biegler as a fellow bishop and a part of the Episcopacy.
The church is enriched as a result of this assignment for
him. I look forward to sharing this ministry of the wider
church with him.
Anytime you lose a priest of his caliber, it is a great
loss. He will be deeply missed in the Diocese of Rapid
City, both as my vicar general and as a great pastor. And
given the shortage of priests that we are currently facing,
it makes this loss even greater. But just as the Holy Spirit
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led him to this new ministry in the Church, the Spirit
will continue to provide for the Diocese of Rapid City.
Of this I am certain.
I wish Bishop-elect Biegler only the very best in his
new assignment and ministry. He will touch the lives of
many people in the Diocese of Cheyenne just as he has
touched the lives of many people here in the Diocese of
Rapid City. He is such a gifted
man and his deep love for the
Lord and for the poor and less
fortunate will envelop his life
and ministry there as well. He
can be assured of my prayers as
he transitions to this new phase
of his life and priesthood.

Bishop Robert D. Gruss
Diocese of Rapid City

Welcome to Wyoming
On behalf of the Diocese of Cheyenne, I want to
congratulate Fr. Steven Biegler on his appointment as
our ninth bishop. I also want to thank Fr. Biegler for
his ongoing yes to the mystery of God’s gracious love
in his life and ministry. Expressing our gratitude must
be extended to you, the good people of the Diocese of
Rapid City. As family, friends, fellow clergy, staﬀ and
parishioners, you helped form Fr. Biegler into the man
and priest he is today and the bishop he will become.
I am sure many of you were saddened to hear of his
impending departure. Please know of our prayers for
you and Fr. Biegler in this important
time of transition. The excitement we
feel in the Diocese of Cheyenne comes
after a short four months without a
bishop. Be assured that Bishop-elect
Biegler will be welcomed here with
open arms and hearts as our new
shepherd.
Fr. Carl Gallinger
Diocesan Administrator
Diocese of Cheyenne

Steve’s appointment as Bishop of
Cheyenne is a pretty amazing calling.
In Cheyenne, he’ll be further away
from me, but in the same state.
Congratulations, we’re all proud of
you and we know you will do well.
Royce Biegler (Brother)
Gillette, Wyoming
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In May 2010, then-Bishop Blase Cupich reassigned
Fr. Steve Biegler as Vicar General for Temporal Affairs
with residence at the Cathedral and continued pastoral
ministry at St. Michael’s in Hermosa. As Vicar General
for Temporal Affairs, he oversaw the remodeling of the
old St. Martin Monastery into the Terra Sancta Retreat
Center and St. Elizabeth Seton Preschool and
Elementary School. He is shown explaining to the
Benedictine Sisters the changes in their former home.
(WRC file photo)
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Forever Grateful

Congratulations, Father Steve, on being named the
ninth bishop of the Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming.
We are very grateful for your years of service to the
Rapid City Catholic School System. As our chaplain,
you led our entire school community closer to Christ.
Through your teaching, whether in senior religion or
your role as a 2nd grade adopted priest, you modeled a
love for Christ. Your dedication to a life built on prayer
reminded all of us that God is patiently waiting and
desires our hearts. Our faculty, staﬀ, and students were
drawn to you in a special way and held you in high
esteem. We are forever grateful for the time you spent
with us and the many gifts and
talents you shared with us. From the alignment of our
religion curriculum to your involvement in campus
ministry, you worked so hard to ensure that the RCCSS
had a strong Catholic identity. Your support and
dedication to Catholic education was a blessing to our
entire community.
As a member of the Board of Directors, you worked

Standing Rock Reservation
I had the joy and privilege of serving with Fr. Steve
Biegler and Msgr. William O’Connell beginning in 1996.
Fr. Steve was only ordained four years at that point, and
although serious about his new assignment, he was also
full of joy, ready for fun and endowed with a wonderfully
curious mind. He was quick to tease and find the humor
in everyday life and he took particular delight in
educating Sister Marion and myself about life in South
Dakota, the realities of ranch life, the vagaries of the
weather, and whatever else he thought might be helpful
(or that he could get away with).
Fr. Steve Biegler celebrated the wedding of Jacob
Thiesse to Jacquelyn Osnes last year (Courtesy photo)

Good Stewards
Fr. Steve has been a precious gift to the Rapid
City Diocese throughout his life and to the Osnes
family for over 20 years. He has led us on snipe
hunts and to powwows on the Standing Rock
Reservation, as our chaplain at STM High School,
as our pastor at Our Lady of the Black Hills in
Piedmont, and in the wedding celebrations of two
daughters, Jessi and Jacqui. Hopefully, we have
nurtured the presence of Christ in him as much as
he has in us. Now the time has come to be good and
generous stewards — to share Bishop-elect Biegler
and his God-given love, mercy, and energy with the
Catholic family in Wyoming.
Our love and prayers go with him,
Deacon John, Joni, and family

