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Keep Watch
and Pray

Then Jesus came with
them to a plot of land
called Gethsemane; and he
said to his disciples, “Stay
here while I go over there
to pray.” He took Peter
and the two sons of
Zebedee with him. And he
began to feel sadness and
anguish. Then he said to
them, “My soul is sorrowful to the point of death.
Wait here and stay awake
with me.”

—Matthew 26:36-38

Mailing Label

Garden of Gethsemane
photo by Fr. Dan Juelfs

Pope: Conversion doesn’t happen through magic, but concrete actions
BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
VATICAN CITY — Conversion doesn’t come from the wave
of a magic wand, but from learning to do good through concrete
actions every day, Pope Francis
said.
While even ‘the saintliest person sins seven times a day,’ conversion happens through humility
and trying to become “better than

the day before,” the pope said
March 14 during the Mass in the
chapel of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae.
“Converting doesn’t mean
going to a fairy with a magic
wand,” he said. “No, it is a path, a
path of turning away (from evil)
and of learning.”
Reflecting on the day’s first
reading from the prophet Isaiah
(1:10, 16-20), the pope said, “You
learn to do good through concrete

things. Not with words, but with
actions.”
The reading from Isaiah gives
three examples: “Help the
oppressed, hear the orphan’s plea
and defend the widow.”
In the day’s Gospel reading
from Matthew (23:1-12), the
pope continued, Jesus also reproaches the scribes and Pharisees
because they do not practice what
they preach.
“They do not know concrete-

ness. If there is no concreteness,
there can be no conversion,” he
said.
Pope Francis said Christians
are called to embark on “the path
of Lenten conversion,” knowing
that God “is a father who speaks,
he is a father who loves us.”
“He accompanies us on this
path of conversion. He only asks
of us to be humble,” he said.
“Then our sins all will be forgiven.”

No Greater Love
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No one will be denied the opportunity to share love with a child
By the time you will read this, the South
Dakota Legislative Session has drawn to an
end. One of the bills which has drawn most
of my attention from an input level has
been Senate Bill 149 — the Faith-Based
Adoption Agency Protection Bill. This was
a very important piece of legislation because
it ensures faith-based adoption agencies in
South Dakota the freedom to continue
placing children and making decisions
within their agencies that are consistent
with their deeply held religious beliefs and
moral convictions, which should be
protected by our First Amendment rights.
The bill has passed in both the House
and Senate and was signed by the governor.
There has been great pushback from opponents citing it as a “hate” bill or misrepresenting it as “state funded discrimination.”
Our opponents either fail to understand or
do not want to understand how important
a role religious beliefs and values play in the
lives of Americans across this country. It
seems to matter little to them that this

country was founded on Judeo-Christian
values and appears that they will go to great
lengths to rid the culture of our First
Amendment Right to Freedom of Religion.
With this particular situation, opponents allege that because there are religious
criteria in the policy of Catholic Social
Services for making placements of children
into homes of loving parents, CSS is
discriminating against the LGBTQ
community. This is far from the truth. The
opposition is agenda driven, partisan and
assisted by news media who unfortunately
do not seek all the facts.
CSS has been providing adoption
services in western South Dakota for over
forty years and has always served the best
interests of the children in accord with our
Catholic faith and traditions. It and other
faith-based organizations receive no
government funding for their adoption
programs — one reason why this bill is
important for the sake of our Catholic
ministry.

Ark. parishioners support blessing boxes

VAN BUREN, Ark. (CNS)— A marquee with a large yellow arrow sits on the lawn of St. Michael
Church. Since January, two blessing boxes flank the sign, one filled with food, the other with
hygiene and first aid items. The boxes also are a symbol that St. Michael is a community that
lives out Jesus’ message. “Heritage United Methodist Church operates a big food pantry right
across the street,” parishioner Annie Woody, who began the blessing box project, said, “but
it’s only open one day a month. When I saw a story about blessing boxes on TV, I saw this as
a small way our church could help the hungry on a daily basis.” The 600-family parish hasn’t
operated a food pantry but saw the unmanned “pantry” as a good alternative. Providing free
food, drinks and personal care items in the boxes is similar to the Little Free Library concept
that now dots the country. Blessing boxes, also known as Little Free Pantry, are starting to
pop up around the country in people’s front yards or churches. To learn more, visit littlefreepantry.org. The boxes can be stocked with canned goods, drinks, personal care items and even
school supplies. Betty Rose Neumeier and Annie Woody are two of the volunteers who stock
the parish's blessing boxes. (CNS photo/Maryanne Meyerriecks, Arkansas Catholic)

The very mission of CSS is “To share in
Christ’s ministry of oﬀering hope, promoting individual human dignity and strengthening families and communities, by
providing professional social services to
people of all faiths in western South
Dakota.”
Encouraging families to consider
becoming foster or adoptive families is part
of their mission. Contrary to the false
statement from the ACLU of South
Dakota Policy Director, that “this law
directly aﬀects the hundreds of children in
South Dakota awaiting their forever
families,” when a potential adoptive family
cannot be served because they fall outside
of CSS’s policy, they are referred to other
organizations who can provide for their
needs. The State of South Dakota has more
than enough agencies and attorneys
available to provide adoption and foster care
services. Every family who wants to adopt
a child can find an organization to assist
them if CSS is unable to do so.
In fact, the opposite is true. In the case
of CSS, if they are forced to make decisions
which force them to violate their deeply
held religious beliefs, they will close down
their adoption services before violating
those beliefs. Closures of adoption agencies
would aﬀect the number of families and
birth parents being served.
The bottom line is that the government
should not be dictating how religious
organizations carry out the mission of Jesus
Christ in service of the Gospel. Faith-based
organizations do far more than any other
agencies in serving the poor and vulnerable.
If those opposed to Judeo-Christian
religious values and traditions are determined that the government should control
the ministry of faith-based organizations,
the less fortunate and vulnerable will have
many fewer places to turn for services and
care.
I would like to personally and publicly
thank the sponsors of SB 149, Senator Alan
Solano and Representative Steven G.
Haugaard, for their work in getting this bill
passed. They and those who voted for it
have my admiration and gratitude for
speaking out for religious freedom in the
State of South Dakota. In today’s culture it
takes courage to risk stepping out publicly
on faith-based issues. Doing so, as Jesus
warned us, has made these brave legislators
the subject of persecution ( Jn 15:20). Thank
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you for being courageous in spite of the
persecution and derision you received from
the opposition. It shows
your true character.
I am also deeply
grateful that Governor
Bishop
Dennis Daugaard had Robert Gruss
the same courage and
signed this bill into law
Diocese of
for the sake of religious
Rapid City
freedom and religious
beliefs held by the
individuals who serve others through CSS
and all faith-based organizations across our
state. Thank you so much!
The statement on religious liberty from
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Our First, Most Cherished Liberty, begins, “We are Catholics. We are Americans.
We are proud to be both, grateful for the
gift of faith which is ours as Christian disciples, and grateful for the gift of liberty
which is ours as American citizens. To be
Catholic and American should mean not
having to choose one over the other.”
Religious freedom is not only about
Catholics being able to attend Mass on
Sundays or enter into private prayer, but it
involves whether we can make our contribution to the common good of all Americans. It is about the ability to continue to
do the good works the Gospel of Jesus calls
us to do without having to compromise our
Catholic faith.
State funded adoption agencies and
faith-based adoptive agencies have worked
together for many years helping thousands
of children find loving homes in South
Dakota with an admirable tolerance of each
other’s beliefs. Little by little, those opposed
to Christianity have become intolerant and
are trying to impose their beliefs on society.
They believe that, because our ministry is
guided by Gospel and traditional family
values, there should be no place for it because they don’t like it.
We will continue to fight for our First
Amendment rights.
Senate Bill 149 is an important way in
which we can carry out the mission of Jesus
without others telling us how we must do
it. This fact remains, even with the passage
of this legislation: no one will be denied the
opportunity to share their love for a child
through adoption.
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WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THE

Fr. John Giuliani, SJ,
painted this icon of
Black Elk, Holy Man of
the Oglala Lakota. This
photo was taken March
14, 2016, at Pastoral
Ministry Days in Rapid
City.
(WRC file photo)

Chrism Mass
A CELEBRATION OF THE BLESSING OF HOLY OILS FOR

SACRAMENTAL USE IN THE DIOCESE DURING THE COMING YEAR
AND THE RENEWAL OF PRIESTLY PROMISES.

MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2017, 7 P.M.

CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
(Corner of 5th Street and Cathedral drive)
RAPID CITY, SD

RECEPTION AFTER MASS SPONSORED BY THE WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

Bishop Gruss appoints
postulator for Black Elk

On March 14, 2016, the family of Nicholas Black Elk, Sr presented a petition to Bishop
Robert Gruss with more than 1,300 signatures asking to nominate Nicholas Black Elk, Sr for
the cause for canonization. Black Elk was a convert to Catholicism and in 1907 the Jesuits
appointed him a catechist because of his love of Christ, his enthusiasm and excellent memory
for learning scripture and church teachings. He is attributed to having over 400 Native People
baptized, and since then his books and model lifestyle have inspired countless others in their
spiritual journeys.
In a letter dated February 27, Bishop Gruss appointed Bill White, Porcupine, diocesan
postulator of the cause. White is an enrolled member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe on the Pine Ridge
Reservation. A postulator leads an investigation on the life of the person proposed for sainthood
in order to establish the merit of the cause. The gathered information creates the formal petition
presented to the local bishop. The bishop decides whether the evidence is compelling enough
to take it to Rome. If so, he asks the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome for permission to open the cause. Consultation with the bishops of the ecclesiastical region or the endorsement of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops also takes place before the
petition is presented to the Congregation. Fr. Joe Daoust, SJ, Pine Ridge, will assist Bill White in
completing the necessary steps to move this process forward.
It is hoped that these steps will be completed so that a Mass celebrating this cause can
take place on July 22 during the National Kateri Tekakwitha Conference in Rapid City.

WEST RIVER CATHOLIC
USPS 983-360

Official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of Rapid City, published monthly.
The West River Catholic is owned and published by the Diocese of Rapid City
606 Cathedral Drive Rapid City, SD 57701-5499 Phone: 605-343-3541

Publisher: Bishop Robert D. Gruss
Editor: Laurie Hallstrom, lhallstrom@diorc.org
Assistant Editor: Becky Berreth, bberreth@diorc.org
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Advertising: Laurie Hallstrom, 343-3541
Subscription: $27, Foreign subscription: $60 per year.
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Periodical postage paid at
Rapid City, SD 57701

Benefactors:
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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Legislative update
Update on 2017 South Dakota Legislation as of 3/13/17

Catholic teaching challenges voters and candidates, citizens and elected officials,
to consider the moral and ethical dimensions of public policy issues.”
—USCCB Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship #90
Bills awaiting final action
Family Issues: SB 43 up to $603,740 for expanded intensive meth treatment
services within the S.D. Dept. of Social Services; emergency; Passed Senate 30-5;
Passed House 51-15; to Governor.
Immigration: SB 124 Legislative authority for refugee actions & annual report from
private agencies providing refugee services needed in S.D.; Passed Senate 28-6;
Passed House 66-0; to Governor.
Bills & Resolutions Passed/Adopted & Signed by Governor
Abortion: SB 102 requires that any woman seeking an abortion in S.D. be given, in
writing, the name & phone number of an organization fighting sex trafficking;
Passed Senate 33-0; Amended; Passed House 66-1; Senate Concurred; Signed.
HB 1101 increases penalty to a Class 6 felony for abortion on an unborn child
capable of feeling pain, unless an emergency; Passed House 58-8; Passed Senate
23-11; Signed.
Abuse & Human Trafficking: HB 1118 eliminates the need to prove the use of force,
fraud, or coercion if the victim of human trafficking is a minor under 18; Passed
House 66-0; Passed Senate 33-0; Signed.
Environment: HB 1071 requires approval of Governor and Legislature before high
level nuclear waste may be processed/deposited within state; Passed House 67-1;
Passed Senate 33-0; Signed.
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SB 14 makes an appropriation (up to $1 million) to the State Conservation Commission; declares emergency; Passed Senate 35-0; Passed House 67-0; Signed.
SB 15 appropriates (up to $3.3 million) for wildfire suppression costs in the state;
declares emergency; Passed Senate 35-0; Passed House 67-0; Signed.
Native American Medical Care: HCR 1008 urges Congress to develop a funding
formula to reflect federal treaty obligations to cover 100% of enrolled Native
American’s healthcare costs; Adopted by House 69-0; Senate Concurred 34-0;
Religious Freedom: SB 149 provides protections to faith-based or religious
child-placement agencies for services that conflict with sincerely-held religious
beliefs or moral convictions; Amended; Passed Senate 22-12; Amended further;
Passed House 43-20; Senate Concurred 27-8; Signed.
Taxes & Work: HB 1062 appropriates up to $450,000 for tax refunds for elderly and
disabled; emergency. Passed House & Senate; Signed.
Bills Tabled or Deferred to the 41st Day
Abortion: HB 1189 prohibits dismemberment abortions, unless a medical
emergency; Class 6 felony penalty for person performing such; House Judiciary
Tabled 7-6.
Family: SB 150 provisions for paid maternity leave; Senate Commerce/Energy
deferred to 41st day.
Gambling: HB 1199 repeals lottery & video lottery gambling in S.D.; House
Appropriations Tabled 5-3.
Marriage: SB 93 adjusts marriage license fee, providing discount rate for those
completing 12 hours premarital education; Passed Senate 20-15; House
Health/Human Services deferred to 41st day.
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Bishop’s Calendar
March 23-April 18

Rite of Election

Sponsor Saundra Tryner introduces candidate Sean Tryner — both of the Catholic Community
at Ellsworth Air Force Base — to Bishop Robert Gruss during the Rite of Election, March 5, at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Candidates from across the diocese
seeking confirmation and catechumens seeking all three sacrament of initiation (baptism,
first communion and confirmation) attended the Mass and were presented to the bishop. In
his homily, Bishop Gruss reminded the candidates and catechumens that “These forty days in
the desert (Lent) are meant to prepare you for this new life with Christ. As you take
seriously this preparation, be assured that we will surround you in prayer, and that the
entire church will accompany you, leading you to a deeper encounter with Christ on your
journey towards the joys of Easter and new life.” (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Contingency Board improves
interest rates for parishes
The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc. Board met on February 17 in
Rapid City. Since November 2015, parish deposits have earned 1.5 percent interest and
parish loans were charged 3.5 percent interest. Eﬀective March 1, 2017, the Contingency
Board voted to increase the rate on parish deposits to 1.6 percent and decrease the rate
charged on parish loans to 3.4 percent. This move in interest rates was due to better than
expected investment returns for the past six months on Contingency Fund Investments.
The fund is a centrally managed pool of funds created by parishes in our diocese for
the benefit of all parishes in our diocese. Any parish deposits not loaned to other parishes
are invested by First Interstate Wealth Management.
By pooling their funds, parishes earn a greater amount of interest on their savings than
most savings accounts while allowing their fellow parishes to pay less interest on their
loans than from outside sources. The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund allows
parishes to help parishes in a win-win situation.
The board meets quarterly to review financial statements, investments and to approve
interest rates for the upcoming quarter. Each deanery in the diocese is represented. Board
members are anticipating some vacancies in the upcoming year.

If you would like to be considered for this board, please contact Rick Soulek the Chief
Financial Oﬃcer of the Diocese of Rapid City at 605-3443-3541 or rsoulek@diorc.org.

March 23, Thursday
Re-Envisioning Chancery Meeting, Rapid City
March 24, Friday
Re-Envisioning Chancery Follow-up, Rapid City
6 p.m. Meal Service with St. Vincent de Paul Society, Cornerstone Rescue Mission
March 25, Saturday
6:30 a.m. Catholic Medical Association Guild Meeting, Rapid City
March 26, Sunday
7 a.m. Pre-Conﬁrmation Meeting, St. Joseph, Faith
8 a.m. Conﬁrmation Mass, Brunch, St. Joseph, Faith
5:30 p.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, Spearﬁsh
6:30 p.m. Dinner, BHSU Newman Center, Spearﬁsh
March 27, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School Board Meeting, Cathedral
March 28, Tuesday
9 a.m. Donna Beegle Presentation on Poverty, Rushmore Plaza Civic Center Theatre
1 p.m. Executive Stewardship Committee Meeting, Chancery
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services (CSS) Board Meeting, CSS oﬃce
7 p.m. Notre Dame Club Hesburgh Lecture, Terra Sancta
March 31, Friday
4 p.m. Prayer Protest for Religious Liberty, corner of 9th and Main, Rapid City
April 1, Saturday
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta
April 2, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Pre-Conﬁrmation Meeting, St. Anthony, Hot Springs
10:30 a.m. Conﬁrmation Mass, St. Anthony, Hot Springs
1 p.m. Pre-Conﬁrmation Meeting, St. James, Edgemont
2 p.m. Conﬁrmation Mass, St. James, Edgemont
April 3, Monday
Pastoral Ministry Days, Terra Sancta Retreat Center
7 p.m. Chrism Mass, Cathedral
April 4, Tuesday
Pastoral Ministry Days, Terra Sancta Retreat Center
April 5, Wednesday
8 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery
April 8, Saturday
5 p.m. Catholic Social Services Reception for Sponsors, Rapid City
April 9, Palm Sunday
8 a.m. Mass, Cathedral
11:30 a.m. CSS Palm Sunday Brunch, Ramkota Hotel
April 10, Monday
9 a.m. St. Thomas More Mission Sendoﬀ Mass, Cathedral
April 13, Holy Thursday
6:30 a.m. Faith and Hope Community Breakfast, Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn,
Rapid City
7 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass, Cathedral
April 14, Good Friday
7 p.m. Good Friday Service, Cathedral
April 15, Holy Saturday
8:30 p.m Easter Vigil Mass, Cathedral
April 16, Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday Mass
April 18, Tuesday
8 a.m. Chancery Staﬀ Mass, Terra Sancta
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staﬀ Meeting, Terra Sancta

Subject to change without notice
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Knights Exemplification

The Knights of Columbus 4th degree exemplification was done at
St. Joseph Church in Gregory on Feb 26. Nineteen 3rd degree
members from Gregory, Burke, Colome, Winner and Platte, were
installed as
Fourth Degree
Knights. After the
ceremony the
knights and their
wives were invited for a dinner.
(Courtesy photo)

2017 Priest Retirement
& Aid Association

Our retired priests:
Fr. Bob Baden
Fr. D. Craig Cower
Fr. Michael Hight
Fr. Arnold Kari
Fr. Gerald Scherer
Fr. Ed Vanorny
Fr. William Zandri

To advertise in the
West River Catholic
email Laurie at lhallstrom@diorc.org
Please be
generous
with our
elderly
priests.

To contribute
contact:
Fr. Kerry
Prendiville
Rapid City
605-342-1556

Or
Rick Soulek
Diocese of
Rapid City
605343-3541

Events Schedule
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March 25, Saturday

sMarty Haugen Workshop: Held at St.

Matthew Catholic Church, Gillette, Wyo.,
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. )Kathy Holland 307670-3124 or 8grandmakathyholland@
gmail.com.

March 31, Friday

dinating cantor certification and presenting
psalm resources outside of Respond and
Acclaim. 8patmcdowell44@gmail.com or
)605-341-2174 for meeting reservations.
8tammyschnitt@yahoo.com if your parish
is unable to attend but interested in cantor
certification. (See page 20)

April 2-4,
Sunday-Tuesday

sWRC Deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, April 18.
)605-343-3541.
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or
8bberreth@diorc.org

March 31, Friday

sSturgis

Lenten Suppers: Held every
Friday during Lent. Begins with Stations of
the Cross at 5 p.m., Mass at 5:30 p.m., and
dinner at 6 p.m. Free will donations benefit
the restoration of St. Martin Chapel and
upkeep of St. Aloysius Cemetery.
sSisters In Faith — Catholic Weekend
for Women: Held at St. Bernard Catholic
Church, Billings, MT. Speaker Kelly
Wahlquist will present “Walk in Her Sandals” — the last days of Jesus’ life through
the eyes of the women who encountered
him. Ends April 1. $40 cost includes meals.
8www.kjcrradio.com/sisters-in-faith-2017.

April 1, Saturday

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Saturday begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m.
followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition.
First Friday, April 7, Mass at 5:30 p.m. with
prayers and devotions. Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605343-6202.
sNPM Spring Meeting: Dr. Nancy
Roberts, vocal instructor at Black Hills
State University, will be giving instruction
on good vocal health and proper voice production. Tammy Schnittgrund will be coor-

sPastoral Ministry Days: This year’s
theme is “Abide in Me” and will focus on
Dedicated Discipleship: Creating Intentional Communities of Service to God and
Neighbor. Keynote speakers are Father
Michael White and Tom Corcoran, authors
of “Rebuilt” and “Tools for Rebuilding.”
Registration $75. Held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. 8terrasancta.org/pmd2017/.