Fr. Steve Biegler is shown with Bishop Blase Cupich,
Msgr. William O’Connell and Pope John Paul II, at the
Vatican, during an Ad Limina visit circa 2004.
(Fotografia Felici)
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tirelessly to ensure that decisions made were aligned
with our mission of “Developing Personal and
Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition.” Your
input in our strategic design process helped create a
vision for our schools that will benefit families and
students for years to come. Your work with the Terra
Sancta project has allowed our schools to grow and
flourish. God has blessed the RCCSS through you,
Father Steve, in so many ways. We oﬀer you our deepest
gratitude and love as you accept this new responsibility
God has asked of you. You will be in our prayers and
hearts forever. To the people of the
Diocese of Cheyenne, congratulations, for you have
been blessed in ways beyond measure.
Barb Honeycutt
Superintendent
Rapid City Catholic School System

During the seven years that we served together in
McLaughlin, on Standing Rock Reservation, I was able
to witness a man who grew daily in “wisdom, age and
grace” as he encountered the joys and the diﬃculties of
ministry here. He struggled with the rash of suicides
among the young people that was experienced one
winter, and how to speak the truth that needed to be
heard — and to speak that hard truth clearly and in love.
After our precious log church in Kenel burned to the
ground following a lightening strike, Fr. Steve and Msgr.
O’Connell held a “wake service” for the grieving people
and assured them that a new building would rise from
the ashes. Fr. Steve took on the task with vigor, creativity,
persistence, wisdom, and resolve. The new church was
consecrated during the Jubilee year of 2000 amid much
joy and celebration — and deep relief on the part of
Fr. Steve, I’m sure.
Each ministry to which a person is called creates a
stepping stone for the next undertaking along the
journey. Living with, learning from and working beside
Msgr. O’Connell for six years, dealing with the suﬀering
of so many broken hearts, choosing joy and life in the
midst of a time and place overrun with death and
depression,
clinging to and relying upon the ever-present grace of
God in every aspect of the ministry, growing always in
the virtue of humility, and being “faithful in small
matters” has prepared my brother and my friend to
shoulder this new call to ministry in the larger church.
May he be strengthened and encouraged daily by our
prayers and our love for him.
Sr. Jacque Schroeder, OSF
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Diocesan Parishes Served

1993-1994, Associate Pastor, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Cathedral, Rapid City
1994-1996, Administrator, Immaculate Conception, Bonesteel; St. Anthony’s, Fairfax;
St. Francis Xavier, Ponca Creek
1996-2003, Co-Pastor, St. Bernard,
McLaughlin; St. Bonaventure, McIntosh;
St. Aloysius, Bullhead; Assumption of the BVM,
Kenel; St. Bede, Wakpala; St. Michael,
Watauga (2001-2003)
2003-2006, Director of Apostolic and Pastoral
Formation, North American College, Rome
2006-2007, Assistant to the Rector of the Casa
Santa Maria, Rome
2007-2010 Chaplain, Rapid City Catholic Schools;
Chaplain, SDSM&T Newman Center, Pastoral Ministry, St. Michael, Hermosa
2010-2011, Diocesan Administrator, Diocese of
Rapid City
2011-2015, Pastor, Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Piedmont
2016-2017, Pastor, Cathedral of our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City; St. Michael, Hermosa

Diocesan Offices Held

1998–2003 and 2009–2017
College of Consultors, Presbyteral Council;
2013-2017, Vicar General
He is a member of Jesus Caritas fraternity

“I was very pleased to learn of Father Steven
Biegler’s recent appointment as the Bishop of
Cheyenne by Pope Francis. I’ve known the bishopelect since his days as a seminarian and ordained
him a priest for the Diocese of Rapid City almost
25 years ago.
For many years he’s served God’s people in
South Dakota with great energy, joy, and
dedication as a parish priest and a diocesan
administrator. The faithful in Wyoming are
blessed to receive him as their new shepherd. The
Holy Father has clearly demonstrated his
confidence in the bishop-elect, who will be a gift
to all those he serves.
As Bishop-elect Biegler prepares to begin his
episcopal ministry, I offer my heartfelt
congratulations and pray that the Holy Spirit will
strengthen him as a successor to the Apostles.”
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Archdiocese of Philadelphia

All 13 Biegler children are shown with their parents, Alfred and Mary Biegler at a
family wedding.The bridal couple are Garrett and Mayme (Biegler) Blanton
(Courtesy photo)

With Steve’s appointment as Bishop-elect
of Cheyenne, my heart is just running over
with joy and love. I am so grateful. I know
it’s a lot of responsibility, but we will keep
praying to help him. I am really thrilled.
Mary Biegler (mother)
Timber Lake

1993, Fr. Steve Biegler celebrated his Mass of Thanksgiving following his
ordination. (Left-right) Fr. Joe Chapel, Newark, N.J., a friend from NAC
seminary; Fr. David Donovan, SJ, Rome; Fr. Joseph Zeller and parish
altar servers. (Courtesy photo)