April 2, Sunday

sCommissioned

Lay Ministers Meeting: For all Commissioned Lay Ministers
in the Diocese of Rapid City. Held from 24 p.m. at Terra Sancta.
sBishop’s

April 7, Friday

Mass and Luncheon: is not
scheduled for April.

April 8, Saturday

sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. Preregistration required. Next seminar, June 17
at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214
x236 or 8ajulian@diorc.org.

April 14, Friday

sChancery

Oﬃce Closed: In observance of Good Friday

April 19, Wednesday

sTaizé:

Experience the sacred through

Diocesan Choir Rehearsals

for the Chrism Mass, April 3, 2017

All are welcome to participate!

If you are interested in participating please contact Terry Schroeder
in advance at thyschroeder@vastbb.net or at 605-341-1143.
If you live near Rapid City, please plan to attend rehearsals.

Saturday, March 25 — 10 a.m.-noon
Sunday, April 2 — 1-2:30 p.m.

Rehearsals will be in the choir loft at the Cathedral.

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.
sDivine

April 23, Sunday

Mercy Sunday Celebrations:
St. John Church, New Underwood —
Dr. Bryan Thatcher, founder of Eucharistic
Apostles of Divine Mercy, and Kristen Taylor, singer, will present “Divine Mercy: It’s
a Way of Life” from 1-3:30 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City —
Begins with Eucharistic exposition at 2:45
p.m., followed by Divine Mercy Chaplet,
blessing of religious articles and veneration
of St. Faustina relic. Dr. Thatcher and Taylor presentation at 4:15 p.m.

April 27, Thursday

sWomen’s

Cursillo Weekend: Open to
all Catholic women desiring a deeper understanding of God’s call for their lives.
Held at Cedar Canyon Wesleyan Church
Camp, Rapid City. Ends April 30.
)Richard Rangle 605-391-4187 or Dave
Elkjer at 605-721-1033 or 8delkjer@
vastbb.net.

sHeart

April 28, Friday
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to Heart Weekend for the
Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen
their relationship with each other and God
by exploring the Catholic Church’s vision
of marriage. Attendance is required for
couples doing marriage prep in the diocese.
Ends April 30. Register at 8terra
sancta.org/heart2heart/ or )Amy 605-7165214 x236.
sMen’s

May 4, Thursday

Cursillo Weekend: Open to all
Catholic men who hunger to grow deeper
in their faith and desire to lead their families spiritually. Held at Storm Mountain
Center, Rapid City. Ends May 7. )Richard
Rangle 605-391-4187 or Dave Elkjer at
605-721-1033 or 8delkjer@vastbb.net.
sFirst

May 5, Friday

Friday Mass and Luncheon:
11:15 a.m. Mass, Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Noon lunch
in Cathedral hall. Lunch $6. Everyone
welcome.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Highlights — April 2017
Apr 1: Rimrock E Free Women’s Stillness Retreat
Apr 8: RCIA Palm Sunday Retreat
Apr 21: BH A&M Club — Aggie Muster
Apr 23: OLPH, Rapid City, First Communion Retreat
Apr 30: Sanctuary Stained Glass Tour, 12:30-4:30pm

Terra Sancta has become a precious place for many of the women of
Rimrock Church, Rapid City. We were blessed to use this beautiful property
for a "Stillness Retreat" last year and are planning another retreat in April. This
amazing setting provided the peace and quiet that we needed to
facilitate a very personal and powerful day with God. Thank you to all the
staff that make this day possible for us.
Lornell Haggerty
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A Catholic Way of Life

Young pilgrims witness for life

Persistence pays. For
the last two years our diocese has tried to organize
a pilgrimage for the
March for Life in Washington, D.C. However, we
could never quite pull it
together. Instead of giving
up, we decided to team
Fr. Mark
up with the Diocese of
McCormick Sioux Falls and march together for life. It was great
to see our dioceses colDirector
laborating, bringing our
Office of
Stewardship and youth and young adults
together to speak and act
Vocations
on behalf of the unborn
and to call forth a culture
MMcCormick of life.
@diorc.org
As part of our stewardship initiative, we have
been sending lay witness
speakers to give their testimony about how
they are living a Catholic way of life through
generous hospitality, lively faith and dedicated
discipleship. As part of this month’s column, I
want to share the testimony of six high school
students and two young adults from our diocese who were part of the March for Life pilgrimage, taking the words of St. John Paul II
to heart:
“Young pilgrims, Christ needs you to enlighten the world and to show it the ‘path to
life’ (Ps 16:11). Do not be afraid to go out onto
streets and into public places, like the first
Apostles who preached Christ and the Good
News of salvation in the squares of cities,
towns and villages. ‘This is no time to be
ashamed of the Gospel’ (Cfr. Rom 1:16) …
Like the great Apostle Paul, you too must feel
the full urgency of the task: ‘Woe to me if I do
not evangelize’ (1 Cor 9:16). Woe to you if you
do not succeed in defending life’ (World Youth
Day, Denver, 1993).
Mary Kinyon, Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City
This was the first time I had ever been on
the March for Life, and my experience was
amazing. I did not know exactly what to expect, but I did know that I was going to be truly
touched by my experiences, and this expectation did not disappoint.
I was overwhelmed by the number of people who attended the march. Everywhere I
looked I saw hundreds of thousands of people
just like me who wanted to make a difference.
Everybody was filled with joy.
Isaac Rangel, Immaculate Conception,
Rapid City
The March for Life pilgrimage was by far
one of my most memorable experiences. The
night we arrived we went to a youth rally to get

us fired up and ready for the march and it was
great! There was good music, some speakers
and Eucharistic adoration, which was my favorite part of the rally.
The following day was the march; it was
amazing! Thousands of people attended, including some nuns and priests! After the
march we were able to go see the monuments
on the Washington Mall and to visit the Holocaust Museum.
This was my first pilgrimage and afterward
I felt as if God wants me to continue going on
these sort of trips; it has helped me to grow
closer to him and it encouraged me to keep
on fighting for life. Altogether, the pilgrimage
was a life changing experience. I made many
friends, received a lot of graces and I look forward to next year’s march!
Paige and Isaac Gehlson, Our Lady of the
Black Hills, Piedmont
The March for Life was a pilgrimage filled
to the brim with inspirational messages and
experiences; my brother Isaac and I were
lucky enough to witness them firsthand. The
most powerful of these experiences was seeing that we are not alone in the pro-life movement, but rather, a part of a fast-growing
generation of pro-life supporters.
Alongside this realization was the massive
gift of patience granted to us during the trip.
Specifically in the following movements: a 36hour bus trip, standing at the rally prior to the
march (stood in the D.C. chill from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., when the march finished), and especially when nine of us were crammed into a
minivan and were driven to a restaurant
called “China Town,” which was half an hour
away from the downtown China Town we were
trying to reach.
The most important message taken from
this event was that we are one body, one voice
(“One Voice” was this year’s theme), whether
there are thousands of us joined together in
a street, or one of us standing up in a classroom.
We must use our one voice for the child
who has none. We all have key roles in this
movement, but if we fail to be participants in
those roles, the change we so dearly desire
will never occur and our voices and the children on whose behalf we raise them will be
forgotten.
So we ask: join a march, promote life
everywhere you go, reach out to not just our
future children, but to guard their future.
Emma Raposa, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City
Going to the March for Life was an amazing
experience. It was so empowering to see hundreds of thousands of young people just like
me marching to protect life. It was definitely
not what I was expecting; it was better.
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At the January March for life in Washington D. C., Emma Raposa, Mary Kinyon, Paige
Gehlson, Isaac Gehlson, and Isaac Rangel. (Courtesy photo)

It was so peaceful. At times when we were
marching, it was almost silent. That is because we were marching out of love. I hope to
attend this event in the years to come, and I
encourage you to do the same because it truly
is life changing.
Liam Yantes, Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City
This year I was blessed with an opportunity
to attend the March for Life in Washington,
D.C. This was something I could have only
dreamed about, but thanks to the hard work
of my fellow students attending and all the
support from family and friends, I was able to
go.
One of the things that I was thankful for
was the chance to meet so many people fighting for the just cause of ending abortion. We
were also blessed to travel with the Diocese
of Sioux Falls and make new friends. Thanks
again to all that made this possible.
Jordan Miller, Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
The March for Life was such a positive experience for me. Even though we began with
some delays and bad weather, it was comforting to be able to get to Sioux Falls and join the
other pilgrims as we boarded our bus and
headed for D.C.
The bus ride, although crowded and long,
was a time for us Rapid City kids to get to
know those from Sioux Falls, play games,
watch movies, and spend time in prayer and
reflection as we prepared to go on the march.
During our times of prayer, I began to reflect on the question, “Why did I even want to
come?” I answered, “I have always wanted to
go, and this year I was able to get the chance,”
and that answer seemed to be sufficient.
These questions left my thoughts until I returned to Rapid. I now think that my desire for
the pilgrimage was just to “be there.” I wanted
the experience, and to be able to witness to
the pro-life movement. What a gift it was for
me to be able to “be there” in those moments
of the trip where God showed me just how universal the Catholic Church really is.

I was able to “be there” when I ran into two
of my friends from college. I was able to “be
there” when I got to spend some time talking
to my friends from the University of Mary. I
was able to “be there” when our group ran
into Sr. Audree Blankartz, who is a good friend
of mine from our diocese, and I was able to
“be there,” in Washington, D.C., as an advocate for the unborn.
I later realized that I have to be aware and
attentive to God’s grace at work so that, in opportunities like the March for Life, I am able
to “be there” and not miss out on what God
wants me to receive.
Bridget Decker, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City
Having attended the March for Life in college, my desire for this pilgrimage was to
share in the joy of my students. My hopes
were realized as they experienced the larger
church and the rallying support of thousands
united in the cause to support life.
Particularly moving for me was visiting the
National Holocaust Museum. Reflecting on
the cruel death of so many during that historic
event, I considered the roles of those who attempted to defend the defenseless and those
who stood by silently. I then considered what
I am doing during the genocide of our age to
stand against evil and subsequently what
future generations will remember about the
people of my time — did we speak for truth
and dignity or were we silent?
The witness by these youth and young
adults on behalf of the unborn should fill us
with pride in how well they represented the
Catholic Church of western South Dakota.
Their words and actions should serve as a reminder and an inspiration for each of us that
we are to be fearless and intentional in being
witnesses of the Gospel, whether it is among
thousands of people on the Washington Mall,
amid our coworkers in the office, or within our
parishes.
As St. Paul reminds us, and St. John Paul
II reiterates: This is no time to be ashamed of
the Gospel.
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The Most Reverend
Robert D. Gruss

The Most Reverend
Paul J. Swain

Bishop of Rapid City

Bishop of Sioux Falls

Statement from the Roman Catholic Bishops of South Dakota
Introducing the South Dakota Catholic Conference
February 24, 2017

The Most Reverend Robert D. Gruss, Bishop of Rapid City, and the Most Reverend Paul J. Swain,
Bishop of Sioux Falls announce their intention to establish the South Dakota Catholic Conference
(SDCC). The Conference will serve as the official voice of the bishops of South Dakota on issues of
public policy, providing explanations of Church teaching and their practical application.

Real Presence Radio
is now operating at a new
height on a new antenna.
Check out at 94.7 FM
for improved reception in
the Rapid City area.

A state Catholic conference, which most states have established including those in our neighboring
states of North Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska and Montana, monitors, responds to and educates
Catholics about proposed public policies that impact life and the dignity of the human persons, religious
liberty and other issues which affect the rights of Catholics to practice their faith both personally and in
the public square.
The South Dakota Catholic Conference will follow the development of public policies and
communicate with public officials in all branches and at all levels of governments not only during a
legislative session but throughout the year. Among the tasks of the Conference will be to focus on issues
that are of common concern among Catholic organizations, other faith-based communities, and secular
agencies to promote the common good.
“Through advocacy and education based on Catholic moral and social teachings, the Conference
will allow Catholics to become better informed about and comment on the public policy issues of the
day not only before the legislature but in all of government,” said Bishop Paul Swain.
“It is our hope that the South Dakota Catholic Conference will help all Catholics in our state to
become better informed on public policy matters and thereby be able to respond as faithful Catholics and
faithful citizens,” said Bishop Robert Gruss.
Those interested in the position for the Executive Director are encouraged to contact the Office of
Human Resources of the Diocese of Sioux Falls.
Diocese of Rapid City
Attn: Margaret Simonson, Chancellor
& Dir. of Communications (605)343-3541
msimonson@diorc.org

Diocese of Sioux Falls
Attn: Jerry Klein, Delegate for Communications
(605)988-2745
jklein@sfcatholic.org

D

Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father

April

Young People.
That young people may
respond generously to
their vocations and
seriously consider
offering themselves to
God in the priesthood
or consecrated life.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

In Exile
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Let the talents and achievements os others enhance our lives
Our society tends
to divide us up into
winners and losers.
Sadly, we don’t often
reflect on how this
aﬀects our relationships with each other,
Fr. Ron
nor on what it means
Rolheiser
for us as Christians.
What does it
mean? In essence, that
President
Oblate School of
our relationships with
Theology
each other are too
San Antonio, TX
charged with competition and jealousy bewww.ronrol
cause we are too
heiser.com
infected with the drive
to out-do, out-achieve,
and out-hustle each
other. For example, here are some of slogans that pass for wisdom today: Win! Be
the best at something! Show others you’re
more talented than they are! Show that you
are more sophisticated than others! Don’t
apologize for putting yourself first! Don’t be a
loser!
These phrases aren’t just innocence
axioms cheerleading us to work harder;
they’re viruses infecting us so that most
everything in our world now conspires
with the narcissism within us to push us
to achieve, to set ourselves apart from
others, to stand out, to be at the top of the
class, to be the best athlete, the best
dressed, the best looking, the most
musically talented, the most popular, the
most experienced, the most travelled, the

one who knows most about cars, or
movies, or history, or sex, or whatever. At
all costs we drive ourselves to find something at which we can beat others. At all
costs we try to somehow set ourselves
apart from and above others. That idea is
almost genetically engrained in us now.
And because of that we tend to misjudge others and misjudge our own meaning and purpose. We structure everything
too much around achieving and standing
out. When we achieve, when we win,
when we are better than others at something, our lives seem fuller; our self-image
inflates and we feel confident and worthwhile. Conversely, when we cannot stand
out, when we’re just another face in the
crowd, we struggle to maintain a healthy
self-image.
Either way, we are forever struggling
with jealousy and dissatisfaction because
we cannot help constantly seeing our own
lack of talent, beauty, and achievement in
relationship to other’s successes. And so
we both envy and hate those who are
talented, beautiful, powerful, rich, and
famous, holding them up for adulation
even as we secretly wait for their downfall,
like the crowd that praises Jesus on Palm
Sunday and then screams for his
crucifixion just five days later.
This leaves us in an unhappy place:
How do we form community with each
other when our very talents and achievement are cause for jealousy and resentment, when they’re sources of envy and
weapons of competition? How do we love

each other when our competitive spirits
make us see each other as rivals?
Community can only happen when we
can let the talents and achievements of
others enhance our own lives and we can
let our own talents and achievements
enhance, rather than threaten, others. But
we’re generally incapable of this. We’re
too infected with competitiveness to allow
ourselves to not let the achievements and
talents of others threaten us and actualize
our own talents in a way so as to enhance
the lives of others rather than to let
ourselves stand out.
Like our culture, we too tend to divide
people into winners and losers, admiring
and hating the former, looking down on
the latter, constantly sizing each other up,
rating each other’s bodies, hair, intelligence, clothing, talents and achievements.
But, as we do this, we vacillate between
feeling depressed and belittled when others outscore us or inflated and pompous
when we appear superior to them.
And this becomes ever more diﬃcult
to overcome as we become more obsessed
with our need to stand out, be special, to
sit above, to make a mark for ourselves.
We live in a chronic, inchoate jealousy
where the talents of others are perennially
perceived as a threat to us. This keeps us
both anxious and less than faithful to our
Christian faith.
Our Christian faith invites us not to
compare ourselves with others, to not
make eﬀorts to stand out, and to not let
ourselves be threatened by and jealous of

We divide people into
winners and losers,
constantly sizing each
other up.

other’s gifts. Our faith invites us to join a
circle of life with those who believe that
there is no need to stand out or be special,
and who believe that other people’s gifts
are not a threat, but rather something
which enriches all lives, our own included.
When we divide people into winners
and losers then our talents and gifts
become sources of envy and weapons of
competition and superiority. This is true
not just for individuals but for nations as
well.
One of these competitive slogans
within our culture tells us: Show me a good
loser and I will show you a loser! Well, seen
in this light, Jesus was a loser. People were
shaking their heads at his death, and
there was no championship ring on his
finger. He didn’t look good in the world’s
eyes. A loser! But, in his underachieving
we all achieved salvation. Somewhere
there’s a lesson there!
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Bishop-elect Steve Biegler
Prayerful Best Wishes
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May the Lord be at your side as you shepherd
the faithful in the
Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming
Bishop Robert D. Gruss,
the Clergy and People of the Diocese of Rapid City

It’s such a great life of journeying with people in their faith
BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
When a diocese becomes vacant because the bishop has
been moved, retired or deceased, the Holy See looks for a
man whose gifts and experiences are best suited to serve
the particular needs of that local church. In the case of the
neighboring state of Wyoming, the priest selected grew up
on a farm-ranch, has driven many rural highways, lived in
a very similar climate, served on a Native American reservation, and worked in a post energy boom town where the
mines were closed.
March 16, news spread quickly — Pope Francis named
Fr. Steve Biegler, 58, Rapid City, as the ninth Bishop of
Cheyenne, Wyoming. The diocese encompasses the entire
state.
Fr. Steve Biegler was born on March 22, 1959, in
Mobridge. His family owns a farm-ranch operation near
Timber Lake. His parents are Alfred (deceased) and Mary
Biegler. He has six brothers and six sisters, including
Rhonda Nickerson, who passed away July 9, 2010.
Growing up in Timber Lake, he attended Holy Cross
Catholic School. He recalls that vocations were discussed
at home. “My parents were always supportive if one of us
were to have a religious vocation. I had a good family of
prayer and faith and I see that as central to my vocation,”
he said. “Fr. Jerry Scherer is my mother’s first cousin and
he was close to our family. He stopped by a lot. With the
school we had the Presentation Sisters out all the time and
we would invite the parish priest, too.”
He graduated from Timber Lake High School in 1977.
He attended the S.D. School of Mines and Technology in
Rapid City for one year, 1977-78. “I took a day to think
about life and seminary came to mind. I said, ‘Not right

now, I’ll have to think about that.’ I was also considering
ranching and having a family and those thoughts were part
of considering the priesthood and celibacy,” said Bishopelect Biegler.
Most of the next eight years, he worked on the family
farm. “We had radios in the tractor, but I would often just
turn the radio oﬀ. That was a really powerful place of meeting God in the beauty and quiet of nature,” he said, adding,
“It was wonderful time for prayer and discernment.”
When he felt he needed a change, “I left for a little bit
and went to Wyoming and worked with a construction
crew filling in old underground coal mines around Glenrock near Casper. They had slurry of gravel and a compound
similar to concrete. They were trying to stabilize those
mines because they were caving in under the town.
“The priest in the town was the vocation director for the
diocese, so I did end up talking to him a little bit,” said
Bishop-elect Biegler.
He attended Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary and
St. Mary College in Winona, Minn., from 1986-89 and
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in philosophy. From
1989-1993, he attended the North American College in
Rome where he received an STB or Bachelor of Sacred
Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. He was
ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Rapid City
at Holy Cross Church in Timber Lake on July 9, 1993.
“I went back to NAC as a faculty member from 2003 to
2006, and stayed another year, 2007, and finished a biblical
theology degree,” he said. From the University of St.
Thomas in Rome he received an STL (License in Biblical
Theology).
A list of parishes and diocesan positions he has held are
on page 14. In 2010-11, he served as Diocesan Adminis-

trator following the departure of then-Bishop Blase
Cupich for his appointment as Bishop of Spokane, Wash.,
until the ordination of the current ordinary, Bishop Robert
Gruss.
“I had some experience of overseeing the diocese during
that year, going out and doing confirmations — which a
DA does, and I learned about the workings of the diocesan
staﬀ,” he said.
Bishop-elect Biegler said he will miss this diocese, family members, friends he has made at parishes where he
served, and what he describes as “a great fraternity of
priests.”
“For me, I’ve come to know that priesthood is where I
belong and obviously it’s demanding but it’s so fulfilling,
such a great life of journeying with people in their faith.
So I’m excited to continue that journey. I’ll continue it
there. I am looking forward to getting to know the people
and priests as a bishop,” he said.
He already knows a few people in the diocese; his
brother Royce Biegler and his wife, Kim, live in Gillette,
and several nieces and nephews are in Wyoming. Fr. Steve
Titus, the vocation director for the Diocese of Cheyenne
was in Rome as a seminarian when Bishop-elect Biegler
was a faculty member. Also, Fr. Andrew Kinstetter was a
student at the School of Mines when Bishop-elect Biegler
was the Newman Center Chaplain.
His episcopal ordination will be June 5. The West River
Catholic will carry more details in the April issue.
(Editor’s note: Fr. Biegler is the second diocesan priest to be
named a bishop. In 1978, Fr. Lawrence Welsh was named
Bishop of Spokane. He later served as an auxiliary bishop in
the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis.)
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Cheyenne’s Gain
Bishop Robert Gruss was a seminarian at North American College in Rome with Fr. Steve Biegler. As diocesan administrator he was the first from the Diocese of Rapid City
to greet Bishop-elect Gruss when he arrived in Rapid City.
Fr. Steve was the only person I knew in the diocese
when I came here. He was very helpful in being the
history of the diocese for me. Being the administrator,
Fr. Steve could fill in the missing links in my very limited understanding of the history of the diocese as well
as the current challenges that I would be facing as I
began my new ministry .
Fr. Steve is a very competent and gifted pastor. He
has the many gifts necessary to shepherd the people
entrusted to his care. I have always found him to be very
wise and discerning. He has a good mind which allows
him to look at a situation, dissect what needs to happen,
and provide great insight into the solutions. He may not
enjoy administration (many of us don’t, myself included), but I think he is good at it. He has many gifts

Prayerful Best Wishes
which will be an asset as he begins this new assignment
in his life.
The people of the Diocese of Cheyenne are getting an
exceptional priest and pastor. Bishop-elect Biegler is
grounded in a relationship with Christ which guides and
directs his life and ministry as a shepherd. The folks in
the Diocese of Cheyenne are getting one of the best! He
will be a great blessing to his new diocese.
While I hate to see him leave the Diocese of Rapid
City, I am honored and grateful to have Bishop-elect
Biegler as a fellow bishop and a part of the Episcopacy.
The church is enriched as a result of this assignment for
him. I look forward to sharing this ministry of the wider
church with him.
Anytime you lose a priest of his caliber, it is a great
loss. He will be deeply missed in the Diocese of Rapid
City, both as my vicar general and as a great pastor. And
given the shortage of priests that we are currently facing,
it makes this loss even greater. But just as the Holy Spirit
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led him to this new ministry in the Church, the Spirit
will continue to provide for the Diocese of Rapid City.
Of this I am certain.
I wish Bishop-elect Biegler only the very best in his
new assignment and ministry. He will touch the lives of
many people in the Diocese of Cheyenne just as he has
touched the lives of many people here in the Diocese of
Rapid City. He is such a gifted
man and his deep love for the
Lord and for the poor and less
fortunate will envelop his life
and ministry there as well. He
can be assured of my prayers as
he transitions to this new phase
of his life and priesthood.

Bishop Robert D. Gruss
Diocese of Rapid City

Welcome to Wyoming
On behalf of the Diocese of Cheyenne, I want to
congratulate Fr. Steven Biegler on his appointment as
our ninth bishop. I also want to thank Fr. Biegler for
his ongoing yes to the mystery of God’s gracious love
in his life and ministry. Expressing our gratitude must
be extended to you, the good people of the Diocese of
Rapid City. As family, friends, fellow clergy, staﬀ and
parishioners, you helped form Fr. Biegler into the man
and priest he is today and the bishop he will become.
I am sure many of you were saddened to hear of his
impending departure. Please know of our prayers for
you and Fr. Biegler in this important
time of transition. The excitement we
feel in the Diocese of Cheyenne comes
after a short four months without a
bishop. Be assured that Bishop-elect
Biegler will be welcomed here with
open arms and hearts as our new
shepherd.
Fr. Carl Gallinger
Diocesan Administrator
Diocese of Cheyenne

Steve’s appointment as Bishop of
Cheyenne is a pretty amazing calling.
In Cheyenne, he’ll be further away
from me, but in the same state.
Congratulations, we’re all proud of
you and we know you will do well.
Royce Biegler (Brother)
Gillette, Wyoming

March 2017

In May 2010, then-Bishop Blase Cupich reassigned
Fr. Steve Biegler as Vicar General for Temporal Affairs
with residence at the Cathedral and continued pastoral
ministry at St. Michael’s in Hermosa. As Vicar General
for Temporal Affairs, he oversaw the remodeling of the
old St. Martin Monastery into the Terra Sancta Retreat
Center and St. Elizabeth Seton Preschool and
Elementary School. He is shown explaining to the
Benedictine Sisters the changes in their former home.
(WRC file photo)

Prayerful Best Wishes

Forever Grateful

Congratulations, Father Steve, on being named the
ninth bishop of the Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming.
We are very grateful for your years of service to the
Rapid City Catholic School System. As our chaplain,
you led our entire school community closer to Christ.
Through your teaching, whether in senior religion or
your role as a 2nd grade adopted priest, you modeled a
love for Christ. Your dedication to a life built on prayer
reminded all of us that God is patiently waiting and
desires our hearts. Our faculty, staﬀ, and students were
drawn to you in a special way and held you in high
esteem. We are forever grateful for the time you spent
with us and the many gifts and
talents you shared with us. From the alignment of our
religion curriculum to your involvement in campus
ministry, you worked so hard to ensure that the RCCSS
had a strong Catholic identity. Your support and
dedication to Catholic education was a blessing to our
entire community.
As a member of the Board of Directors, you worked

Standing Rock Reservation
I had the joy and privilege of serving with Fr. Steve
Biegler and Msgr. William O’Connell beginning in 1996.
Fr. Steve was only ordained four years at that point, and
although serious about his new assignment, he was also
full of joy, ready for fun and endowed with a wonderfully
curious mind. He was quick to tease and find the humor
in everyday life and he took particular delight in
educating Sister Marion and myself about life in South
Dakota, the realities of ranch life, the vagaries of the
weather, and whatever else he thought might be helpful
(or that he could get away with).
Fr. Steve Biegler celebrated the wedding of Jacob
Thiesse to Jacquelyn Osnes last year (Courtesy photo)

Good Stewards
Fr. Steve has been a precious gift to the Rapid
City Diocese throughout his life and to the Osnes
family for over 20 years. He has led us on snipe
hunts and to powwows on the Standing Rock
Reservation, as our chaplain at STM High School,
as our pastor at Our Lady of the Black Hills in
Piedmont, and in the wedding celebrations of two
daughters, Jessi and Jacqui. Hopefully, we have
nurtured the presence of Christ in him as much as
he has in us. Now the time has come to be good and
generous stewards — to share Bishop-elect Biegler
and his God-given love, mercy, and energy with the
Catholic family in Wyoming.
Our love and prayers go with him,
Deacon John, Joni, and family

Fr. Steve Biegler is shown with Bishop Blase Cupich,
Msgr. William O’Connell and Pope John Paul II, at the
Vatican, during an Ad Limina visit circa 2004.
(Fotografia Felici)
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tirelessly to ensure that decisions made were aligned
with our mission of “Developing Personal and
Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition.” Your
input in our strategic design process helped create a
vision for our schools that will benefit families and
students for years to come. Your work with the Terra
Sancta project has allowed our schools to grow and
flourish. God has blessed the RCCSS through you,
Father Steve, in so many ways. We oﬀer you our deepest
gratitude and love as you accept this new responsibility
God has asked of you. You will be in our prayers and
hearts forever. To the people of the
Diocese of Cheyenne, congratulations, for you have
been blessed in ways beyond measure.
Barb Honeycutt
Superintendent
Rapid City Catholic School System

During the seven years that we served together in
McLaughlin, on Standing Rock Reservation, I was able
to witness a man who grew daily in “wisdom, age and
grace” as he encountered the joys and the diﬃculties of
ministry here. He struggled with the rash of suicides
among the young people that was experienced one
winter, and how to speak the truth that needed to be
heard — and to speak that hard truth clearly and in love.
After our precious log church in Kenel burned to the
ground following a lightening strike, Fr. Steve and Msgr.
O’Connell held a “wake service” for the grieving people
and assured them that a new building would rise from
the ashes. Fr. Steve took on the task with vigor, creativity,
persistence, wisdom, and resolve. The new church was
consecrated during the Jubilee year of 2000 amid much
joy and celebration — and deep relief on the part of
Fr. Steve, I’m sure.
Each ministry to which a person is called creates a
stepping stone for the next undertaking along the
journey. Living with, learning from and working beside
Msgr. O’Connell for six years, dealing with the suﬀering
of so many broken hearts, choosing joy and life in the
midst of a time and place overrun with death and
depression,
clinging to and relying upon the ever-present grace of
God in every aspect of the ministry, growing always in
the virtue of humility, and being “faithful in small
matters” has prepared my brother and my friend to
shoulder this new call to ministry in the larger church.
May he be strengthened and encouraged daily by our
prayers and our love for him.
Sr. Jacque Schroeder, OSF

Prayerful Best Wishes
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Diocesan Parishes Served

1993-1994, Associate Pastor, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Cathedral, Rapid City
1994-1996, Administrator, Immaculate Conception, Bonesteel; St. Anthony’s, Fairfax;
St. Francis Xavier, Ponca Creek
1996-2003, Co-Pastor, St. Bernard,
McLaughlin; St. Bonaventure, McIntosh;
St. Aloysius, Bullhead; Assumption of the BVM,
Kenel; St. Bede, Wakpala; St. Michael,
Watauga (2001-2003)
2003-2006, Director of Apostolic and Pastoral
Formation, North American College, Rome
2006-2007, Assistant to the Rector of the Casa
Santa Maria, Rome
2007-2010 Chaplain, Rapid City Catholic Schools;
Chaplain, SDSM&T Newman Center, Pastoral Ministry, St. Michael, Hermosa
2010-2011, Diocesan Administrator, Diocese of
Rapid City
2011-2015, Pastor, Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Piedmont
2016-2017, Pastor, Cathedral of our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City; St. Michael, Hermosa

Diocesan Offices Held

1998–2003 and 2009–2017
College of Consultors, Presbyteral Council;
2013-2017, Vicar General
He is a member of Jesus Caritas fraternity

“I was very pleased to learn of Father Steven
Biegler’s recent appointment as the Bishop of
Cheyenne by Pope Francis. I’ve known the bishopelect since his days as a seminarian and ordained
him a priest for the Diocese of Rapid City almost
25 years ago.
For many years he’s served God’s people in
South Dakota with great energy, joy, and
dedication as a parish priest and a diocesan
administrator. The faithful in Wyoming are
blessed to receive him as their new shepherd. The
Holy Father has clearly demonstrated his
confidence in the bishop-elect, who will be a gift
to all those he serves.
As Bishop-elect Biegler prepares to begin his
episcopal ministry, I offer my heartfelt
congratulations and pray that the Holy Spirit will
strengthen him as a successor to the Apostles.”
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Archdiocese of Philadelphia

All 13 Biegler children are shown with their parents, Alfred and Mary Biegler at a
family wedding.The bridal couple are Garrett and Mayme (Biegler) Blanton
(Courtesy photo)

With Steve’s appointment as Bishop-elect
of Cheyenne, my heart is just running over
with joy and love. I am so grateful. I know
it’s a lot of responsibility, but we will keep
praying to help him. I am really thrilled.
Mary Biegler (mother)
Timber Lake

1993, Fr. Steve Biegler celebrated his Mass of Thanksgiving following his
ordination. (Left-right) Fr. Joe Chapel, Newark, N.J., a friend from NAC
seminary; Fr. David Donovan, SJ, Rome; Fr. Joseph Zeller and parish
altar servers. (Courtesy photo)

March 2017

Making Sense of Bioethics

Looking to the loving gaze of Christ for healing
I have met several priests over the years
who ended up leaving the active ministry
of the priesthood. Two of them have been
on my mind and in my prayers recently,
having left the priesthood and the church
over issues connected to homosexuality. I
ran into one of them some time ago by
chance as we were boarding the same flight.
Filling me in on the decisions he had made,
he shared: “I was never happy with the
Catholic Church’s view that homosexuality
is inherently …” and then he paused, “…
what’s the phrase they use?” I replied: “homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered.”
“Ah, yes, intrinsically disordered,” he
replied. “It’s a harsh institution that would
call me intrinsically disordered, and I
couldn’t remain in a church that held those

views.” The second priest who left had similarly decried how the church, on account
of his homosexuality, saw him as intrinsically disordered — which he took to mean
that he was an evil person.
I was saddened at the way both of these
former priests misconstrued the teachings
of the church, and disappointed that they
couldn’t see how we are not defined by our
inclinations and proclivities, even if some of
them may be disordered and in need of
purification. As fallen creatures, every
person faces disordered desires within, and
no one is perfect except, we Christians
believe, Jesus himself.
Once when I was speaking with a person
who was paralyzed, he shared how members of the disability community had given
him some good advice after his accident:
“Don’t say you are a disabled person,
because that lets the disability define you.
Say instead that you are a person with a
disability.” With a similar emphasis, people
shouldn’t pigeonhole themselves by saying:
“I’m a homosexual,” but instead say: “I’m a
person with homosexual inclinations.” Our
inclinations don’t define us, since we are free
to decide whether we will act on them, or
resist them. The process of resisting our
disordered desires can be very diﬃcult, but
contributes significantly to our own growth
and spiritual maturation.
When referencing men and women
“who have deep-seated homosexual
tendencies,” the Catechism of the Catholic
Church emphasizes that such individuals
must be accepted “with respect, compassion,

and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust
discrimination in their regard should be
avoided. These persons are called to fulfill
God’s will in their lives and, if they are
Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the
Lord’s Cross the diﬃculties they may
encounter from their condition.” These
persons, thus, are children of God, unique
and loved by the Lord and called to the
pursuit of goodness, chastity and holiness.
The notion of an “intrinsically
disordered” act (sometimes also called an
intrinsically evil act) has been part of the
church’s moral teachings for millennia.
Such acts, as Pope John Paul II noted in his
1993 encyclical Veritatis Splendor, “are by
their nature ‘incapable of being ordered’ to
God, because they radically contradict the
good of the person made in his image.”
Even the best of intentions, he stressed,
cannot transform an act that is intrinsically
evil into an act that is good or justified.
Many kinds of acts fall under the
heading of an “intrinsic evil,” representing
seriously damaging choices for those who
pursue them and for those around them. A
few randomly chosen examples would
include: prostitution, torture, slavery,
traﬃcking in women and children, adultery,
abortion, euthanasia, and homosexual acts.
As noted in the Catechism, homosexual
acts “are contrary to the natural law. They
close the sexual act to the gift of life. They
do not proceed from a genuine aﬀective and
sexual complementarity.” Or as noted in
another important teaching document
called Persona Humana, “homosexual rela-
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tions are acts which lack
an essential and indispensable finality.”
Even though men
and women may engage
in intrinsically disordered acts at various
Fr. Tadeusz
points in their lives, that
fact clearly does not Pacholczyk,
Ph.D.
make them “intrinsically disordered persons,”
or
“evil Director of
Education
individuals.”
We’re
The National
reminded of the old
Catholic
adage that we are to
Bioethics
love the sinner and hate
Center,
the sin. The Catechism
Philadelphia.
sums it up well: “Man,
www.ncb
having been wounded
in his nature by original
center.org
sin, is subject to error
and inclined to evil in
exercising his freedom,”
but the remedy is found in Christ and in
“the moral life, increased and brought to
maturity in grace.”
Thus, intrinsically disordered acts, while
always destructive to ourselves and to
others, do not put us outside of the eventual
reach of grace and mercy, nor beyond the
healing eﬀects of repentance. Rather those
acts and their harmful eﬀects should
beckon us towards the loving gaze of the
Lord as he invites us to seek a higher path,
one in which we renounce wrongdoing and
resolutely embrace the freedom of the sons
and daughters of God.
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In Your Prayers

Birthdays: April 11, Fr. Leo Hausmann. Necrology: April 2, 1944, Edward Calahan; April 4,
1987, William Fitzgerald, SJ; April 6, 1959, Nicholas McNamara; April 7, 1940, Placidus Sialm,
SJ; April 12, 1952, Henry Westropp, SJ; April 12, 1982, Ronald Zelnick; April 17, 1966, Kevin
Doyle, CSC; April 20, 1953, John Vogel; April 21, 1921, John Shea, CSC; April 23, 1957, Joseph
Zuercher, SJ; April 25, 1920, Hugh Mullen; April 27, 1977, Robert Ehrenbold; April 28, 1960,
Thomas Carroll; April 28, 1989, Richard Pates, SJ; April 29, 1924, John Boyle; April 30, 1940,
Anthony O’Hora.

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje visionary Marija to give us
her message. “Dear children! Today I am calling you to profoundly live your faith and to
implore the Most High to strengthen it, so that winds and storms cannot break it. May the
roots of your faith be prayer and hope in eternal life. Already now, little children, work on
yourselves in this time of grace, wherein God is giving you the grace — through renunciation
and the call to conversion — to be people of clear and persevering faith and hope. Thank
you for having responded to my call.” 2/25/17

PlEaSE GivE GENErOUSly tO

thE CathOliC rEliEF SErviCES

Easter is more than
just chocolate eggs and Easter
baskets. As Catholics, we need to
encourage the truth of the season by
giving gifts and other reminders of
faith to our friends and loved ones.

We invite you to stop in

at the Mustard Seed where we have
greeting cards, books, Bibles and
devotional materials for adults and
children that will enhance your
Easter experience.
Puzzles
DVDs
CDs
Jewelry

Coffees & Teas
Holy Cards
Medals
Statues

*Remember your RCIA Candidates
and Catechumens*

SPECial COllECtiON

MarCh 25-26, 2017
For more information, contact
Office of National Collections
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
202-541-3346 l ncpromo@usccb.org

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

Diocesan contact: Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709
Ph: 605-343-3541 l Email: tspiess@diorc.org
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington D.C.
All Rights Reserved. Photo Credit: © Sam Tarling/CRS.
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Church has ongoing work against the problem of pornography
BY ANDREW LICHTENWALNER

Since its approval in November 2015,
the U.S. bishops’ pastoral document on
pornography has been a source of reflection
and action throughout the church in the
United States. Throughout the development
of “Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral
Response to Pornography,” the bishops envisioned this statement as a foundation for
other resources and initiatives. It is a key
reference point with clear teaching and
guidance on a challenging topic that has
implications for parish ministry, family life
and community values.
In October 2016, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops released five pamphlets
targeted to particular groups:
• For parents: “Raising Chaste Children
in a Pornographic World”
• For married couples: “Pornography’s

Eﬀects on Marriage and Hope for Married
Couples”
• For priests: “The Role of Priests in
Ministry to Those Who Struggle with
Pornography”
• For men and women who struggle with
pornography: “‘Wash Me Thoroughly’:
Healing from Pornography Use and Addiction”
• For the Catholic parishioner: an
abridged version of the pastoral document.
In various dioceses, leaders from family
life oﬃces, safe environment oﬃces and
Catholic schools are working on eﬀective
ways to collaborate and share best practices.
The Knights of Columbus and its
Fathers for Good initiative have been early
leaders in raising awareness. Fathers are key
figures in protecting their children from exposure to oﬀensive material on TV, the

internet and social media.
The work of promoting and implementing “Create in Me a Clean Heart” is ongoing, as practical resources continue to be
developed and shared.
The USCCB National Advisory Council
submitted a resolution in September 2016
encouraging the bishops to identify
resources and educational materials that can
be used by families, parishes and schools to
eﬀectively address the problem of early
exposure of children to pornography.
At their November 2016 General Assembly, the U.S. bishops approved a strategic plan for 2017-2020, which includes the
development of a pastoral plan for marriage
and family life ministry and advocacy. This
pastoral plan will address the topic of
pornography, with guidance given for those
who minister to marriages and families.
Andrew Lichtenwalner is executive director of the Secretariat on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops and a member of Sacred Heart
Council 2577 in Bowie, Md.
(This excerpt appeared in the February 2017 issue of
Columbia magazine and is reprinted with permission of the
Knights of Columbus, New Haven, Conn.)
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2017 S.D. Pornography Resolution

In February, the S.D. State Legislature
unanimously passed Senate Concurrent
Resolution 4 recognizing and finding that
pornography is a public health crisis leading to a broad spectrum of individual and
public health impacts and societal harms.
Harms caused by use of pornography
include:
•Perpetuating a sexually toxic
environment
•Young children increasingly exposed
through technology and the internet
•Contributing to low self-esteem,
eating disorders, increased youth sexual
activity & risky sexual behavior
•Treating women as objects; teaching
youth they are to be used or to use others
•Normalizing violence against/abuse
of women; increasing the demand for sex
trafficking, prostitution, and child sex
abuse/pornography
•Having a detrimental effect on the
family due to lessening desire in young
persons to marry, dissatisfaction in
marriage, and infidelity
Read more at
http://sdlegislature.gov/Leg islative_Ses
sion/Bills/Bill.aspx?File=SCR4ENR.htm&S
ession=2017.

Office space available
in Rapid city’s newest nOn-pROfit incubatOR

Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo

President and CEO
Catholic Relief Services

Susan Meyer, President
The Most Reverend Robert Gruss, Bishop of Rapid City
Jim Kinyon, Executive Director
Brenda Wills, Chair, Com/Dev Committee

(605) 348-6086 or (800) 727-2401

Contact us today to reserve your complimentary tickets. All seats reserved.
A free will offering will be taken at the event.

fOR infORmatiOn abOut space On the 2nd flOOR, Rent,
lease peRiOd, paRking, utilities, etc.
Please contact lorinda collings 605-348-6086
529 Kansas city street, raPid city, sd 57701
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The coming of
Wakiyan Oyate

BY DEACON MARLON LENEAUGH
DIRECTOR OF NATIVE MINISTRIES
With the cold winds of winter subsiding,
the Lakota People return home to welcome
back the Thunder Beings. Mother Earth,
(Unci Maka) is preparing the way for
springtime to begin. Spring arrived at 4:29
a.m. MDT on March 20. It is also referred
to as the vernal equinox, which means
“equal night” supposedly where the night
and day are equal in length of time.
This also marks the beginning of the
Lakota ceremonial season. The first ceremony is welcoming back the Thunder Beings, Wakiyan Oyate. This ceremony is done
at the sacred place Black Elk Peak in the
Paha Sapa or the sacred Black Hills. Prayers
are said in the direction of the West for the
rain to come back and rejuvenate Mother
Earth. The rain is a powerful medicine that
cleanses and heals and makes things grow,
that is why it is called Mni Wiconi or “water
of life.”
They are huge winged beings that
human beings cannot see because they are
hidden by thick clouds. They are the
strongest force in nature because they hold
the key to life in their rains. They are also
responsible for creating the first fire. Thunder is created by the sounds of their voices
and lightning is made when they open and
close their eyes. The wakiyans use fear to
keep us humble so we won’t take their
power for granted or think we can control
their power. They have the power to give life
but also to take it away. That is why we
begin every year by honoring them first.
The prayer is that the Wakiyan Oyate
come back in a good way and bring the rain
that nourishes our mother. Sometimes they
can come back in not such a good way and
create havoc with tornadoes, hail, strong

Native Ministries
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The 2017 Kateri
Tekakwitha Conference

to be held in Rapid City, July 19-23,
urgently needs donations to defray
conference expenses. The committee is selling
raffle tickets $20 each or 3 for $50
Prizes — 2 separate All Terrain Vehicles
or a 70” flat screen TV
To contribute or purchase raffle tickets contact the
conference treasurer, Deacon Marlon Leneaugh at
605-343-3541 or mleneaughsr@diorc.org.

Thunder Being from Sioux Spiritual Center,
Howes. (Courtesy photo)

winds and floods. So, that is the reason for
the prayer; to ask them to come back in a
good way that gives life to the people and
that they do not take life from the people.
The prayer is also for the people to prosper
and have good health and a good life the
coming year.
When lightning strikes and the thunder
shakes Unci Maka, all the animals that hibernate in the earth, the plants and grasses
are awakened and the trees begin to get
their leaves. My mother used to tell me that
the first thunder storm of the season woke
up all the snakes because the earth rumbled
with the booming sound of thunder.
Most people fear thunder storms because of the flashing lightning and the loud
claps of thunder and sometimes because of
the storms severity. But aside from the
loudness, the flashing, and the fear comes
the much needed nourishment to replenish
Unci Maka and make her beautiful in all of
her spring splendor. In the end you realize
that the storm was a blessing sent by
Tunkasila to bless all his beautiful creation.

Statue of St. Kateri Tekakwitha at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual, Rapid City

Memorials thus far:
In memory of my beloved daughter Sr. Jean Marie Tognotti — from
her mother Mary Tognotti.
In Memory of our Beloved Mother Eva Witt — from her children:
Jhon Goes In Center, Deborah Bordeaux, Angie Stover, Chris Witt,
Jeri Goes In Center, Margaret Witt, Mary Witt, Nancy Witt, and
Wanda Standing Bear.
In memory of my mother, Vesta Soderlin — from Robert Soderlin
Contact Deacon Leneaugh at the listing above if you wish to make
a memorial contribution.
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Check us out at
Facebook.com/
DioceseofRapidCity

Teaching Positions
available
2017-18

Full time
High School English
High School Spanish
Middle School Math
Elementary Teacher
Preschool Teacher’s Aid
Campus Minister
Half time
Middle School Religion
Middle School Technology
Part time
Campus Minister

Benedictine Presence

https://
twitter.com/
RapidCitydiorc

Rapid City
Catholic
School
System
Academic
Excellence
in the
Catholic
Tradition
Contact
Molly Rausch
mrausch@rccss.org
605-348-1477 ext 103
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The Holy Rule fosters balance in prayer and work
BY SR. FLORENCE MCMANAMEN, OSB

lOur Sister Rosemary Korte (earlier known as Sister Placida) died suddenly and
peacefully in our Health Care Unit on January 19. Sister Rosemary was a very creative
person who was faithful to prayer and all other aspects of Benedictine Community life.
Sister coordinated kindergarten at St. John the Evangelist School in North Rapid seven
years, taught Religion at St. Martin Academy for two years and worked with the
religious education program at St. Patrick Parish in Casper, Wyo. Although she was the
only remaining sibling of six stepchildren and twelve brothers and sisters, a number of
her relatives came from Minnesota to attend the Wake and funeral services
celebrated by Bishop Robert Gruss.
lFrom January 30 to February 6, our prioress, Sister Mary Wegher, attended the
annual meeting of the Conference of Benedictine Prioresses held this year at the
Redemptorist Retreat Center near Tucson, AZ. About sixty prioresses from the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico attended the grace-filled days.
lShirley Drimmel and I directed the Cursillo Retreat on January 20 and 21. The
Retreat carried the theme of “The Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.” A person
committed to their volunteer ministry with a particular Work spoke of the Work and
rewards of their ministry. The retreatants gave a positive evaluation of how this special
encounter with Jesus inspired a deeper appreciation of each Work of Mercy for them.
lBenedictine women and men celebrated St. Scholastica on February 10 and the
death of St. Benedict on March 21. These famous twins were born in Nursia, Italy, in
480 A.D. As a young man Benedict became disenchanted with life in Rome where he
had gone to study. A cave near Subiaco, Italy, became his home as he lived the solitary
life of a hermit for a number of years. Others came to live this life and to seek guidance
from Benedict. From this small beginning, Benedict and his followers founded many
monastaries throughout Europe. Benedictines are credited with preserving and
advancing learning throughout the ages. By 580 A.D., St. Benedict had founded the
famed Monte Casino Monastery in Italy and had written The Holy Rule. Although a
small portion of the rule is not applicable today, most of The Holy Rule leads people of
all ages to “Seek God.” The Holy Rule, based on Scripture, fosters a balance of prayer
and work (Ora et Labora) and a great respect for all people and creation. The practice of
humility and good zeal, listening with the “ear of the heart,” attending to the
instruments of good works, and mutual service, support a person in growing in
intimacy with God.

A Safe Environment for
Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating
and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and
young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church
personnel, contact Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure
confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging
features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims
are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are
posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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National Pastoral Musicians focus on weddings

On February 4, three dozen music liturgists gathered at Our Lady of the Black Hills
Church in Piedmont. To start oﬀ, Our Lady of the Black Hills musicians led Morning
Prayer followed by Father Michel Mulloy, McLaughlin, who informed members about
the “New Order of Christian Matrimony” that became mandatory December 30, 2016.
During the course of Father Mulloy’s presentation, he pointed out the diﬀerences between
the previous rite and the new rite that we use now.
After lunch provided by Our Lady of the Black Hills parish, members listened to a variety of wedding Psalms sung by musicians from St. John the Baptist, Custer; Sacred Heart,
Philip; Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City;
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont; and Holy Cross, Timber Lake.
The next meeting is Saturday, April 1 at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. The event will
feature two presentations. Dr. Nancy Roberts, associate professor of music at Black Hills
State University, will speak on the topic “Good Vocal Production and Vocal Health.”
Tammy Schnittgrund, national NPM Standing Committee Chair for Cantors, will provide
cantor certification to those interested. Additionally, Tammy will oﬀer a session on psalms
others than those from “Respond and Acclaim.”
All Rapid City Diocese music ministers and clergy are encouraged to attend quarterly
NPM meetings at which education, prayer and fellowship are the focal points. For more
information about the Rapid City Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians, go to our website www.npmrc.org or Facebook page www.facebook.com/NPMRapidCityChapter.

FNE winter outing

Veronica Lang, Unicorn Patrol Chief (standing) and Mary Francis Witte prepare cornbread to
cook over a fire on a trip to Custer State Park in February. The Explorers are required to be
able to start a fire in any weather, and must cook all their meals over an open fire — no
propane stoves allowed. The group learned to build a campfire, cook over an open flame, and
hiked around Stockade Lake. To learn more about the Federation of North American Explores
visit www.RCFNE.com. (Photo courtesy Jacques Daniel)
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Rachel’s Vineyard: God’s desire is mercy, forgiveness, and love
SUBMITTED BY FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES
My name is Molly, and it was a little
more than two years ago when our Lord
placed in my ear a call to a vineyard. In a
simple homily message, thirty plus years of
denial about my abortion was awakened. I
wondered, how did this priest know to
reach into my heart and squeeze it?
“God’s desire,” he said, “is to grant us
mercy, forgiveness and love, softening our
hardened hearts so that we can repent and
have eternal life with him.” He was telling
us about Rachel's Vineyard, a confidential
weekend retreat for people exposed to
abortion. I found myself shrinking down in
the pew, wondering if people could see that
it was me to whom he was speaking. I told
myself he had to be talking to someone
else, that it couldn’t be me because I didn’t
need to bring it all back up again. I had
buried it so long ago. So I ignored what I
heard and decided I would pray for these

people that they could be healed.
But I guess God wasn’t happy with my
response. A few months later, He came to
me again, once more inviting me. It was irritating how my conscience kept at me.
Answering every reason I gave not to go, I
eventually gave in. I finally laid down the
fear I blanketed myself with so long ago,
fear that I used to deny my access to my
Lord.
I went to the weekend retreat, and
through the living scriptures, I came face to
face with Jesus. As I shared with the group,
I remembered all the sins that piled up over
the years, and with my eyes closed, feeling
vulnerable, afraid and full of shame, I cried
once more in fear that He would see me as
I saw myself, dirty and unlovable.
I continued to feel His presence in the
leaders who guided us through the weekend. When I finally emptied myself of all

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Function: To develop ministry opportunities, provide training, support and
resources in the diocese for youth and
young adult ministry.
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic; Bachelor’s degree, preferably theology, catechetics, or related field with a sound Catholic
theology. Past experience in parish youth
ministry helpful. Understands, supports and
articulates the Catholic faith as taught by
the Church. Love of youth and understanding of the developmental stages of middle
and high school youth. Must have excellent
organizational, communication, and leadership skills, and ability to relate to pastors,
adult youth ministers, youth, and young
adults. Requires energy and willingness to
travel throughout the diocese, including
some weekend and evening work.
Complete job description and application
forms are available on the diocesan website
at: http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/.
Application process: Interested individuals should send a resumé letter by e-mail or
postal mail listing three professional references along with completed application
form to the chancellor.

Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid
City, 606 Cathedral Drive,
Rapid City SD 57701 or
msimonson@diorc.org.
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.

the pain, I felt Jesus wrap his arms around
me and weep with me. He took my hand
and told me that He loved me and that I
was forgiven. He asked me to forgive myself and told me that a very dear child in
heaven was praying for me and was waiting
to be reunited with me.
When my tears and sobs slowed down,
I found that all I hated in myself seemed to
be dying, and thoughts of new life, filled
with His love, rose up in me. He turned
something ugly and sinful into a joyful and
beautiful awakening of his love and mercy.
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Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries believes
that Jesus calls us to walk with him and to
spread the news of his forgiveness. I am
grateful for the gift of support it oﬀers to
singles and couples, men and women alike,
all ages and faiths. I am grateful it is an international organizations with retreats held
annually in 49 states and 70 countries so
that many like me, and someone that you
may know, can find healing too.
(A Publication of Rachel’s Vineyard
Ministries www.RachelsVineyard.org.)
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Cathedral’s Mercy Night

March 14, the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, held a night of
healing and reconciliation. It was open to people of all denominations and an estimated
500 people attended. Post cards were sent to all Rapid Valley residents inviting them to
come. The evening included prayer, music, candles, the sacrament of reconciliation, and
healing teams. Pastor Steve Biegler invited non-Catholics who could not receive the
sacrament of reconciliation, to share their faith
journeys with one of the
priests. (Top) Fr. Jonathan
Dillon carries the real
presence — a blessed host
in a monstrance — down
the center aisle for
veneration. (Below) The
healing team of Judy
Zetah, Deacon John Osnes
and Scott Kaubisch pray
over one of the hundreds
of people who stood in line
for healing prayers.
(WRC photos by
Laurie Hallstrom)

Obituary__________________________________________

Fr. Daniel J. Gannon, SJ, 85, served at Pine Ridge

Fr. Daniel J. Gannon, SJ, passed away, February 28, at
St. Camillus in Wauwatosa, Wis. He was a Jesuit for 58 years
and a priest for 48 years.
He was born in Rice Lake, Wis., on April 16, 1931. Father
Gannon attended grade school and high school in Rice Lake.
He graduated from Marquette University with a degree in
mechanical engineering in 1955.
On September 3, 1958, he entered the Society and did his
novitiate at the Jesuit Novitiate in Oshkosh, Wis., and at
St. Stanislaus Seminary, Florissant, Mo. He had Jesuit studies at
St. Stanislaus, St. Louis University, and St. Mary College. He was ordained on June
4, 1968, and made tertianship in 1972-1973, and pronounced his final vows on
November 1, 1973.
He taught math at Marquette High School for ten years before moving on to
pastoral work in Mankato, Minn. After some Spanish language studies, Father
Gannon ministered at St. Patrick Parish in Milwaukee for seven years and among
the native peoples of the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming for eighteen years.
He spent two years at Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, before failing health
resulted in his joining the St. Camillus Jesuit Community in 2012.
A memorial Mass was held March 6 in San Camillo Chapel, Wauwatosa, Wis.
Burial will take place at a later date. Father Gannon donated his body to medical
research.
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Terra Sancta Preschool Expansion

Construction began March 7 on two new
classrooms for preschool education at
St. Elizabeth Seton School at Terra Sancta.
The new classrooms will be designed to
match the existing classrooms currently in
use.
There are 104 students enrolled in preschool during the 2016-2017 school year.
According to Jana Thies, child development
director at the school, each classroom can
accommodate up to 20 children each day
with a teacher and assistant in the classroom.
“We will be able to accommodate more
families that choose a Catholic Education,”
she said. “We have had a lot of interest in
our preschool because of the emphasis on
early education.”
“With the addition of the new classrooms,
we will be able to accommodate the growth
we are experiencing,” agreed Superintendent Barb Honeycutt. “Our preschool is the
foundational program at SES and prepares
children to be successful as they progress
into our elementary program.”
The project is scheduled to be finished in
May of this year.
(Courtesy ARC International, Inc.)

Education Update
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Poet Natalie Diaz speaks to a senior writing class at Red Cloud High School.
(Photo courtesy Audrey Jacobs)

The Heritage Center sponsors ‘Visiting Poet Series’

Native poet and indigenous language advocate Natalie Diaz visited the Red Cloud Indian
School campus as part of The Heritage Center’s Visiting Poet Series. In addition to
leading workshops with Red Cloud high school students throughout her visit, she read her
work in a public performance in Cuny Commons at Red Cloud High School.
Born and raised on the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation, Diaz fell in love with basketball and
earned a full scholarship to Old Dominion University in Virginia. It was there that she started
writing poetry, much of it reflecting on the unique challenges facing Native American children.
After college she played basketball professionally in Europe and Asia, but continued to write
— and ultimately returned to Old Dominion to earn her Master of Fine Arts (MFA). Her first
collection of poems, “When My Brother Was an Aztec,” published in 2012, was described as
an “ambitious … beautiful book” by New York Times reviewer Eric McHenry. In addition to her
writing, Diaz has also directed a language revitalization program and is working with elders in
order to preserve the Mojave language.
In an interview on PBS NewsHour, Diaz spoke of how she has used writing as a tool for selfexploration — and to process the realities of growing up on a reservation. She explained that,
“Writing is kind of a way for me to explore why I want things and why I’m afraid of things and
why I worry about things. And for me, all of those things represent a kind of hunger that
comes with being raised in a place like this.”
During her three-day visit Diaz worked with students at Red Cloud and Oglala Lakota College through a series of classes and workshops. She is the fifth poet to spend time on Red
Cloud’s campus as part of the series, which brings poets and spoken word artists from all
over the country to support the youth poetry movement on the Pine Ridge Reservation. The
short residency culminates in a free public performance.
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Black Hills State University Newman Center groundbreaking
SPEARFISH — (Far right) Msgr. Michael Woster, Spearfish; Father Tim Hoag, Wall; Bishop
Robert Gruss; and Black Hills State University President Tom Jackson pose for a photo during
the groundbreaking for the Newman Center in Spearfish on March 4. The day-long celebration included breakfast with the bishop, the groundbreaking, and a celebration event. The
21,000 square foot property is located at the corner of King and University Streets — less
than one block away from campus. The three-level facility will total 16,320 square feet and
will feature a chapel
with seating for 150,
two dorm style rooms,
a large fellowship hall,
a full kitchen, and
office space for
Newman Center staff.
(Right) Fr. Hoag and
Msgr. Woster lay the first
stone for the building
(Below) Newman center
students in attendance
pose for a photo after
the groundbreaking.
(Page 1) Bishop Robert
Gruss sits in one of the
construction vehicles
after the ceremony.
(WRC photos by
Becky Berreth)
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MOVIE REVIEW

Kong: Skull Island
(Warner Bros.)
BY JOHN MULDERIG

Do not say
‘I am only a
youth’

A “YouCat”
nugget
courtesy of
the Office of
Youth and
Young Adult
Ministry
youcat.org

What is penance?

Penance is making restitution or satisfaction for a wrong that has been
committed. Penance must not take place exclusively in my head; I must
express it in acts of charity and in solidarity with others. One does
penance also by praying, fasting, and supporting the poor spiritually and
materially (1434-1439).
Penance is often misunderstood. It has nothing to do with low selfesteem or scrupulosity. Penance is not brooding over what a bad person
I am. Penance frees and encourages us to make a new start (230).

What are two basic elements required
for the forgiveness of a Christian’s sins
to occur in the sacrament of Penance?

What is required for the forgiveness of sin is the person who undergoes
conversion and the priest who in God’s name gives him absolution from
his sins (231).

Impressive monster movie, set in 1973, in
which an ensemble of scientists and soldiers
— the civilians led by a fringe researcher (John
Goodman), the troops by a hard-bitten colonel
(Samuel L. Jackson) — travel to a previously
uncharted island where they encounter an
updated version of King Kong. As a World War
II-era Air Force officer (John C. Reilly) who
bailed out over the isle and has been stranded
there ever since eventually explains to them,
however, while the outsized ape may be the
monarch of this hidden realm, he is far from
the most lethal threat its new visitors will have
to face there.
Director Jordan Vogt-Roberts’ action adventure, which also features Tom Hiddleston
as the group’s guide and Brie Larson as a Vietnam War photographer who has decided this
is her next big story, references everything
from a range of science fiction movies to Francis Ford Coppola’s 1979 film “Apocalypse
Now" and its partial source material, novelist
Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness.” Amid
an exploration of the destructive human aggressiveness that gives rise to armed conflict,
the multiple dangers the cast confront lead to
some unsettling mayhem and a few grisly
deaths, marking this as a journey strictly for

grownups. Stylized but grim combat and other
violence with little gore, a few gruesome
images, a couple of uses of profanity, at least
one rough term, occasional crude and crass
language.
The Catholic News Service classification is
A-III — adults. The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is PG-13 — parents strongly
cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.

Classifications

A United Kingdom...................A-III
Beauty and the Beast.................L
Logan.......................................... O
The Shack............................... A-III

Classifications used by the USCCB are: A-I,
general patronage; A-II, adults and
adolescents; A-III, adults; L, limited adult
audiences, films whose problematic content
many adults would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit:
http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.htm.

